MAKE LEARNING FUN!

10 high-interest passages & activities
themed to make Iearning engaging!
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CONQUERING THE HEIGHTS

Mark felt a rush of exhilaration. Standing at the top of “The Crucible,” a legendary rock
r climbers, he could see for miles. While some of his friends were nervous, Mark was
rilled He was eager to conquer his first rappelling experience.
“Harness on?” barked a voice from above, snapping Mark out of his thoughts.
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You can use this resource two ways=
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CONQUERING THE HEIGHTS: MULT! )

Use the reading passages to OR use these reading passages
supplement your Boot Camp for students to enjoy during your
Room Transformation ELA block on a regular day

You don't have to do a room transformation to use this resource.

These 10 passages are no-prep and print & go.
Use them anytime during your ELA block!




HE CONTENT:

10 high-interest passages & activities
in 2 formats: hands -on & no prep
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With this version, students read the passage. Or in this version, students read the passage.
Then, they complete a hands-on center Then, they complete the activity in worksheet
you can laminate and re-use for form. This version is NO PREP and PRINT & GO!

years to comel Just as much fun as the hands-on centersl



2 Versions of Every Passage
Included for Students

A )
OFF TO POOT CAMP = PE ALL YOU CAN PE IN THE ARMY

"Nicky it's time tfo g°|» Mariah and her twin brother Nicky had been insepqrqble from As Owen walked to the cafeteria after history class, he noticed military guys set up at a table in the hallway.
“Hey,” they said as he walked by. “Are you interested in money for college?”

- . s i | “Wea? : »
birth. They both were fcklng the next step in their lives. “We're going to be latel Owen was only a junior in high school so he hadn't really thought all that much about college, but the guys

“Give me a sec, sis. I'm almost packed,” he replied. Mariah rolled her eyes. Unlike her F— seemed so friendly that he stopped fo tak
“What's this all about?” he asked.

“We are recruiting for the Army, * a man with Dan on his nametag said “We could use good guys like you”

brother, she had been packed for days. He always waited until the last minute. They

were both headed to Boot Camp. But, Mariah was joining the Army and Nicky was joining

“Oh, sounds interesting,” Owen said “I dlways admired my uncle in the Army when I was young. Tell me more.”

the Air Force. Both would take part in physica| training that would s*reng?hen their “In order o join the Army, you need fo have a high school diploma and toke the Armed Services Vocational
bodies. They would also spend weeks cut off from those they loved. Aptitude Battery test. This will tell us what you are good at.*

“Oh no, a test?” Owen replied.
« PP : « | » ; I )
OkQY' said Mariah. “But hurry upt I don't want fo miss the bus! “Trust me. It's easy, and it just tells us what you are good at so it's all about you. You dlso need to be a US.

Mariah would spend |0 weeks in Boot Camp while Nicky only had fo go for 8 weeks. Citizen and be between [7-35 years old.”

Mariah would have some difficult moments. The Anvil, a two night field practice to teach “I'm 17 diready,” said Owen. “So I've got that covered”
“The big thing about joining the Army is spending 0 weeks in Boot Camp where you will get used fo everything in

THE LIFETIME LEARNER

teamwork and medical training would test her limits. The Forge, a test which came at s A sl Nl i g il i) s
the end of training, would also challenge her survival skills and fitness level. “Sounds intense,” said Owen

Nicky would be busy with his own work. He would be tested in Week 7 during an event “It is, but you already look like you are physically fit so you can do it,” said Dan. “You do need to pass the Army

T
OFF TO POOT CAMP PE ALL YOU CAN PE IN THE ARMY

“Nicky, it’s time fo gol” Mariah could not believe that this day had come. She and her twin brother Nicky had been As Owen walked to the cafeteria, he noticed milifory guys set up at a table in the hall.
inseparable from birth. But it was now time to separate. They both were taking the next step in their lives. “We're

“Hey,” they said as he walked by. “Are you interested in money for college?”

going to be late for our buses if we don't leave in the next five minutes.”
"Give me a sec, sis. I'm almost packed,” he replied. Mariah rolled her eyes. Unlike her brother, she had been Owen was °nly a junior in high school so he hadn't req"Y ﬂ‘\oughf all that much about
packed for days. He always waited until the last minute. Nicky and Mariah were both headed to Boot Camp. But; college, but the guys seemed so friendly that he stopped to talk. “What’s this about?”
Marich was joining the Army and Nicky was joining the Air Force. Although their journeys in boot camp would be “We are recruiting for the Army, © a man named Dan said. “We could use guys like you.”
similar, they would have a lot of differences.
Both of the twins would take part in physical training that would strengthen their bodies. They would be tested to
make sure they had the physical and mental strength to succeed in their respective branches of the military. They “In order to Jjoin the Army, you need to have a high school diplomc and take the Armed

Owen said. “I always admired my uncle in the Army when I was young. Tell me more.”

would also spend weeks cut off from those they loved Services Vocational Aptitude Battery test. This will tell us what you are good at.”
“Okay,” said Marigh. “But hurry upl I don't want fo be late fo meet the bus!”

Owen frowned. The man continued, “Trust me. It’s easy, and it tells us what you are
Marich would spend 10 weeks in Boot Camp for the Army, learning about the Army values, how to administer first

aood at. You also need to be a US. Citizen and be between 17-35 vears old”

T

aid, and how to work as a team. Nicky would attend Air Force Boot Camp for 8 weeks, learning how to “fall in” and
building a foundation for the future.

Marich would have some difficult moments. There was no doubt about that. The Anvil, a two night field practice [ ] ® o
to teach teamwork and medical training would really test her limits. The Forge, a test which came at the end of DI e re n tl a te a n Ive
training, would also challenge her survival skills, thought-processes, and fitness.

Nicky would be busy with his own work. He would be tested most especidlly in Week 7 during an event cadlled The

Beast. This would offer combat scenarios and further his training

“Alright sis. Let’s get this show on the road,” said Nicky, as he managed to get his duffle bag down the stairs. r n h
“We will definitely have a lot to catch up on when we get done with the next few months. I'm not going to lie.I'm a bit
nervous fo leave and actudlly go to Boot Camp.”
rsi best for th !
version pest 10 em.

“Same here, Nicky. Good luck, and don’t miss me oo muchl”
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ONQUERING THE HEIGHTS

a rush of exhlaration Standing at the fop of “Tha Crucible,” a legendary roc)
Bers, he could see for miles. While some of hie friends were nervous, Mark wos
led Ha was eoger o conquer his first rappeling experience.
*Harness on?" barked a voice from above, snapping Mark out of his thoughts.
*Yes, sir,” he called back, his voice steady despite the butterfles in his stomach
*Locked in?* the voice pressed. Mark reached secured the repeling device fo the rope
*Locked in ond ready,” Mark replied, a mixture of anticipation and nerves in his fone.

CONQUERING THE HEIG

“Now. comes. the fun part” the voice shouted back with o chuckle.

HTS: MULTIPLE CHOICE

y
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What is the main idea of the passage?

A Mark discovers the theill of rappelling despite
initial nerves.

B. Mark struggles o secure his harness before
climbing.

C. Mark admires the beauty of nature from
the fop of a rock.

D. Mark decides not to rappel after seeing
how steep the drop is.

1.

What does the word “exhilaration” most
likely mean as used in the passage?

A. Boredom

B. Excitement

C. Confidence
D. Nervousness F
2.

TS
ESSAGE FROM HOME

Mia thought. She was waiting impatiently at the mail call to see if
ved. The Sergeant called out several names that were not hers

Deep sadness

TLLBLLLELLL ARV

ING THE HEIGHTS: MULTIPL
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B Ho cote cut “Woohoo"
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A Mark wos tred

B Mork wos excited

€ Mork wos scored

D Mark was concentrating.

S What does the pheose “his

B Which frart baet describes
Mark by the end of the
possage?

A Fearful

8. Determined

€ Lary

0. Confumed

2 Where does mast of the
‘action in thia passoge foke
locs?

A Ina rock clevbing orana.
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your nerves
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[y g—
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0. Patiarce i o kay 1o sccmse

D. In the decert

K What mght Mork do of e frihing
b frt rppe?

2 Why dd the author most
My write ths possogn?
A To asghan bow to raspel

of rock dmbing
0. To dossribe the view from the

top of a reck

Write A. 8. C. or D in each box.
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A MESSAGE FROM HOME

Match up each word with the correct definition by coloring each match a different color. )

1 d K.
2 B. =
@ W ]|

Anguish

Donavan. Flease say Donavan/” her brain pleaded Mia was homesick. There was no
ther way to say it. It was Week 6 of Boot Camp and Mia pined for everything: her
home, her friends, her puppy, and most importantly, her mom and dad.

“Cramer. Cummings.” the Sergeant bellowed gruffly

or pain.

The suspense was kiling her. Mia had known that Boot Camp would be difficult. But L
she was astounded by how arducus It really was fo leave everything she knew behind Anguish Hastily ||Toskfor smethng
“Donavan” Mia bolted fo collect her package. As she hastily opened if, some To lat:yourssifion 40 eictonok o
homemade chocolate chip cookies and a nate in her mom's handwriting fel out. Trdid seieste dietiove 2 s. a4y L
Your dod and T are so proud. We know it must be difficult to be away from home, nasige somebling specks (s ‘
ut you're halfway done. We are elated to call you our daughter. Ben is missing you too, {;‘]} m = !
ut confinues to gxcel in his high school courses. Luna misses you most of all 3 G Indul bi Deep sadness | In a rough or
Mia blinked away fears as she read 5o no one would see the anguish on her face. - hauge Pleaded or pain unfriendly way. |
Her pal Dirk poked her. “Those cookies look good. Any chance you could indulge me?” J 3. 6 = A D =
She fossed him one that he caught in his mouth It was nice to get a sweet reminder 2%5 F!
rom home, but i was time for her fo get back fo work. She and Dirk headed off. = ==1(Ne o [
= — In a rough or ] LBL Vary o ans
Sl OO OO AOOIINGS Gruffly Gruffl Ard AT Quickly ond 1
unfriendly way. EUNEDI  \rauous e Vbt Exich e

Hands-On Center: -
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Students put the two sides together to match
each word with the correct definition.

No Prep Printable Worksheet!



CENTER

-ompare & Contrast

OFF TO POOT CAMP: RECORDING SHEET

Read each letter ard decide where it belsnge Wiite sach latter whare it belonge in the diagrom

MARIAH NICKY BOTH

Marich and her twin brother Nicky had been inseparable from
e toking the next step in their lives. “We're going to be latel*

sis. I'm almost packed,” he replied Marich rolled her eyes Unlike her
»n packed for days. He always waited until the last minute. They

> Boot Camp. But, Marich was joining the Army and Nicky was joining

Joining the army | heoded fo boot | procrastinator | wil spend weeks

would take part in physical training that would strengthen their e fomrt ::': torsd
ilso spend weeks cut off from those they loved. = = =

rich “But hurry upl T don't want fo miss the busl” A A5, Qg c. &3S ;@
3nd 10 weeks in Boot Camp while Nicky only had fo go for 8 weeks. procrastinator headed to boot propared would spend Joring the o | wil complete o
ome difficult moments. The Anvil, a two night field practice fo teach camp weeks ot boot force test caled the

camp_ forge

will toke part In | nervous fo begn | would spend 10 |  wil complete o
physical training boot comp weeks ot boot | test called the
comp__ beast
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sal training would test her limits. The Forge, a test which came at
would also challenge her survival skills and fitness level.
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usy with his own work. He would be tested in Week 7 during an event
is would offer combat scenarios and further his training.
3 get this show on the road,” said Nicky. “We will definitely have a lot
we get back. I'm not going to lie.I'm a bit nervous.”
ty. Good luck, and don't miss me foo muchl”
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Students sort the details where they belong by comparing and contrasting.
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“sun flung its
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Color each canteen the same color o the backpack it goes with
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Hands-On Center: - N = s
Students sort each card onto the correct mat. No P rep Printable Worksheet!
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Place 10 cards that are right here

*E IN THE ARMY oy
Prioed miiury guys set up at a fuble in the hol AR 4 oy oy SLRELLLEPL BTN

Are you interested in money for college?” Q Q

igh school 0 he hadn't really thought all that much about v o ——— RlGHT OR WRONG?

seemed so friendly that he stopped fo talk. “What's this about?" J Owen needed o be ot

g for the Army, * a man named Dan said. “We could use guys like you - leoet 20 yoors old 1o First, read the story. Then, color each box green if it is right or red if it is wrong.

g &= C. Boot Camp for o the Aery B Do o the Ary | C. Boot Camp for | T recriers E Owen had ahears
ays admired my uncle in the Army when I was young. Tell me more y the ey laate for f!! HI Fiinese Tout has fve | the Acmy lasta for |24 %" o A=y | recmad of jorng the
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S 2 Rl
ptitude Battery test. This will tell us what you are good at* ] 8. Don said the Army HL iﬁ?ﬂ
i Fitnoes Test hae Five
e man continued, “Trust me. It's easy, and it tells us what youare £ g : 1. Owen was oiready in | J Boct Come lacts for
d fo be a US. Citizen and be between 17-35 years old” WRONG! prersdatam bteiedl
said Owen. “So I've got that covered!” Ploce 10 cards that are wrong hars. pros Pk
bout joining the Army is spending I0 weeks in Boot Camp where you will
K. Owen wos o jrior n T Afiee Boct Campr

gin the Army ond learn all the things you need to know. You look X| X i o s s

L o ] ok 1 the mitar for thor wachic e n
. “That'll help you to pass the Fitness Test. It has six challenges Q Q ‘_m:. Y oo Moy

ds heavy. Well, what if I want fo do something special in the Army?" ﬂ'ﬁg i m
p there is more training to help you get ready for your particular job.” P You naed o foke the | Q The Fitness Test S. Owen asked for o

ond asked for a brochure. “Great” said Dan “Take this home to your x x z';:":"" for the Army m:‘?;‘
ed him and walked away thinking the Army might be an option later on. ey ' efors joting ckader g - i
dreamed of jonng HI

the Navy, not the mas
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A TASTE OF HOME ) A TASTE OF HOME ‘

1
“What do you think, Sarge? You like these potatoes?” Micky teased as she stirred a pot | How did one 2. Why does Micky | 3. What meal did What is the :nrdl
Of course I ike them! Peel them up for mel* Sarge kaughed from the other side of the Vi doss Miky love ‘ recruit react to | love working in the |Micky and her gool Micky has for

mess hall Micky chuckled and shook her heod. Shallovad #ha chass of Hhelkilchen. After 20 wi g In the ktfchen? the food? kitchen? team prepare for the Faceits: f':;r,

years as the head cack, there was nowhere else she'd rather be. e e Fecrt o day in the mess
“Hey, Mickl What are we making foday?* Sara caled out: S
“Wel M e

Do =

Color 1t red 55| Cotor 1t ight biue. ;"]Wﬂl@'w‘m =) Color 1t yolow |

How did one recrult react

2 wun—mu.‘

1o the food? U 5. Why does Micky | 6. What makes 7. What does Sara | 8. How does Micky
Sera emiled "Guess we better moke sure they're well-fed First impressions matter!” | offer the recruits | this day special in |say fo Micky at feel after serving |
Exactlyl They're going be a nervous wrack, so we're giving them the works: FSEESI second helpings? | the mess hal? | the end of the | the recruits?
1. “Mathed potatoes, huh?” Sara feased. “You're spoling them olreody” | | - _ [do5? - -~ | |
You bet” Micky repted NN ORI | | Cobrtpwps ()| Cobr t oronge % Color 1 pik ) L~ |
* When the recruts orrved, [ J 9 What is Micky's |10. How does 1L What did Micky |12 Why does Micky E
role in the mess | Micky respond fo [notice about the | feel the need to
What i the overall god hal? Sara's comment | recruits when | serve comfort food ‘ E
Micky has for the recruits' about the day? they arrived? to the recruits?
bl,* Micky replied, her smile as warm as the meal she'd just served fiest day in the mess hall? —— ?—‘3 P ’\Ej‘ s T j ok g %?‘5
Reod eoch question on the poge. Color In each onswer on the passage. THE LIFETIME LEARNER

S
Hands-On Center: —_— e =

4.  Color the answer yelow

Stud th lori k card i .
R s No Prep Printable Worksheet!



B O VT
KING OF A SOLIDER
Bed that he might want o Join the Army. He spent hours taking fo his LQ To moke a difficult

E. ‘ SLELLLEBLL LBV VYY)
or painful decision Ereths : PUZZLES: DIOMS

" o bullet g > | A Toke the bul by

that is unavoidable. v A thehorns
JE| 8 Keop he chin wp
=S C Gt hsoct

o together
3 ond srong i dfficun [ D. Cross th
iz (B LIg-==.
Keep his [
g

and strong in difficult i B st e
situations w ptimdd

. In the end, he decided it was time to bite the bullet and do it. After signing the
rs, he was both nervous and excited fo dive headfirst into Boot Camp and

thing it had to offer. He would have to get his act fogether to become a member.
rom the moment he arrived, instructors wasted no time putting them through the

iger with physical drills. First came the Yellow Phase in the first two weeks. Every
as rough, but he reminded himself fo keep his chin up no matter how tough it was. To remain optimistic

he Red Phase came next, lasting 3-4 weeks. It focused on teamwork. Although

ael was scared of heights, he always muttered, “No pain, no gain”

feeks 5-7, the White Phase, included the Anvil test. Most soldiers dreaded it; but
ael saw It as g blessing In digguise. The nights in the field for medicd training and
work taught fo be stronger. “This is where the rubber meets the road,” he thought.
he final stretch, weeks 8-10, was called the Blue Phase. He knew the Army officials Hard work and J.

No pain, no
gain

wor i

dn't cut him any slack, but he decided to cross that bridge when he came to it. effort are necessary

By the time it was over, Michael felt like he could move mountaing Boot Camp had to achieve something
him to tgke the bull by the horns and face his fears. Michael knew he had come g worthwhile.

way from the nervous recruit he had been on day one.

e

Wite the cerrect ltter 1 sach bux THE LIFETIME LEARNER

®
o G THE LESSON THE HARD WAY

how you do it,* Tank bellowed. “Here, let me show you”
ing had been o nightmare for Jute. He was trying fo get the hang of Boot

TRLLELLLEL LAY

. But every time he tried to do something, the Name: Nome: L
Foe o fl b o o do 1 b "™ LEARNING THE LESSON THE HARD WAY (=5 _ ARG RIS ORI W) =2
“I'm just trying o do what Sarge said,” Jute ry = = - . - —— [ Whatfrdls 1 Yha pasage /. 4ss undesoy bliod your anewer.
e wfwx' 4 R = L Jute is patient and determined. Despite being taunted by Tank, I

Jute = potiant and dotermined Despte being tourted by Tank. Jute focusms on improving and dong what Sarge expects
Evderce nchudes e efforta 1o make b bed, unform, and shoes lock ther best and he wilingness % help Tank of the end

“You don't know how to do anything,” Tank mod Jute focuses on improving and doing what Sarge expects.

Jute's face fell The taunting from Tank conting
the mess hall, fried tripping him on the trail, and b
Just then the Sarge pulled up right next fo Tank
“What is this?" he bellowed. “You are marching
wreck, ond I just come from your bunk. Your bed af
Tank’s mouth opened in astonish but he did

2 Tank starts as arrogant and mean, constantly taunting Jute and
criticizing his efforts.

3 Tank learns that putting others down doesn’t help anyone, and it’s
better to focus on self-improvement and teamwork.

shocked when Sarge walked over fo Jute and comgl
“Your bed is perfect, soldier. You are really get
Later that night back in the bunkhouse, Tank of

4 Jute's positive attitude, determination to follow instructions, and
refusal to be discouraged by Tank’s taunts help him succeed.

“I'm sorry I wos such a pain,” he said. “Will yoy
“Of coursel Let's start right now!” said Jute wi

| wronged you.

5. Jute’s willingness to forgive Tank and help him demonstrates the
Moral of showing grace and kindness even to those who have

6. Tank’s apology shows that he is capable of growth and self-reflection

Write the answers to the in each box in o

THE LIFETIME LEARNER

2. How doss Tank's character change fhroughout the story?

Tork storts as arrogert and meon. constantly tmurting Jute ond crvhoirng hva afforts Howaver, after bang reprenanded by Sorge
and caaing Jute's success, he becomes remerseful and adka for Jutv's help  Improvs, showng humity and o dedre o changs
3. What leason does Tank learn by the end of the possage?

Tark learns that putting others down doesn't help anyone, and it's better %o focus on self -improvement and
feomwork Whan he acks Jute for haip, he shows growth and understanding of respact and camaraderie

4 How does Jute's attitude contribute fo s success in Boot Camp?

Jute's positive attitude, defermination to folow rafructions. and refusd fo be dscouroged by Tork's fants
help him succeed He focuses an his focks and chows resibence. sarming prase from Sarge

5. How dons Jute's recponse to Tank's apology reflect the mordl of the story?

Jute's wiligress 1o forgve Tark ond help him damonetrates. the meeal of thowing grace ond kndness even %o thase who
have wronged you Hes responce reinforces the idea that Seamwerk and understanding buld shranger relationchips

6. What does Tark's apology reved dbout his character by the end of the story?

Tork's apology chewe that he is capable of growth and celf -reflection It reveals that he recogrizes he
rréstokes and volues Jute's help, sgnaing a shift foward humilty and a wilingness to change.

Write the answers fo the questions in each box in complete senfences.

THE LIFETIME LEARNER
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RONTLINE FRIENDSHIP

ou in the mess halll Last one there's a rotten eggl” Ryan hollered as he bolted
of the bunk. His stomach growled louder than thunder.

Jake trailed close behind. He had been anxious about Boot Camp for weeks. The unknown
had loomed over him like a dark cloud. But ofter one week, he was starting to find his
footing. The routine, though grueling and difficult, had become oddly comforting.

“Ts this seat taken?" Joke joked when they reached the table. The two burst into
laughter. Every single meal since their arrivdl, they had sat in the same seats.

“Yum! Biscuits and gravy.” Ryon smirked This joke was their favorite. Biscuits and gravy
was the only thing served nearly every day. Boot Camp wasn't easy. But thanks to luck, they
had ended up as bunkmates. From that moment, their friendship hod grown.

“Time to get to work,” Joke groaned as the buddies left the mess hall Today's mission
was a feamwork exercise in the blazing desert,

“There's no better time than the present,” Ryan quipped, slinging his pack up.

Yech, work is a gift," Jake joked, rolling his eyes. The friendship they shared made the
foughest days better. “Do you think they'll give us a break?” he asked, half-joking.

Ryan smirked “That's not in the manual They think sweating buckets bulds character”

Jake nodded. “Well, at this rate, we'll have enough character to fill a novel”

T

"Ohno, Lhwﬁu‘duhmdhhmmmﬂiﬁnhﬁeofmm
stomping over, and he lool(ld!nﬁ . She quickly sprang to attention and saluted.

“I was just in your bunkl” he barked. Lila shivered in her boots “I can't believe you call
that bed ‘made.’ You'll need to make it again.* He frowned. Lila mumbled an apology.

“What did you say? Speak up, soldier!* the Commander said in fone.

“Sir, yes, sir. I opologize for my poor bed-making skils. I'l do better next time," Lila
replied in o fone. The Commander staked of f as Lila held back tears.

Lk bit bock feors as she grabbed o fray. Fireh; she had etuvbled through her- morning
workout. Just as she'd started to recover from that, the Commander had shown up at her
bunk, odding further - Her head hung low as she shuffled forward in the line.

But then, she felt a hand on her shoulder. "Tt's okay," o quiet voice said. She sow Teddy,
another recrutt, standing by her. “I saw what hoppened,” he added with o smile.

“I know these guys can be so rough,” Teddy continued, tﬁcldngbyhorddo “Hang in
there. You've made it this far, and you seem

Lllug‘me«iofTommw&weronffwhﬂﬁhwwrawuhddum&d.m

made her smile instead of choking back tears.

quet _____
T

Y

* demanding
Sympathetic
® overwhelmed
* humiliation
® respectful
* resilient

* irritated

FRONTLINE FRIENDSI-IIP

B Crcle the correct latter o anewer soch question.

stomach growled louder than thunder"?

2 What does “The unknown loomed over him bke o
dark cloud" suggest about Jake's feelings?

3 What does the phrase “grueling routine™ mean in
the context of Boot Camp?

4 How do we know Ryan and Jake's friendship ie
strong?

S. What theme is most evident in the passage?

6. Which of the following best describes the lesson
Joke and Ryan learn?

S
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A LITTLE PIT OF KINDNESS

Lo was grateful she had mode it 4o lunch. The morning had been grueling, and che was
feeling _overwhelmed . Boot camp was no joke. She was tired, nervous, and hungry.

“Oh no," Lia muttered as she ctood in line. The man with the Hitle of Commander was
stomping over, and he looked __irritated . She quickly sprang fo attention and soksted.

“I was just in your bunkl” he barked. Lika shivered in her boots. “I can't belleve you cal
that bed ‘mode. Youl need o make it again® He frowned. Lila mumbled an apology.

“What did you say? Speck up, soldier!” the Commander said in a_demandng _fone.

“Sir, yes, sir. I opologize for my poor bed-making ekils. I'l do better next time,” Lia
replied ina _respectfil  fone. The Commander staked of f as Lia held back fears.

Lila bit back tears as she grabbed a tray. Firet, she had stumbled through her morning
workout. Just as she'd started fo recover from that, the Commander hod shown up at her
burk, adding further _humiation  Her head hung low as the shuffled forward in the line.

But then, she felt  hand on her shodder. “Ii's ckay” @ quiet voice said. She saw Teddy,
another recrut, standing by her: “I saw what happened,” he odded with a_5¥meathetc smile.

“I know these guys can be so rough,” Teddy continued, sticking by her side. “Hang in
there. Youve mode it this for, ond you seem __resilent

Lia gonced ot Teddy His words weren't flashy, but they were just what she needed. His
quiet _ kindness  made her smile instead of choking back tears.

il HIIIIHHNII\H'I\IHIIIHIHHI\IlI|'IHIlIhIIII[IHHIIIHI|H\IWHH\MHUI\IllllllJINhIlHI\IHHI‘IHIIIIHIiHI‘IHIHIIIH
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Name:

CONQUERING THE HEIGHTS: MULTIPLE CHOICE [~

| o
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o

Name:

J
CONQUERING THE HEIGHTS: MULTIPLE CHOICE &

Wirat = the mon dea of the possage?
A Mark diecovers the theil of
rappellng despite inifial nerves.

B Mork struggles fo secure e
harnass bafore chrbing

C. Mark odmires the beauty of
nature from the fop of o rock

D. Mark decides not o rappel after
seeing how stoep the drop is

2 What does the word
“exhilaration” most kely mean
as used in the passage?

A Boredom

B. Excitement

C. Confidence

D. Nervousness

3. What happens right after Mark
secures his rappeling device?

A He looks over the edge.

B. Ho calls out "Woohoo "

C. The wice asks if he is locked in
D He odusts the friction on the
rope.

4 How dbwe\vno«Ma"-; ‘447
nervous about Fappeling? b
A He acks s friends %o reppel first.

B He mutters, “I'm not 6o eure about
that” a8 he looks over the edge.

C. Ha refuses fo rappel when asked

D. He dosen't respond when the voice

cdlls from abore

5. What does the phrase “his
hear+ pounding like o drum”
mean?

A Mork wos tired

8. Mark was excited

C Mark was scared

D. Mark was concentrating

6 Whot was Mork's prablem whis
rappeling, and how dd he solve 2
A He wos scared of haighte but
overcame it by focuting on the fin
B He forgot how o secure his

harnass but aked for help

C. He ddrvt know how 1o adust the
rope but ignared the instructions.

0. He tripped on the rock but
continued rappeling without clopping

7 What does the word "marveled"
mean in the serfence, “Mark
marvelad ot how something so
dangarous looking could turn out fo
be 50 much fun"?

A Wondered

8 Loughed

€. Complaned

0. Shouted

8. Which tratt best describes
Mark by the end of the
possage?

A Fearful

8. Determined

C Lazy

D. Confused

9. Where does most of the
action in this passage take
place?

A In a rock climbing arena

B. At the bottom of the rock
C. At the top of the rock and
during the descent

D. In the desert

0. What 1s o theme of the story?
A You should always trust
your nerves

B. Facing your fears con lead
fo great rewards.

C. Nature is dangerous and
should be avoided

D. Patience is a key to success.

It What might Mark do after: finiching
his fieet rappel

A Ask for ancther furn because he
enjoyed 1t 50 much

8 Dacide naver fo rappel again
becawse it was scary.

C. Refuse 1o talk fo the instructor
who helped him

D. Stay at the bottom of the rock

and wat for the sun o set.

2 Why did the author most
tkely write thic passage?

A To explan how fo rappel

8. To enfertain readers with a
story about overcoming fear

C. To teach readers the dangers
of rock clhimbing

D. To describe the view from the

fop of a rock

Write A, B. C, or D in each box.

THE LIFETIME LEARNER

L What s the man dea of e pasage?
A Mark dacovers the theill of
roppeliing despite ntid rerves

B Mark strugges fo secure hic
harness before clmbing.

C Mark admires the beauty of
nature from the fop of a rock

D. Mark decide ot to roppel affer
saeing how steep the drop i

2 What does the word
“exhilaration” most likely mean
as used in the passage?

A Boredom

8. Excitement

C. Confidence

D. Nervousness

3. What happens right after Mark
secures his roppelling device?

A He looks over the edge.

B. He calls out “Woohoo*

C. The voice asks If he ic locked in
D. He adjusts the friction on the

rope

4 How do we know Mark 16 jv’"
narvous about rappeling? “y
A He asks s friends fo rappel first.

B He muthers, “I'mnof 50 sre bout
that,” a he locke over the sdge

C. He refuses fo rappel when asked

D. He dossn't respond when the voice

cals from obon

5. What does the phrase “his
heart pounding like @ drum"
mean?

A Mark was tired

B. Mark was excited

C. Mark was scared

D. Mark was concentrating.

6 What was Mark's problem whis
rappeling, and how did he solve 1?7
A He wos scared of heights but
overcome it by focusing cn the fun
B He forgot how fo secure his
horness but adked for help

C. He ddr't know how fo adust the
rope but ignored the nstructions.

D. Ho tripped on the rock but
corntrued rappeling without stopping

7. What does the word “morveled
meaan in the sertence, “Mark
marveled at how something s
dangerous looking could turn out fo
be 50 much fun"?

A Wiondered

3. Loughed

C. Complained

D. Shouted

8 Which trait best describes
Mark by the end of the
passage?

A Fearful

B. Determined

C.Lazy

D. Confused

9 Where does most of the
action in this passage toke
place?

A In a rock climbing arena
B. At the bottom of the rock
C. At the fop of the rock and
during the descent

D.In the desert

10. What is @ theme of the story?
A You shoud aiways trust
your nerves

8. Facing your fears can lead
fo great rewards

C. Nature s dangerous and
should be avoided

D. Patience ie a key to success

L What might Mark do offer- finiching
s firct roppel®

A Ask for another furn because he
enjoyed it 60 much

8 Decide never fo roppel agan
becouse it was scory.

C. Refuse to fak to the instructor
who helped him

D. Stay at the bottom of the rock

and wat for the sun o set

12 Why did the cuthor most
likely write this passage?

A To explain how fo rappel

B To entertain readers with o
story about avercoming fear

C. To teach readers the dangers
of rock climbing

D. To describe the view from the
top of a rock
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Choose the format

rite A, B. C, or D in each box.
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HOW TO USE THIS:

 pick and choose the
centers you want to use:
do what works best for
your class!

e give less than |0 centers
to students if you are S

y. Good luck, and don’t miss me too much!”

short on time OFF TO POOT CAMP = o
o gol” Mariah and her twin brother Nicky had been inseparable from E5 = d
® glve S+Uden+s +he Wh°|e e taking the next step in their lives. “We're going to be latel” E
sis. I'm almost packed,” he replied. Mariah rolled her eyes. Unlike her E
day 1-0 Comple.l-e q“ |O on packed for days. He always waited until the last minute. They E
b Boot Camp. But, Mariah was joining the Army and Nicky was joining 5
Cen+e rS/qc+iVi+ies O R ould take part in physical training that would strengthen their E
hlso spend weeks cut off from those they loved. E
Spr‘eqd 'l'he room iah. “But hurry up! I don’t want to miss the bus!” =
ond |0 weeks in Boot Camp while Nicky only had to go for 8 weeks. B joining the army procrastinator headed to boot
+rQnSFOer+ion ou"’ over ome difficult moments. The Anvil, a two night field practice to teach E camp
al training would test her limits. The Forge, a test which came at E
qa Coup|e O'F days would also challenge her survival skills and fitness level. =
usy with his own work. He would be tested in Week 7 during an event E A e B
o use ‘I'he hands_on Cen+er~s is would offer combat scenarios and further his training. E - - ~
get this show on the road,” said Nicky. “We will definitely have a lot E ” will agsoevd wionkis
. 2 . W » = prepare
durlng your room we get back. I'm not going to lie.I'm a bit nervous. E apt o loved
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transformation and the A
no-prep printables as a
review during your
reading block
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What Skills are Included?

Sa n I s . A HKING SUCCESS
Lﬁ I o ‘ Leslie felt as though she could sleep for days. Each grain beneath her boots seemed
-_———————————s

;3 to make her feet scream in protest as she marched. Sweat dripped from her forehead

;ﬁ like a leaky faucet, and the 40-pound pack on her back felt like it weighed 200 pounds.
e Text Evidence ‘

":3 A HIKING SUCCESS: FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE SORT
:: = @ Lesso n /Mo rq I Color e#:ch canteen the sg:ne color as the k?c‘:‘ckpacE it goes wii'uh.

- ) Lt Fr. g bivtoreiuie il Bk g
e Character Traits

;:; C CI L T TTETITTR
2o Context Clues THE MAKING OF A SOLIDER

Michael decided that he might want to join the Army. He spent hours talking o his
family. In the end, he decided it was time tfo bite the bullet and do it. After signing the

papers, he was both nervous and excited fo dive headfirst into Boot Camp and

o Idioms
 Point of View | ==
« Compare & Contrast E%:z:.::;:::::

(AT
AR

everything it had to offer. He would have to get his act together to become a member.

PUZZLES: IDIOMS
E@ e o

through determination.

[as)
;‘ %ﬁé The point at which a
g plan or idea is tested.

TS
,g‘;-f' A @ To become organized
i)

2| A. Take the bull by
: the horns

{| B. Keep his chin up
= C. Get his act

that is unavoidable.

[ ] o :
 Figurative Language [ .

and s?rong dlf f cult

m situations.

o Reading Review @& o,

> together
4 "‘ D. Cross that
bridge when he

i came to it
‘, E. Bite the bullet
ﬁ ~ F. Blessing in

SN N AR RN RN N 0N N 0
4333199113112 YT

to achieve something : and disciplined
m worthwhile m disguise
P G. Cut him any
a e s To make great '\ “‘ slack
@ " s 2 To confront a problem 4 - ; H
prog g o ohalloii ooty £ l Move mountains
improvement. Hix 6‘ L Putting them

EE 5&%& Something that [ through the
7 L seems bad at first but 7 wringer

GAB

FAR

P To show mercy or
Bl el R



The no prep printable
questions are

Name:

CONQUERING THE HEIGHTS: MULTIPLE CHOICE

\

A Mark dscorers the fhedl of
rappeling decpite intid rerves

8 Mark struggles to secure e
harress bafors chrbing

C. Mark admices the beauty of
nature from the fop of a rock

D. Mark docides rot 1o roppel after
weeing how stesp the drop ke

2 What does the word
“axhloration” most bkely mean
as used In the passage?

A Boredom

B Excitement

C. Confidence

D. Nervousness

3 What happene right after Mark
secures his rappeling device?

A He looks over the edge

8 He calle out "Wooheo *

C. The woice asks if he is locked in
D. He odusts the frichion on the

rope

L
Y How do we know Mark e b"‘}
nervous about rappeling? \
A He ake his friends %o roppel first.
8 Ha mutters, “T'm not 50 are cbout
1hat" s he locks over the edge

C. Ho refuses %o roppel when asked

D He doeen't respond when the veice
calle from above.

5. What does the phrase “his
heart pounding like @ drum®
mean?

A Mark was tired

B. Mork was excited

C. Mark was scared.

D. Mark was concentrating,

6 What wos Mark's problem whie
reppelling, and how dd he solve #7
A Ha was scared of haights but
overcame It by focusing on the fun
B He forgot how fo secure his
harness but asked for help.

C. He ddr't know how 1o odust the
rope but ignored the instructions.
D.He fripped cn the rock but
contirued rappeling without stoppng

7 What does the word “marveled”
mean in the certence, *Mark
maorveled ot how something eo
dangerous looking could turn out o
be 80 much fun™?

A Wordered

8 Loughed

C. Comploinad

0. Srouted

8. Which trait best descrbes
Mark by the end of the
passage?
A Fearful

Determined

Lazy

Confused

9 Where does most of the
action in this passage toke
place?

A Ina rock climbing arena

B. At the bottom of the rock
C. At the top of the rock and
during the descent

D. In the desert

10. What is o theme of the ctory?
A You shoud olways trust
your nerves

B Facing your fears can lead
fo great rewards.

€. Nature ie dangerous and
should be avoided

D. Patience it a key fo succese

1 What might Mark do oftar- firighing
hia firet rappel?

A Adc fer anather furn becaute he
ecjoyed it e much

8 Dacide never fo rappel agan
bacouse 1t wos scory.

C Rafuse to talk fo the instructor
who helped him

D Stay ot the botHorm of the rock
ond wart for the sun o cet

12 Why did the author most
likaly write this passoge?

A To explain how to rappel

8 To enterton readers with o
story about overcoming fear

C. To teach recders the dangers
of rock clmbing

D. To describe the vew from the

top of a rock

Write A, B, C. or D in each box.
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| Whet & the mon dea of he pomage?
A Mark dscovers the theil of
roppelirg despite intidl rerves

B Mork struggles o secure his
harnass befars chmbing

C. Mark admires the beauty of
nature from the fop of @ rack

D, Mark decides rot to roppel after
weeing how steep the drop fs

2 Whot does the word
“axhiaration® most lkely maan
ad in th, e ?

5. What does the phrase "his
heart pounding like o drum"
mean?

A Mark was fired.

B. Mark wos excited

C. Mark wos scared.

D. Mark wos concentrating

3. What happens right after Mark
secures his roppelling device?
A He locks over the edge

questionl!

9 Where does most of the
action in this passage toke
place?

A Ina rock climbing arena

B. At the bottom of the rock
C. At the fop of the rock and
during the descent

D. In the desert

8.
o

€ Narure & aongerous ana
should be avoided

D. Patience ie o key o succesa

- RaTUSe 15 TaK 10 Tre InETrucTor
who halped him
D. Stay ot the bottom of the reck

ard wart for the cun o cet

U How dowe know Mark e L4

nervous obout rappaling?

A Ho adks W friends to rappel first.
tere. “Tm et o mre cbout
< b looks over the edge.
)fuces 1o roppel when csked
setrr? raspond when the vice
o cbave

ich trat best describes
by the and of the
)e')

rful

ermined

Y
ifused

 did the author moet
rite this passage?
xplan how fo rappel
ntartan readers with o
bout overcoming fear
- .« -00ch roders the dangers
of rock chmbing
D. To describe the view from the

top of @ rack

Write A, B, C. or D in each box
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other resources this

pairs well with:

Grab the 3-5 reading

room transformation

for additional passages!

Or, add in some math to your themed learning day!
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/128142-3rd-Grade-Math-Room-Transformations-319479

Please Note:

00000000

« This is not a stand-alone room transformation.

« There are no decorations included.

 There are 10 reading passages and activities
provided.

« The questions are editable. The passages are not.

« The digital version is provided in Google Slides.

« This Add on Pack aligns with my math & reading

classroom transformations.

« Let me know if you have ANY questions! You can

email me at lindsaythelifetimelearner@gmail.com
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