MAKE LEARNING FUN!

10 high-interest passages & activities
themed to make learning engaging
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ROCKEFELLER CHRISTMAS TREE
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Each Christmas, families choose between getti
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Pl S AND CONS

You can use
these passages:

e for classroom

13

3 When did the city of ficially
ctart the tradtion of lghtng
the Rockefeler tree?

“broadcasting” I the sentence.
“NBC etarted broadcasting the
Aghting of the free”?
A) Racordig

8) Showing

€) Tgnoring

D) Celebrating

transformations

7. Which month does Erik

' Sice 2007, the free has been
donated fo Habitat for
Humarity. Which of #

5. The passage says the free

8. What happens fo the tree
has *almost five mies worth of
LED Christmas Ights.” Which

Pl e g T i e during your ELA block
e HEARTWARMING STORIES

8) Hoight o - Throughout history, people have been surprised by acts of kindness during Christmas.
These moments show the true meaning of giving. Some examples are shown right herel

In 958, Glen Gillette was a high school teacher. For Christmas, she went to visit her
parents. On the way, her car started fo overheat because the radiator hose broke. She took
it to a repair shop, but it neadad a new nart Whan cha cama hack with the nart the chan
had closed. The own€  Nome:

In 963, Shel O HEARTWARMING STORIES SORT

Each stocking (main idea) at the bottom has 3 presents (defails) that go with it. Color each present the correct color.
mother was in the he

ladies surprised the ¢

¢ as partner/small

'q What is the main reason
Erik Pouze looks for the
“biggest and best” tree?
A) To impress the mayor
2) To create on impressive

group activities

holday dsploy

©) To use less LED ights
D) To save money on
decorations
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You can use this resource two ways:
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G

Use the reading passages to OR use these reading passages
supplement your Christmas for students to enjoy during your
Room Transformation ELA block on a regular day

You don't have to do a room transformation to use this resource.

These 10 passages are no-prep and print & go.

Use them anytime during your ELA block!



HE CONTENT:

10 high-interest passages & activities
in 2 formats: hands -on & no prep
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h card. Cross the matching word ou

4. Which word is left at the end? Circle it}

Something that
helps make you

feel better.

Very calm and
peaceful, with ﬁ
no noise or stress.

A.

Well-known or
famous for ﬁ
thing

Made or
produced

in large amounts.

F.

4

Decorating or G.
adding
something to ?
make it look nicer.

With this version, students read the passage.
Then, they complete a hands-on center
activity you can laminate and re-use for
years to come.
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1 Ll Very calm and peaceful, with no nolse
want it
0 To bey tart from a certain place
or id
Ma a0 s
u feel
O Dec: something fo
make
Looking kike o similar to something
is
a
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fo you.
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Or in this version, students read the passage.
Then, they complete the activity in worksheet
form. This version is NO PREP and PRINT & GO

Just as much fun as the hands-on centers!




2 Versions of Every Passage

Included for Students
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A SNOWSTORM IN SEATTLE

During a big snowstorm in Seattle, Gina Cohen’s son was sick with the flu. She couldn’t
leave the house because of the snow and didn’t have enough medicine or a thermometer. In
the middle of the night; she asked on Facebook if someone could help. To her surprise, a

eighbor she didn't know brought her everything she needed at 4 in the morning!

Ritu Sharma was on Facebook during the storm and saw a girl’s post. The girl needed a
de to the airport because her mom had died in India. Ritu saw a man post he could drive
nyone fo the airport. She connected them, and Ritu later learned he gave the girl a ride.

Morgan Roe had been waiting two days for a bus because of the storm. When one
inally came, she was a block away and tried to run through the snow to catch it. The bus
river saw her and stopped to open the doors for her so she could get out of the storm.

Kyleen Junier was driving home when she saw a woman with a cane trying to walk on
he snowy sidewalk. She offered the woman a ride and found out the woman had just lost

er home and was staying in a hotel. Kyleen was glad to help her get safely back to the hotel.

Stephanie-Kate Bratton was out walking her dogs with her husband when they saw a
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COMMON CHRISTMAS MISHAPS

The holiday season is full of fun, family, and decorations. But some decorations can

lead to injuries if people aren’t careful. Between 2007 and 2016, a study found over

F={ 173,000 people were hurt by holiday decorations. Christmas trees alone cause many
injuries each year. Around 23,000 people were hurt by trees and tree stands. They had
injuries like cuts, falls, and back pain. Surprisingly, artificial (fake) trees caused more
injuries than real ones.

Christmas lights can also be risky. They make houses look beautiful, but they come
with dangers. The study found about 31,855 people in the US. were injured by lights.
Loose cords and broken wires can cause shocks, trips, and falls. Electrical lights cause
more problems than any other type of decoration. In fact, 36,054 people were injured
by electrical decorations. People should check wires aren't broken, avoid plugging too
many things info an outlet, and make sure cords aren’t left on the floor so no one trips.

Even visiting Santa has its risks! Many kids go to see Santa at the mall, but
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A SNOWSTORM IN SEATTLE

During a massive snowstorm in Seattle, Gina Cohen found herself in a difficult situation. Her young son was sick
with the flu, and the heavy snowfall made it impossible to leave the house. She was almost out of medicine and didn't

have a thermometer to check his temperature. In the middle of the night, Gina turned fo Facebook, asking if anyone

could go to the store for her. To her surprise, a neighbor she didn't know replied and picked up medicine and a
thermometer for her, all at 4 in the morning!

Ritu Sharma was also on Facebook during the storm when she saw a post from a young woman needing a ride o
the airport because her mother had just died in India. Ritu quickly remembered seeing another post from a man
offering rides fo the airport for anyone in need during the snowstorm. She tagged both of them, connecting them.
The next morning, she learned that the man had taken the young woman to the airport as well as many others who
needed rides during the snowfall.

In another part of Seattle, Morgan Roe had been waiting for a bus for two days as snow covered the streets.

The snow made travel difficult. When a bus finally arrived, Morgan was a block away. Due to so much snow on the
ground, she struggled fo reach the stop as she saw the bus driving off. However, to her surprise, the bus stopped
halfway down the street and opened its doors. The driver let her board so she could escape the snowstorm.

Kyleen Junier was driving home through the heavy snow when she noticed a woman with a cane having trouble
walking on the icy sidewalks. Kyleen stopped and offered her a ride, finding out that the woman had recently been
evicted and was living in a hotel. She was grateful to make the woman’s day a little better by giving her a ride in the
cold.

While walking her dogs with her husband, Stephanie-Kate Bratton noticed a car slipping and struggling to make it
up a snowy hill. Her husband quickly went back home to get towing equipment. Together, they managed to pull the car
over the hill. But they didn’t stop therel Afterward, they helped two more cars, giving their neighbors some extra help

in the middle of the storm. These stories show how a community came together to help one another during a difficult

TR0 SRS LRI

snowstorm in Seattle. THE LIFETIME LEARNER
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COMMON CHRISTMAS MISHAPS

The holiday season brings excitement, family gatherings, and lots of decorations. But, it’s easy to forget that
holiday decorations can sometimes lead to accidents. Each year, people are injured while putting up Christmas trees,
hanging lights, and even setting out presents.

From 2007 to 2016, a study found that over 173,000 people were injured by holiday decorations. Christmas

trees alone caused a significant number of injuries. Around 23,000 people were hurt while setting up trees and tree

stands. These injuries included cuts from sharp branches, falls while placing decorations on tall trees, and even back

injuries from lifting heavy tree stands. Both real and artificial trees can cause accidents. Though surprisingly, artificial
trees are involved in more injuries than real ones.

One of the most common sources of holiday injuries is Christmas lights. Twinkling lights can make a tree or house
look beautiful, but they come with risks. The study found that about 31,855 people were injured by holiday lights
across the United States. String lights, loose cords, and light bulbs can pose tripping hazards or cause shocks if not
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used properly. In fact, all electrical decorations have shown themselves to be potentially dangerous. With almost
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Differentiate and give
your students the
version best for them!




T
OF THE ROCKEFELLER CHRISTMAS TREE
efeller Christmas tree tradition started in New York City during the Great
fon. In 193], @ group of construction workers saved their money to buy @
istmas tree. They wanted o spread hope and joy fo people struggiing, and it worked
By 1933, the city had started a new tradition of lighting the tree for everyone to see. In
1951, the television station NBC started broadcasting the kighting of the tree. Since then,
they have continued fo show it each year: This event is held the week after Thanksgiving,
but you can still visit the tree until the first week of January.

PSR S S—. SV U SR VR Y S
Name:

ROCKEFELLER MULTIPLE CHOICE
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E NTE R Mystery Word

T

a6 candy, you might picture candy canes. Their hook shape
ke them prevalent during the holiday season. But where did
low did they first come fo be?

E the idea began in 1670 when a German choirmaster gave sugar sticks
e choir. He wanted fo keep them quiet and create a trangui mood during the

What year did the Rockefeller Christmas
tree tradition begin?

A) 193!

B) 1933

C) 1951

D) 2010

1.

Why did the construction workers originally
buy a Christmas tree in 19317

A) To start a holiday tradition

B) To bring hope and joy during tough times
C) To sell it in New York City

D) To decorate their own homes

2‘

Very calm and
peaceful, with ﬁ
no noise or stress.

icks fo have hooks, like

A.

Well-known or
Rornooe for GE
i

E:

Made or
produced
in large amounts.

| 8

el

Something that
helps:make:you ﬁ
feel better.

=21 MYSTERY WORD
conjoining sugar with pepp
has been a natural remedy
help with stomach aches. Pe
Because of tte popularity a 5 R
el resembling manufécture conjoining
Today, we shill have or
adorning them in red and
fwo bill - s
e e o] | ranquil originate appealing
canes as port of holday
[T
remedy fortunate imitate
renowned prevalent adorning

Decorating or G.

adding
something to
make it look nicer.

Hands-On Center: —=——

T reTe cearnes

Read each card. Cross the words off based on the
definitions to find which box is left at the end!
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e ROCKEFELLER MULTIPLE CHOICE 5

| What year did the 3 When did the oty officially | 4 Which word could reploce U
Rockefellr Christmas free short the frodifion of ighting | "broadoasting" in the sentance
tradtion begin? #he Rockefeller tree? *NGC etortod broadcarting the
ARy ) r ARy s of the free"?
B) I 8 nd ey dces | 8) 933 ) Recardeg
i - om B9
) 200 D) 2007 » CW"V

s
7 Which month does Ertk B What happens fo the tres
Pauze usually decide on the ofter s faken down from
Rockefeler tree for the Rockefeller Plaza?
A) It is stored unti next year:
B) I* is burned for warmth

€)1t s donated for

5. The pocsage cays the tree
has "amort fiee méns worth of
LED Chrictmas bghta* Which | Humarity Which of tha followng
word 1 @ syrceym for "worth® | words best describes Hobitat

n thie senfence?

hemabuidng
D) T is cold %o another city.

% What is the main reasen
Erk Pouze fooks for the
“biggest ond best” tree?

c)v.,_n...umw.

L Wiy g pacple thek he
Rockefelr froe i 8 “eymbol of
hop ond joy” Seday?

3| ) 1 docorated with Ights and

12 What s the purpose of
City in October?
B) To gt 1t ready for the

\ghtrg ceremony
€) To make 1 grow bigger

maving the free to New York

A) To kep it safe from smow

D) To save money on
deccrations

D) To 0dd more branches

Write A. B, C. or D in each box.

THE LIFETIME LEARNER

SUELLLLBLL LBV

Nome:

MYSTERY WORD

O Well-known or famous for something.

O Very calm and peaceful, with no noise
or stress.

O Something that is nice or makes you
want it,

tranquil

originate \ appealing

0 To begin or start from a certain place
or ea

0 Mode or produced in large amounts.
U Something that helps make you feel

better.

remedy

TR
1
1

fortunate imitate

Q) Decorating or adding something fo

make it look nicer.

g lke or simiar to som

renowned

& hing
Clq*wmnmwhwn

(=] having something good

Read each card. Cross the matching word out. Which werd is laft at the end? Circle it
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No Prep Printable Worksheet!



CENTER

.ompare & Contrast

Pros of Real Christmas Trees Pros of Fake Christmas Trees

gt

Customizable in 828, | Dogrvt drop needies,
color, and shape

afl TR
DR FAKE TREES

Wies choose between getting a real or a fake (artificial)
th types of trees have good and bad things about them.
ike getting a real tree because it's a special holiday tradition. Going

together can make happy memories. Real trees also smell wonderful;
ent fills the house and makes it feel like Christmas. Real trees are also
snment because they can be recycled as mulch after Christmas.

wre unique, with branches that look natural and make decorating fun.
and, fake trees have great advantages too. They are a good

Creates a special
holiday tradition for = | Environmentaly
fornibes. friondly

8o there’s less mess.

Cons of Fake Christmas Trees
i

Doesn't have a fresh| Not environmentally
scent friendly

2 you can reuse them every year, saving money over time. They are Cons of Real Christmas Trees
«are of. Unlike real trees, fake trees don't need fo be watered, and

edles, which makes less mess. You can also choose fake trees in

ors, and shapes. Some even come with lights already on them. Plus,

lergic fo real trees, so fake trees are a safe choice.

family picks a real or fake tree, both are good choices. Both types of
nas cheer and make decorating with family special. You can make
ecorate them any way you like, and enjoy the holiday spirit fogether. M
sut finding what works best for your family.

G o e anposabin
Locch year soe a new. | | Drope nesdies; which
tree e needed can moke @ mess.
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Hands-On Center:

Students sort the details where they belong by comparing and contrasting.

H#2

MAIN IDEA:
Sheda Deane and her
sishers were surprised

with gfts durng o
fficit Chratman
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HEARTWARMING STORIES

Throughout hietory, people have been surprised by acts of kindness during Christmos.
These momants show the true meaning of giving Some examples are shown right hare!
In IS8, Glen Gilette was a high schoal feacher. For Christmas, she wert fo vistt her
enfi. On the way, her cor storted fo averheat because the radiator hose broke. She fook
#o a repair shop, but It nesded @ new part. When she came back with the part, the shop
closed. The owner stayed late o fix her car and refused fo fake any money from her.
In F63, Shaila Deana’s fathar foid har fomly there wouldn't ba any presents. Shela's
mother woe in the hoepital, and her father couldn't afford gifte But on Cheietmos Eve, two
bes surprised the grie with treate and new coate. Ther neighbor had foid her church, and
‘e church wanted fo help. Shela wil never: forget the kindness of her neighbor.
In H59, Rafosl Vilakobos jomed the army. He wanted fo go home for: Christmas, but he
his friand didn't have money for @ bus They fried fo hifchhke over 1100 mies but grew
ed because 1t was hard fo find o ride. A kind fomdy picked them up and drove them the
\le way. The famly even paid for their meals. Rafoel is still thankful for their generosity.
In R3S, during the Great Depression, Martin Klapper was 10 years old Hies parents
't pay rent becase they did't have jobs. A maikman osked Martis father what was.
rong Marti's father said he needed $33 for rent. The maikman gave him $50 and fold him
 fo pay I back Martin's father coud pay rent and buy a Christmas gift for his kide.
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Hands-On Center:

Students sort each detail onto the correct mat.

\ SELLELLLEL LB PVVTTEYY
REAL OR FAKE TREES: PROS AND CONS

Color each box the same color as the category it falls info on the side. '

sach yeor skce anaw | Drope needies, which | Dostrrt have o frash | Doeert drop
troe « ramded con moke o mess | scent

F=T5CoNs: SR
oF Nt toly (| Environmentally
REAL ey ‘
GREEN/ s oy ‘

Dot croate the | Hos @ frash pne
came fradition s guing [oart that flle the [ Vay couse alergies .
ot %o pick o tree | home. ’

All branchas kook the

coma peorln
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No Prep Printable Worksheet!
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HEARTWARMING STORIES SORT

Each stocking (main idea) at the bottom has 3 presents (detais) that go with it. Color each prasent the correct color:

Narne:

A. B. C. G. H. I.
s cor
Tha famiy dawidn Hetoe Rofonl and s - The makman
wnpad y s paroe: frand dekt it ok o
for fheir e i hove scuh Mo o b pod bk
e rokan e ok : s
o2 rodator o pay e b v o oarouty
e e i, the howpt
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No Prep Printable Worksheet!



Task Cards

Bre strong animals that live in snowy, northern
like the Arctic tundra. They have thick fur that Name:

o i e oo g 5 i o i REINDEER PARAGRAPHS

Their hooves help them dig through snow o find Description L Tort Structurs et DESCIPHION

SLELLLELLLLBRB ATV
ALL AROUT REINDEER PARAGRAPHS

like moss and lichen. Both male and female reinde:
grow antlers, which they shed and regrow each
Reindeer are well-suited for survival in the cold.

@ travel Now, more people are rying fo solve this

Reindeer face freezing weather during winter, high

temperatures during summer, and trouble findi

in between. This is why reindeer migrate. But be: Problem
P and Solation

of human buildings and roads, it is harder for 11

problem and make it easier reindeer fo migrate.
their help, reindeer will have a better chance su

How many gallons of
eggnog were served in the
largest serving?

As the climate changes, it's difficult for reindeer to
adapt and survive. Scientists predict warmer s
could help reindeer find more food. However, it
means an increase in bugs. They can stress and

reindeer’s feeding. Winters will bring more ice,

Hints From the Text fo Show Proof:

ThiS Par03r0oPh d€5Crib

live, how +heylook, and how +hey

SUryive. LT 0

out them-

2. Text Structure Used

Hints From the Text to Show Proof:

3. Text Structure Used:

Hints From the Text fo Show Proof:

Y. Toxt Structure Used

Hints From the Text fo Show Proof:

5, Text Structure Used

Docide what fext structure each paragraph fals under. Write the corroct ons in each box. Use the word bark below.

L Rendear are shrong animds that bve in
ncwy, e theen regees lie the Archc

Find focd bke moss and hchen Both maie and
farmcle rardeer o - ac . wheh thay
shed and regrow each year Randeer are

woll-sutod for survial s the cold

Text Structure Used: Deceription

2 Reindear foce freszng weather durng
winber, high femperatures during surmer,

reindesr % mgrate With ther hap.
rondear wh have o bather chance survivimy

Tast Struchur Used: roblem and sokibon

Text Structure Used: Couse and effect

4 Robert May first crected the story of
Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindear + 1 Ha
story quchly grew i popudartty By 5
Rudolph hod become o wel-ioved that the
firet animated Audoloh fhe Red-Nosed
Reindoar meove was produced Today, many
years lofer, Rudslphvs story continuss fo be
@ huge part of holday froditions around the
workd

S Reindasr and regdor desr how much
tors But, rerdser prefar o <old
e

oles grow ontlers

WORD PANK:
O Compare and contrast
OCause and effect
O Chronological
order/sequence of events

Hrits From the Text fo Show Proof:

it harder for them to find food under the snow.

Write the type of text structure used in each box and any clues that helped you figure it out.

g b gt o o 51
Dncerber 3. 207

Hands-On Cente: |

w many gingerbread
wses were in the largest
~gerbread vilage?

e e e

‘ Who organized the largest
Secret Santa gift
exchange, and how many
people participated? 4{}*

2. | Color the cnewer ght blue

Students use the coloring task card questions to
color in answers in the infographic.

QDescription

OProblem and solution
Text Structure Used: Sequencing Text Struchure Used Compars ond cortrast

Narme: THE LIFETIME LEARNER

TULLLLLLLALLLALL LA AV
"™ HOLIDAY WORLD RECORDS: INFOGRAPHIC

| How many gallons of 2 Who organized the 3. How many gingerbread | 4 How many people were
eggnog were served in | largest Secret Santa gift | houses were in the served ot the largest

the largest serving? exchange, and how many | largest gingerbread holiday meal?
people particpated? wilage?
A P,
Color it red Color it light blue. é;& Color It Ight green. i Color it yellow.
5. How many festive 6. How many people 7. How many gifts were | 8 How long was the
boubles dd Joel Strasser | dressed os Santain the | wropped by volunteers in [ largest Christma cracker
hang in his beard to break | largest gathering of one hour? ever made? |
his own record? Santas? |
<] )
Celor 1 purple Color It orange. Color It pink. Calor 1t brown. I

expensive Christmas free | group of carolers number of lights on a real | longest wish list given fo
dsplayed, ond what was | recorded? Christmas tree and Santa recordad, and
s value? where was it? where did It toke place?

- Z:ixm..m 43&.,,‘.“_ i:’im‘.wmf:i

Read each question on the page. Color In each answer on the passage. THE LIFETIME LEARNER

4 9 Where was the most 10. Where was the largest | L What was the record | 12 What yeor was the F
i

No Prep Printable Worksheet!



s trees can accidentally catch on fire? They're not common but
age. By understanding what causes them, we can keep homes safe.

BT
I CUT AND PASTE

There are many causes and effects of Christmas tree fire

e 4 ot o f¥wpaiet b . s Healers o G fred CUT AND PASTE Glu soch enten o the e 1 blongs n.

Studies show 8/ of these fires are caused by candles. If one is positi There are many causes and effects of Christmas tree fires. Causes

Lastly, people playing with fire are responsible for 6/ of incidents. So < Prommity %o heating Playing with fie: Kids or
sqipment: Trees placed foo aduits using hghters or
the smoke can ruln walls, prosents are often destroyed

odults might play with lighters or matches near the free. A spark can set - Y
The effects of Christmas tree fires can be severe. Not only do they pff - frew | ; - o epana hachers con grte. accidentall etort a fre. ::* mi:_«:: n free fires, omaig
£ injury and death, but they cause damage to homes and belongings: Beca T s Sosioes divess

Extentive smoke domage:
Even if the fire ie confaned,

Candes near the fres: Castly home domage: Intence | | Lass.time fo. ssscos: The repid
Flams from candles ploced | | flamas can destroy eictrical sproad of Chrictmas fres
timent: f i in Fire = ear o on the free con systema, floors, celnge, and fires loaves less time for
sentimentol value of items can be lost forever in these fires. While yo ogiitprivn ey =i S
items, the memory that you may attach to certain objects will be gone fory

TN

€ house because of the snow and didn't have enough medicine or a thermometer. In

e middle of the night, she asked on Facebook if sg Name: 3
ighbor: she didn't know brought her everything of g A SNOWSTORM IN SEATTLE w2 o
Ritu Sharma was on Facebook during the storm

o f o o it e o e 2 hrtr 1 AT

L Gina Cohen: I was so scared cbout my son during the snowstorm. We coukd't leave the

of house b it hard. I posted on Facebook asking for help and a neighbor I
de 15 #he airport because her mom had died in I ouse because It was snowing so hard. T posted on Facebook asking for help and a el
yone 1o the irpor+. She comnected them, and Rl - WO'S SO scared about my Son during +h hod never met was able fo bring me what I needed at %00 In the morning

Morgan Roe had been waiting two days for a by SNOWS+Orm- WC C’OU\dn} \(iO.VC 'HTC LTOUSC becayse i+ 2 Rty Sharma: T was searching Facebook during the snowstorm and T came across a girl who needed a ride fo
inally came, she was a block away and tried fo run . i the airport. T had a friend that also posted he wos looking #o help anyone in the enowstorm that needed a ride
river sow hor:and stopped fo open the doors for f  WOS SNOWING 50 hard- T Posted on Facebook asking o o T g s S o i i bk sl

P O . 2 3 Morgan Row:The snowstorm mads geting around the crty really hard for me. The bus stop was preHy far
o my:::s‘;:‘::;:;‘ ::'::ed::o‘;o:m :::. Por help and a nei3hbor I hod never met Was able +o bring away o my house and T had fo 5 ':«Q«u\a& of m:m m;v there. When the Ml:wmp:ulh:g

% L3 1 1 fowarde the snow, it didn't go fo the bus stop. It stopped half a block away so I could get on early and get out
- hotn. o vie shaiig s & hatel Klose vios i, DC wWhot T needed at H.00 IN the MOrNINGY . the eewe on the bk hoee e " " » »

Stephanie-Kate Bratton was out walking her do
ar struggling fo get up a snowy hill. Her husband wi
hey helped the car up the hill After that, they helg
ctions show how people helped each other. Every si

snowstorm!

TN

T came 0cross o 3irl Who needed a ride +o +he airPort- T hod o

0riend +hot also posted he was looking +o help anyone in

+he SNOWS+Orm +hat needed 0 ride +0O +he QirPOr+t.  Write the anewer on the blank lnee
THE LIFETIME LEARNER

Y Kyleen Junier: I was driving home during the snowstorm and I saw a woman in the snow. I
gave her a ride. I found out that she had been kicked out of her home the day before the
snowstorm and needed a ride to her hotel I was happy to help!

5. Stephanie-Kate Bratton: I was walking my dogs with my husband during the snowstorm.
We saw a car struggling fo drive up a snowy street. My husband went back to get his fowing
equipment and we helped fow the car up the hill We helped more cars after that as well

Write from the point of view of each person in each box. THE LIFETIME LEARNER




Sequencing Puzzles

R T

was delivering gifts. The packages in|

witvmesna i HOLIDAY HERO PUZZLE MAT | =

able to put it out. So, in order to say

from the truck. He raced fo rescue

HOLIDAY HERO

I postal workers are the ones who deliver presents during the Christmas
deliver hundreds of packages each day in order fo make Christmas a success.
Wiring the Christmas season of 20K, one postal worker's truck caught on fire while he

Place the puzzle pieces in order here on the mat.

8. The Osawatormie
Fire Department

came to put the fire

H ]

Because of the postmants auick] [

Event |

Event 2 Event 3

Event 4

flames. The Osawatomie Volunteer A
they did, they took pictures of the §

In a Twitter post with pictures |
delivery may have Just lost its Primes

D. During

caught on

saved were delivered in time for Che

Word spread and everyone cong
postman put his own safety at risk §| Fr® H
everyone would still receive their giff o

A. Smoke started

out.

F. He examined the
Christmastime in 2019, ' |coming out of the fire and recognized

a postal worker's truck |4 ck he could not put it

Blu Bl

he saved were

customers.

[ = *N ol

Event §

Event 6 Event 7

Fd 8 6. The postal worker

E. All of the packages

delivered to the

Hands-On Center:

iy

started removing ol
of the packages
from his

i

oty

people aren't careful Between 2007 and 2016, a study found over
e were hurt by holiday decorations. Christmas trees dlone cause many

Christmas lights can also be risky. They make houses look beautiful, but they come
with dangers. The study found about 31855 people in the US. were injured by lghts
Loose cords and broken wires can cause shocke, trips, and falls. Electrical lights cause
more problems than any other type of decoration. In foct, 36,054 people were injured
by electrical decorations. People should check wires aren't broken, avold phugging oo
many things info an outlet, and make sure cords aren't left on the floor 50 no one tripe
Even visiting Santa has e risksl Many kids go o see Santa at the mal, but

cometimes decorations around him can be dangerous. The study found that 277 chidren
were hurt whil visiting Santa. Some kids tripped, got caught on decorations, or even fell

off Santa's lop. So, while decorating and visiting Santa are fun, it's dlways important o
be safel

A

© TRUE v

People often overlook risks S
when putting up holiday

Only people setting up lights
get Injured from holiday

decorations. decorations.
Frayed wires on lights or cords Q Christmas tree stands can
can be a hazard

also cause injuries.

$FALSEx

THE LIFETIME LEARNER

Students put the puzzle pieces in chronological order.

Every holiday injury involved K
lights or electrical
decorations.

Visits to Santa were found to be; R
completely safe with no

reported injuries.

Christmas tree lights are the N
safest type of electrical

decoration.

Decorations around Santa L
caused injuries for some
children.

Some kids fell off Santa's lap M
and got injured

Students decide if each card is true or false.

\\ SRLLELLLEL LA PVVVYTEYY

HOLIDAY HERO SEQUENCING

First, read the passage. Then, put the events in order below from sl fo #8 by writing a number
at the top of each box. Put | in the box that comes first and a *8 in the box that comes last

A Smoke started B. The Osawatomie

coming out of the | Fire Department

truck came to put the fire

out.
5]
, 2l

C. Pictures were D. During
taken and put on Christmastime in 2019,
Twitter of what a postal worker's truck

caught on

happened
® fre @ |

E. Allof the packages | F. He examined the
he saved were
delivered to the

customers.

fire and recognized

he could not put it

out
8 @
o ol o o[[E]

G. The postal worker |H. The public found
started removing all | out what happened

of the packages on social media and

from his the story
truck  |© | [ spread |2
Lo ¢, Lot l—.ll

L ) L

THE LIFETIME LEARNER
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No Prep Printable Worksheet!
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COMMON CHRISTMAS MISHAPS: TRUE OR FALSE?

Put o T for true or an F for false in each

Every holiday injury involved I K
lights or electrical S
decorations.

Decorations around Santa L
caused injuries for some
children

Some kids fell off Santa's lap (- M
and got injured

Christmas tree lights are the
safest type of electrical

decoration.

o

Only people setting up lights
get injured from holiday
decorations

real trees only, not artificial

The study included injuries from sy P

ones.

o R

Frayed wires on lights or cords

can be a hazard

Visits to Santa were found to be;
completely safe with no

reported injuries.

People often overlook risks
when putting up holiday
decorations

also cause injuries.

Christmas tree stands can

THE LIFETIME LEARNER
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No Prep Printable Worksheet!
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A SNOWSTORM IN SEATTLE

During a massive snowstorm in Seattle, Gina Cohen found herself in a difficult situation Her young son was sick
ith the flu, and the heavy snowfall made it impassible o leave the houss. She was almast aut of medicine and didn't
ave @ thermometer to check his temperature. In the middle of the night, Gina turned fo Facebook, asking if anyene
0uld go o the store for her. To her surprise, a neighbor she didn't know replied and picked up medicine and a
hermometer for her, all at 4 in the morning!

Ritu Sharma was also on Facebook during the storm when she saw a post from a young woman needing a ride to
he airport because her mother had just died in India. Ritu qickly remembered seeing another post fram a man
Ffering rides fo the airport for anyone in need during the snowstorm. She tagged both of them, connecting them.
he next morning, she learned that the man had foken the young woman to the airport as well as many others who
\eeded rides during the snowfall

In ancther part of Seattle, Morgan Roe had been waiting for a bus for two days as snow covered the streets
he snow made travel difficult. When a bus finally arrived, Morgan was a block away. Dus to 50 much snow on the
round, she struggled to reach the stop as she saw the bus driving off. However, to her surprise, the bus stopped
alfway down the street and opened its doors. The driver let her board so she could escape the snowstorm

Kyleen Junier was driving home through the heavy snow when she noticed a woman with a cane having #rouble
alking on the icy sidewalks. Kyleen stopped and offered her a ride, finding out that the woman had recently been

icted and was living in a hotel. She was grateful fo make the woman's day a little better by giving her a ride in the
old

While walking her dogs with her husband, Stephanie-Kate Bratton noticed a car slipping and struggling o make it
i a snowy hill Her hushand quickly went back home to get fowing equipment. Together, they managed to pull the car

er the hill But they didn't stop therel Afterward, they helped twa more cars, giving their neighbors some extra help
the middie of the storm. These stories show how @ community came together fo help one another during @ difficult
nowstorm in SeatHe.

THE LIFETIME LEARNER

e T

Print & Go

Choose

i
A SNOWSTORM IN SEATTLE

During a massive snowstorm in Seattle, Gina Cohen found herself in a difficult situation. Her young son was sick
with the flu, and the heavy snowfall made it impossible to leave the house. She was almost out of medicine and didn't
have a thermometer to check his femperature. In the middle of the night, Gina turned fo Facebook, asking if anyone
could go fo the store for her. To her surprise, a neighbor she didn't know replied and picked up medicine and a
thermometer for her, all at 4 in the morningl

Ritu Sharma was also on Facebook during the storm when che saw a post from a young woman needing a ride to
the airport because her mather had just died in India. Ritu quickly remembered seeing ancther post from a man
offering rides o the airport for anyone in need during the snowstorm. She tagged both of them, connecting them
The next morning, che learned that the man had token the young woman fo the airport as well as many cthers who
needed rides during the snowfall

In another part of Seattle, Morgon Roe had been waiting for a bus for two doys as snow covered the streets
The snow made travel difficult. When a bus finally arrived, Morgan was a block away. Due to so much snow on the
ground, she struggled fo reach the stop as she saw the bus driving off. However, to her surprise, the bus stopped
halfway down the street and opened its doors. The driver let her board so she could escape the snowstorm.

Kylaen Junier was driving home through the heavy snow when she noticed a woman with a cane having trouble
walking on the icy sidewalks. Kyleen stopped and offered her a ride, finding out that the woman had recently been
evicted and was living in a hatel. She was grateful to make the woman's day a little better by giving her a ride in the
cold

While walking her dogs with her husbond, Stephanie-Kate Bratton noticed @ car slipping and struggling fo make it
up a snowy hill. Her husband quickly went back home to get fowing equipment. Together, they managed fo pull the car
over the hill But they didn't stop therel Afterward, they helped two more cars, giving their neighbors some extra help
in the middle of the storm These stories show how a community came fagether to help one another during a difficult
snawstorm in Seattle. THE LIFETIME LEARNER
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HOW TO USE THIS:

* pick and choose the
centers you want to use:
do what works best for
your class!

give less than 10 centers
to students if you are
short on time

give students the whole
day to complete all 10
centers/activities OR
spread the room
transformation out over
a couple of days

use the hands-on centers
during your room
transformation and the
no-prep printables as a
review during your
reading block

HEARTWARMING STORIES

Throughout history, people have been surprived by acte of kindness during Cheistrias.
These moments show the frus meaning of giving. Some examples are shown right here!

In 958, Glen GilleHe was a high school teacher. For Christmas, she went fo visit her
parents. On the way, her car started fo overheat becauss the radiator hase broks. She took
it 1o a repair shop, but it nesded  new part. When she came back with the part, the shop
had closed. The owner stayed late to fix her car and refused to take any money from her

In 963, Sheila Deans’s father told her family there wouldn't be any presents. Sheila's
mother was in the hospital, and her father couldn't afford gifts. But on Christmas Eve, two
lacies surprised the girls with freats and new coats. Their neighbor had fold her church, and
the church wanted to help. Sheila will never forget the kindness of her neighbor.

In 1959, Rafael Villalobos joined the army. He wanted ta go home for Christmas, but he
and his friend didn*t have money for a bus. They tried to hitchhike over 1100 miles but grew
tired because it was hard 1o find a ride. A kind fomily picked them up and drove them the
whole way. The family even paid for their meals. Rafasl is still thankful for their generosity. |

In 435, during the Great Depression, Martin Klapper was 10 years old His parents
couldn't pay rent because they didn't have jobs. A melman asked Martin's father whot was
wrong. Martin's father said he needed $33 for rent. The mailman gave him $50 and fold him |
ES|not 1o pay it back. Martin's father could pay rent and buy a Christmas gift for his kids. &

S
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MAIN IDEA:
Shella Deane and her
sisters were surprised
with gifts during o




What Skills are Included?
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= HISTORY OF THE ROCKEFELLER CHRISTMAS TREE
N o n fl Ctl o n S kl I I s : The Rockefeller Christmas tree tradition started in New York City during the Great

B
~
= > Depression. In 193, a group of construction workers saved their money to buy a
;::ﬁ ® M a I n I d e a Christmas tree. They wanted to spread hope and joy to people struggling, and it worked.
\-V‘ ne i n - acl oL ha aditian o~ 1S v ~ A~ o o
=3 ® ® Name:
.o U ortln etal S ROCKEFELLER MULTIPLE CHOICE
= = |. What year did the 2 Why did the construction 3. When did the city officially | 4 Which word could replace B
:{’jj Rockefeller Christmas tree workers originally buy a start the tradition of lighting “broadcasting” in the sentence,
1 tradition begin? Christmas tree in 1931? the Rockefeller tree? “NBC started broadcasting the
Sii . a u se ec A) 1931 A) To start a holiday tradition A) 193] lighting of the tree"?
‘ﬁ 8) 1933 B) To bring hope and joy during B) 1933 A) Recording
== tough times B) Showing
C) 1951 i ) _
==) A

W

:; - Seq uence Of Events lllllllllllllllllllIlllllllllllllllllllllllIlllllllIIIIIllllllllllllllllIIIIIIII]IlllllllllllllllllllllllllllIIlIIIIIIlIIIII|IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

. o nt e x CI u e s ' > 5 prions

have their benefits and drawbacks. Ultimately, the choice depends on what suits your family best. Let’s explore some

—
—
—

=) of the reasons people might choose one over the other.

Many families choose a real Christmas tree because it’s part of a holiday tradition. For them, going out to pick
==j . o m pa I e o n I a s the perfect tree is a special experience that creates memories. In fact, studies show that families who buy real trees
=3

L
=zs0 X ruciures REAL OR FAKE TREES: PROS AND CONS
=35 Color each box the same color as the category it falls into on the side.
- o A. B. C D.
e jext Eviaence
=
- - Can be more expensive
=% [ ] @ each year since anew | Drops needles, which | Doesn't have a fresh | Doesn’t drop needles,
éjﬁ . o I n t o I ew tree is needed. can make a mess. scent. so there's less mess.
z . . . .
C~ e @ e
=5 ‘ CONS
& 5 Creates a special
. @ OF
o) REAL Not environmentally | Environmentally Customizable in size, |holiday tradition for
z GREEN TREES friendly. friendly. color, and shape. families.
=3 ) [ ]
¢ l J. K. L.
- UItIPIEe IS
&
Doesn't create the Has a fresh pine
Unique, natural same tradition as going | scent that fills the May cause dllergies in
branches. out to pick a tree. home. some people.




The no prep printable
questions are

Neme: ROCKEFELLER MULTIPLE CHOICE g/\\

L What year did the
Rockefeller Christmas tree
tradition begin?

A) 193l

B8) 1933

c)\s

D) 200

2 Why did the construction
workers originally buy a
Christmas ree in 19312

A) To start a holiday tradition
8) To bring hope and joy during
fough times

€) To sel it in New York City
D) To decorate their homes

3. When did the ity officialy
start the tradition of lighting
the Rockefeller tree?

A) 13l

8) 1933

cym\s

D) 2007

4 Which word could replace U |

"broadcasting” in the sentence,
“NBC started broadcasting the
lighting of the tree"?

A) Recording

8) Showing

€) Ignoring

D) Celebrating

S. The passage says the tree
has “almost five miles worth of
LED Christmas lights." Which
word is @ synonym for *worth*
in this sentence?

A) Distonce

B) Height

€) Need

0) Amount

6. Since 2007, the tree has been
donated fo Habitat for
Humanty Which of the following
words best describes Habitat
for Humanity's purpose?

A) Enfertainment

B) Construction

€) Decoration

D) Medicine

7. Which month does Erik
Pauze usually decide on the
Rockefeller tree for the
year?

A) October

8) December

C) September

D) November

8 What happens fo the tree
after it's taken down from
Rockefeller Plaza?

A) It is stored until next year.
B) It is burned for warmth
C) It is donated for
homebuikding

D) It s sold fo another city.

9. What is the main reason
Erik Pauze looks for the
“biggest and best” tree?
A) To impress the mayor
8) To create an impressive
holiday display

C) To use less LED lights
D) To save money on

decorations

10. Which sumencrizes how he frodition
has changed?

A) It storted as a tres bought by
workera and grew o on event chared
worldwide

8) I began with a plart and now

o any decorations.

C) 1 began as a gt from the
govarnment and now inchudes
bomebulding proecte

D) I started with ane tree and now

inchudes many

1L Why might people think the
Rockefeller free Is a "symbol of
hope and joy" foday?

A) Tt is decorated with bghts and
ornaments

B) Tt costs a lot of money.

C) It is cut down each year for
people fo see.

D) I was started during hard
times fo bring happiness.

12 What is the purpose of
moving the free to New York
City in October?

A) To keep it safe from snow
B) To get it ready for the
lighting ceremony

C) To make it grow bigger

D) To add more branches

Write A, B, C, or D in each box.

Centers

Print & Go
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Heme: ROCKEFELLER MULTIPLE CHOICE &

&

L What year did the
Rockefeller Christmas tree
tradition begin?

A) 193l

2 Why did the construction
workers orignally buy a
Cheistmas free in 9317

A)

8)

fou

2]

0)

5. The passage says the free
has “dmost five miles worth of
LED Christmas lights.* Which
word is @ synonym for “worth”
in this sentence?

A) Distance

8) Height

) Nood

0) Amount

questionl

9 What is the main reason
Erik Pouze looks for the
“biggest and best" tree?
A) To impress the mayor
B) To create an impressive
holiday display

©) To use less LED lights
D) To save money on

decorations

8)
€)1+ bagan oe a gft from the
auiarrment and now rcludes
heenabulding projects

D) Tt tarted with one free and now

inchudes mary

3. When did the city officially | 4 Which word could replace U

stert the tradition of lighting
the Rockefeller tree?

edit any

C) 1t s cut down each year for
people fo cee

D) It was started during hard
times fo bring happress

“broadcasting” in the sentence,
“NBC started broadcasting the

of the tree"?

srding

ving

o

brating

+ happens to the tree

F's taken down from

eler Plaza?

5 stored untl next year.

burned for warmth.

s donated for

slding

: sold fo another city.

1t is the purpose of
the tree to New York
October?
ceep it safe from snow
jot it ready for the
ighting ceremony
©) To make it grow bigger
D) To add more branches

Write A, B, C, or D in each box.

Centers:

Editable Version
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other resources this

pairs well with:

Grab the 3-5 reading

room transformation

Or, add in some math to your themed learning day!

CHRISTMAS CHRISTMAS CHRISTMAS
SANTA'S <&l [SANTA s <zatisiie SANTIQ sh<<<< math

for additional passages!

CH RISTMAS ELA

eview review review

g,‘_ X GRADES35 2\ o - ‘ \ il - : N | o “ o N -
EDITABLE i 'READING ll eprapie - MATH W EpimasLE ;»A‘ NE# MATH eDmABLE IR

earne

ROOM TRANSFORMATIOI"‘I ROOM TRANSFORMAi’ION ROOM TRANSFORMATION ROOM TRANSFORMATT(SN

MEGA

r‘ff'_f";:g_ 24 When you purchase
TRAcl\Il'sﬁ%SRRn?ﬂll\gNs o @QM»
—— you save D07 off

the price of the

DAYSI GRADES 3 5 individual PGSOUI"CGS! L2:3:0 NI IEREEE PASSAGES

THE LIFETIME LEARNER

Add On Pack Bundlel


https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Christmas-Reading-Comprehension-Passages-Activities-Holiday-Room-Transformation-6349326
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/3rd-Grade-Christmas-Math-Activities-Holiday-Classroom-Transformation-Escape-Room-4270675
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/4th-Grade-Christmas-Math-Review-Holiday-Classroom-Transformation-Escape-Room-5101561
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/5th-Grade-Christmas-Math-Activity-Holiday-Classroom-Transformation-Escape-Room-5101571
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Classroom-Transformation-Room-Theme-Days-Reading-Comprehension-BUNDLE-8929194
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Comprehension-Passages-Theme-Days-Reading-Activities-Test-Prep-BUNDLE-9261802

classroom transformations
low prep, fun, and engaging!

\U‘

K- 5 MATH
& READING

7.7 A’V .

e e R
COFFEL ‘J
SHOPE

H!_I‘f .&.f&

4.7 i
o g —_ ]I!-

f,,sf s ,,

\

i |

-

grade readmg 2nd grqdeAreadlng GR 3 »5 readlng a3d-d5 _';e: g:: s alphabet Ietters

AT E—— 4 comprehensmn \ =TT
L:,'/ E NGy g
1Y ® K- . _|



https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/128142-1st-Grade-Math-Room-Transformations-370490
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/128142-4th-Grade-Math-Room-Transformations-361790
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/128142-5th-Grade-Math-Room-Transformations-___________________________-391088
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/11088-Alphabet-Reading-Room-Transformations-759302
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/11088-2nd-Grade-Reading-Room-Transformations-711679
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/128142-Kinder-Math-Room-Transformations-542516
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/11088-Reading-Transformations-3-5-Reading-Comprehension-415414
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/11088-3-5-Reading-Transformation-Add-On-Packs-______________________-416800
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/128142-2nd-Grade-Math-Room-Transformations-391087
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/11088-Kindergarten-Reading-Room-Transformations-711619
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/11088-1st-Grade-Reading-Room-Transformations-711618
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/128142-3rd-Grade-Math-Room-Transformations-319479

Please Note:

10 00 /00 /01 00 01 01 91 01 01 01 91 91 01 01 01 01 0101011

« This is not a stand-alone room transformation.

« There are no decorations included.

« There are 10 reading passages and activities
provided.

« The questions are editable. The passages are not.

« The digital version is provided in Google Slides.

« This Add on Pack aligns with my math & reading

classroom transformations.

 Let me know if you have ANY questions! You can

email me at lindsaythelifetimelearner@gmail.com
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