MAKE LEARNING FUN!

10 high-interest passages & activities
themed to make Iearning engaging!
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You can use this resource two ways:
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Use the reading passages to OR use these reading passages
supplement your Circus for students to enjoy during your
Room Transformation ELA block on a regular day

You don't have to do a room transformation to use this resource.

These 10 passages are no-prep and print & go.
Use them anytime during your ELA block!




HE CONTENT:

10 high-interest passages & activities
in 2 formats: hands-on & no prep!

PARNUM AND PRAILEY CIRCUS

Barnum and Balley Circus was one of the most famous circuses ever, running from
18714 2017, E was known for Hs amazing acts and performers.. The Greafes? Showman
was inspired by its incredible history and introduced the circus fo new audiences. L
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SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

First, read the story. Then, put the events in order below from #l fo 88 by writing a number at
the top of each box. Put a #l in the box that comes f-3 and o #8 in the box that comes last.
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With this version, students read the passage. Or in this version, students read the passage.
Then, they complete a hands-on center
you can laminate and re-use for

years to comel

Then, they complete the activity in worksheet
form. This version is NO PREP and PRINT & GO!

Just as much fun as the hands-on centersl!



2 Versions of Every Passage
Included for Students

MR AR )
AASHA'S RESCUE = THE HISTORY OF CLOWNS

Aasha the Bengal tiger lived in a traveling circus until the USDA (US. Department of Have you ever wondered how “circus clowns” came to be? Not all clowns are meant to

Agriculture) rescued her. At 9 months old, she weighed only 30 pounds. That’s the size of a be scary. In circuses, clowns are there fo make people laugh.

healthy 3-month-old cub. Starved and weak, Aasha was kept in a cage with a much larger Clowns are performers in the circus who use humor fo get the audience fo laugh. They

tiger that bullied her. She was too frail to defend herself or escape. wear silly clothing, large footwear, and makeup. The first clowns were seen in 2400 BC. In
The USDA discovered the circus animals weren't properly cared for. Aasha also had Egypt, political figures would take on the role of a clown to bring laughter to the royal
ringworm, a painful skin condition. Her body was covered with bald, white spots, and her skin families. Around the |6th century, in Ttaly, clowns started fo wear masks while they were

was cracked and irritated. She also had bite marks from the larger tiger. She was taken to performing. Clowns back then did look silly and would wear odd clothing fo make people laugh.

a veterinarian, where she received immediate care. Two of the most well-known types of clowns are the “boss clown” and a “carpet

After eight weeks of treatment; Aasha’s fur began growing back, and her health clown”. They are similar in looks and the way they act. However, a boss clown leads clowns
= improved. She loved splashing in water, so her caretaker gave her a tub to play in. This around during their act. A carpet clown will pop out of the audience. He’s different from a
helped her stay active. Soon, Aasha grew bigger and stronger. Her veterinarian could no boss clown because he may come through a back door or pop out of a seat fo surprise
longer sit in her enclosure but kept her entertained by spraying her with a hose. everyone watching something on stage. But, both of these clowns’ make people smile.

Aasha was introduced fo Smuggler, a male tiger. From the start, Smuggler tried to
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AASHA'S RESCUE THE HISTORY OF CLOWNS

Aasha the Bengal tiger belonged fo a traveling circus until she was rescued by the USDA (US. Department of Have you ever wondered how “circus clowns” came fo be? Not dll clowns are meant to be scary. In circuses,

[T

Agricutture). Even though she was 9 months old, she only weighed 30 pounds. This is what a healthy 3-month-old cub = clowns are there to make people laugh. Circus clowns have an interesting history and haven't dlways been well-liked

should weigh Aasha was in ferrible condition and desperately needed help. This article discusses the history of clowns, types of clowns, and some of the most famous clowns in history.

Not only was she starved, but she also had to share a cage with another, much larger tiger that constantly Clowns are performers in the circus who use physical humor to get the audience to laugh and entertain the
picked on her. Aasha couldn't defend herself because she was so weak. She was frightened and unable to escape her =] people who attend the show. They wear silly clothing, large footwear, and over-the-top makeup fo try to be
situation The USDA inspector discovered that the animals at the circus weren't receiving proper care. But there was humorous. The first clowns we know of were seen in 2400 BC. In Egypt, important political figures would take on the
also something wrong with Aasha Later on, they found out that she had ringworm, a painful skin condition role of a clown to bring laughter to the royal families. Around the 16th century, in Itdly, clowns started to wear masks

There were bald, white spots all over her body, and her skin was dry, cracked, and irritated. She also had bite for amusement as well while they were performing. Clowns back then did look silly (on purpose) and would wear odd
marks from the larger tiger in her cage. Aasha was immediately taken fo be treated by a veterinarian, who began to clothing to make the audience laugh
care for her and give her the medical attention she needed. After eight weeks, Aasha’s fur started growing back, and Two of the most well-known types of clowns are the “boss clown” and a “carpet clown”. They are similar in
her health improved. She loved splashing around in the water, so her caretaker added a tub for her to play in This looks and the way they act. However, a boss clown is normally the clown who is in charge and leads the other clowns

made her happy and active. around during their act. Meanwhile, a carpet clown will usually pop out of the audience when he first begins. He's

Lo

Before long, Aasha grew bigger and stronger. Her veterinarian couldn’t sit in her enclosure anymore. But, she e ! !
often played with Aasha by spraying her with a hose to keep her entertained “Within eight months, she looked like a
real tiger,” her caretaker said. “And it was time to see how she would react to the other tigers” [ ] [ J [}
Aasha was introduced to a male tiger named Smuggler. From the very start, Smuggler was attracted to her and D I e re n tl a te a n Ive
always showed off fo impress her. Even though he was three times her size, the bond between the two was
undeniable. Aasha and Smuggler got o spend more time together as their interactions were v

supervised. Eventudlly, they were ready fo live in the same enclosure. They enjoyed splashing

around in their tubs and playing games with each other. < ™ r e nt h
Although she had started life as a sickly tiger cub, Aasha grew into a beautiful and strong ¢ y
tiger with a loving mate and a wonderful life in her new home. It's been over 10 years now S PS
rsi best for th !
version pest 1o eMm.

and she is still doing great!
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A Ag” A'S RESCUE What does the word “frail” most likely mean

Bengal tiger Ived in a travelng circus unti the USDA (US. Department of in the text?
Bre) rescued her. At 9 months old, she weighed only 30 pounds. That's the size of o A Cross
Wby 3-month-cld cub. Starved and weak, Aasha was kept in a coge with a much larger B. Weak
tiger that bulied her. She was foo fral fo defend herself or escape. bt

The USDA discovered the circus animals weren't properly cared for. Aasha dlso hod C. Content
ingworm, a painful skin condition. Her body was covered with bald, white spote, and her ckin D. Sturdy
a5 cracked and irritated She also had bite marks from the larger tiger. She wos foken to .
veternarion, where she receved mmedate core,

MULTIPLE CHOICE y

describe Aasha’s skin?
A Annoyed

B. Soothed

C. Inflamed

%{ D. Shiny
2.
S
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% | What is a synonym for “irritated” as used to

families. Around the 16th century, in Ttaly, clowns started to wear masks while they were
performing. Clowns back then did look sily and would wear odd clothing to

| Which line in Paragraph Y further
elaborates on the idea in Paragraph
|| about clowns not being well-lked?

Which text structure is being used
in Paragraph 2?

Joseph Grimaldi created the clown we see now in the early 1800s. Matthew Sully is
credit s one of the first clowns fo perform in America. He would tumble and sing Did
know when circuses came fo the USA, Americans didn't enjoy the circus ot first?
hey didn't catch on and weren't well attended. A man by the name of Je:
reschard made circuses popular: in 1809 by opening amphitheaters where
could enjoy clowns, horse performers, and other circus acts.

AN

What is explained in Paragraph 2?

Probenond | Which text structure is being used | Compers ond %

Hands-On Center: . oo 3 |

Students put a checkmark on the side
with the correct answer after reading the passage.
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Ths daring act involves being catapulted info the sy in a thrilling performance.
A human cannonball is exactly what it sounds like: @ person climbs info a specially

designed cannon and is shot out kke a real cannonball. This ertertaining show has regaled
audiences for over a century. Whie popular in circuses, It has always been perious, with

a constant risk of njury.
The idea of launching people into the air began in the 1870s, but the first human
cannonball act occurred in 1880. A M-year-old performer for Barnum and Bailey’s Circus

was hurled into the air as fireworks exploded. Spectators loved this stunt.

How does it work? Instead of gunpowder, special cannons use bungee cords or
compressed air. These mechanisms safely propel performers without explosives, though
the exact methods were often kept secret. Despite precautions lke testing with
dummies, mishaps could still happen, making the act a dangerous challenge.

Even with its risks, the human cannonball act remains o favorite. It continues fo
entertain and amaze audiences foday. Would you be bold enough fo climb info a cannon
and experience this once-in-a-lifetime thril?

Catapulted |,

. Meaning: Thrown
‘ or launched into

the air really fast.
#

®

. Meaning: Something
‘ fun to watch or do.

Entertaining | ¢.

%

Hands-On Center:

- Meaning: A period
‘ of 100 years.

Century |,

%

()

Students put the two sides together to match

each word with the correct definition.

ROPE WALKING

¥'is a popular circus act, but did you know there are different
Brmers don't just walk on thin wires; they master various techniques.

Tightwire s the most common type seen in circuses. Performers wak on a tightly

Often

lower heights.
5

. &

tched wire. They use props lke umbrellas or balance poles, or go freehand for o

enge. Tt's performed close to the ground, making it less risky but stil impressive.
Highwire is like tightwire but performed at heights over 20 feet. Porformers use
5 for balance as falling could be life-threatening. Highwire acts are the highlight of
15 shows for their thrilling nature

Skywalking pushes the limits even further. It is performed outdoors at extreme
+ts like between skyscrapers or over waterfdls. I's one of the most dangerous

s and is done in unpredictable conditions like wind or rain.
Slackwire, or slackrope, uses a loose rope. It creates a wobbly surface that shifts

Commonly
seen in

circuses.

. §

every stop. This makes it harder fo walk on and requires aglity and control. Unlike

cwire, modern slacklining uses a bouncy kne for tricks like fips or yoga poses. ()

Tightrope walkers spend many hours mastering balance and focus. Each -ﬁ,}>
s of tightrope walking has its own challenges and rewards. This shows the ‘z,‘t
zation of these skilled performers.

A

weather

Exposed to

conditions.

Hands-On Center:

Poles must be

Tnvolves greater
risk due fo the

height ond can be
very dangerous

G.

Porformed
outdoors of
extreme heights
ko between
buldings or over

waterfole
M. §

Students sort each card onto the correct mat.
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Match up each word with the correct definition by coloring each match a different color.

1. /‘,/.)\‘\\ 4. Meaning: A period | Meaning: Thrown
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_Cofapul‘l‘efi Spectator |, %) D.
2

5. | Meaning: A person | Meaning: Squeezed
who watches an info @ smaller space
ovent : or made tighter.

Entertaining
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Century |Compressed| l "

K.
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pring back when
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Sort each detall about each type of tightrope walking by coloring each box the right color
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FLEA CIRCUS

You've probably heard of @ circus with humans and arimdls performing cool aote, but
have you aver heard of o flea circus? A flea circus is axactly what it sounds bke o
circus featuring fleas! These tiy performers hove o fascinating history.

Flac circuses began around four hundred yeors 0go when jewelers needed o creative
way to shawcose ther tiny prope. To demonstrate the scale of fheir work, they used
flaas #o highlight how small ther creations ware. Flacs, being tiny themselves, mode the
perfect models and added an enfertaining element fo the precentation.

In the 18305, on Ttckon mon named Louss Bestolotto furned the focus o the fleos
themeelves. He framed fleas fo perform tricks, creating flea circuses that became
popuar. Crowds flocked fo small tents fo see fleas pulng miniature carriages. staging
word fights, and even tightrope waking whie holding tiny umbr eloc. They became a hit

Over time, flea circuses started o fade. By the 20th century, it became harder fo
find fleas, ot cleaner homes led 1o a decine in fheir numbers. Without flecs o from,
most flea circuses shut down. By the 40s, this form of enterfainment had

working fo bring them back Parhops thase tiny perfeemers will once
agan capture the world's imagnation!

20 A

MAIN IDEA 1:

Flea circuses began as
a way fo showcase
tiny craftsmanehip.

MAIN IDEA 1:

Flea circuses began as
a way fo showcase
tiny craftsmanship.

MAIN IDEA 1:

Flea circuses began as
a way to showcase
tiny craftsmanship.

C. The performances
added entertainement
40 the duplays fhat
wora creatad

A. Fleas pulled
minicture carriages
ond stoged sword
fights.

n

B. A fow flea
crcuses remain, with
efforts to make them

popular again

E. Fleas were
perfect models for
Jowelars dus fo their
tiny size.

H. Crowds flocked
fo these events,
making them a big
hit.

D. By the 20th
century, it became
hardor fo find floas.

What was Zendaya's most

E—

THE GREATEST SHOWMAN

Have you ever seen “The Greatest Showman*? This popuar movie tel the etory of a
man who starts his own circus, with amazing performers and breathtaking acte Bohind the
story, there are some fun facts about how the movie was mode.

Did you know the move is bosed on a real-ife ctory? P RN

Horted the famous Bornum & Boley Circus in 871
Many choracters in the mavie were based on red people who performed in his circue
challenging scene? To make the film feel authentic,

If you remember the fire scene, here’s o wild fact.
Luckily, no one was hurt
but it added an extra layer of realty to on dlready stressful moment.

Zendaya, who played Anne Wheeler, the tropeze artist, did ol her own stunts despite
hawqmm.wsmemmdhu—uom.nhoknd- Y_j
halangng e was e st i 2o Efvon YT

ey With talented octors, stunning pcrfwmb and a real-kecr
story at its core, mww-am«mn«
is loved by fons all over the world

ing, an

“7‘

W it were the movie
ck -acters based on?

What is the movie “The
Greatest Showman" about?
g

4. (G e oo

Students use the coloring task card questions to
color in answers in the text.
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FLEA CRCUS

Color each supporting detail the same color as the main idea it goes with.

MAIN IDEA #1 5 Flecs puled | B, A faw floa D.  Bythe 20t
matr century, f become
harder to fid flaas

Most floa
MAIN IDEA #2 e fo fewer fleos | circusss shut doan
Louks Bestolotto for tranng by fhe 405
mode fleas the

MAIN IDEA #3

&.’)},‘\ Floa circuses
D2 foded over time

but st hold some
blue rterest foday

Nome:
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THE GREATEST SHOWMAN

Have you ever seen “The Greatest Showman"? This popular movie tells the story of o
man who starts hie own circus, with amazing performers and breathtaking acte Behind the
story, there are some fun facts about how the movie was made.

Did you know the mavie is based on a real-ife story? P, [N

torted the famous Barrum & Baley Circus in B71
Many characters in the movie were based on real people who performed in his circus
To make the fim feel authentic, fiSIGaTWOrS Costumes nEpited By The aetualioutfife]

If you remember the fire scene, here's a wild foct.
[ h Jockman, who plays PT. Barmum, had fo be rescued Luckly. no one wos hurt
but it added on extra layer of redlity fo an dlready stressful moment.

Zendaya, who played Anne Wheeler, the trapeze artist, dd oll her own stunts despite
mewsﬁu’rdmdmhmdenbokred- [—-,
Ehdlenging scane wou har dust with Zoc Efrcn

he balonced singng, acting, and

R b With talented actors, stunning perfomv\m ond a redl-ife. {%z‘

Tt i loved by fon dl over the world
A

No Prep Printable Worksheet!



Early Life
I a6 the “father of the modern circus.” He grew up as an
fhor who was a cobinet-maker. When he was 17, he joined o
oop. When he was discharged from the army in 1766, he returned
ere of hie horses. In 768, he opened up o riding school where he
BB formed shows in the afterncon. The next year, he brought in acrobatic acts
and clowns. In (773, Philp begon bulding wooden witecs for his group

perform in. He soon ganed a rivol. Charles Hughes copled Philp's show. But bal] "=~
shut down because neither: of them got licenses fo perform.

7 gter Li
Charles loft and went on an 8 year-tong four of Europe whie Phitp got i

Text Feature #1
lcence. Ho bought an amphitheater with a reof in 1773 He could hold shows in|

CUT AND PASTE &y

Glue sach text feature where it belongs below SU
Text Feature #2 Text Feature #3 Text Feature #4

Riding House. In [782, Philp opened the first circus in France. He performed
front of the court of Queen Marie-Anfoinette. Hs wide success helped him
permanent amphitheater in Paris Philp died when he wos 72 years old

winter, the evennge, and in bod waather: It was named Astiey's Ariphtheatel @
u]

£ | £ | £

ma2 s e mes  on  om R W Text Feature #5

Text Feature #6 Text Feature #7 Texl Fea(ure #8

Mol et eemih Geets Mo bgte  Geeite  Suart
o St vl e et (rewnan ol
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£ | £ ||sueediet

SOFIE DOSSI

e heard of circus performers who leap from trapezes or

P)

bdlanced on her head, and perform stunts that a

ist is someone who can bend and twist their body in 7
Sofle gained fame in 206 on America’s Got ways most people cannot.

golden buzzer, sending her straight to the next

Since then, she has traveled the globe to perfo

2 Sofie’s mom homeschools her, her dad builds custom props for her

millions of people. Her family plays a big role in

performances, and her brother films her stunts for her YouTube channel.

her dad builds custom props for her fo use in

stunts for her YouTube chamnel Fans eagerly awdl |3 Sofie gained fame in 2016 when her performance on America’s

Amazingly, Sofie is entirely self-taught. She

Got Talent earned her the golden buzzer, sending her straight to the

and has mastered moves while creating her own. next round.

the fop of the Eiffel Tower. She would like o com [y Sofie’s self-taught skills are inspiring because they show her

most famous landmarks. Sofie proves that hard

dedication and determination.

come true. As she travels the world doing what

ond inspiring others to chase their dreams. s. Performing at the Eiffel Tower is significant because it combines

AT | her unique talent with one of the world’s most famous landmarks.

6. Sofie’s story shows the importance of passion and determination because

she started practicing as a child, taught herself contortion, and never gave up

on her goals.

Write the answers to the

in each box in THE LIFETIME LEARNER

BT
CUT AND PASTE (3?
u.!

Glue each text feature where it belongs below.
Text Feature #1 Text Feature #2 Text Feature #3 Text Feature #4

title picture timeline italics

Text Feature #5 Text Feature #6 Text Feature #7 Text Feature #8

I
text box e subtitles bulleted list
words

4

- SOFIE DOSSI

| What is o cortortioniat, and how does Sofie Dossi demanstrate her contortion ckils?

2. How dd Sofies fomdy help her succeed In her career?

Sofie‘s mom homeschodls her. her dod bulds custom props for her performances, and her brother fims her
stunts for her YouTube channel Each famiy member ploys an imporfant role in supporting her sccess.

3. What moment launched Sofie Doser's fame, and how dd it impact her career?

Sofie ganed famm 1 206 whar har parformance on Amere's Got Tolent earrad har the gokdan busser. smrding bar straght % the
raxt roud This morart mode her famous and alowed her 5 travel the gobe and share her meves anine with mikn of pecgle

4. Why do you think Sofle’s abiity fo feach herself contortion is o nspiring?
Sofie's self -tought skils ore naprng becouse they show her dedication and determmnation She procticed os o chld,
mostered cholargmng moves. and even created har own proving that hord work and pacson con lead 1o cuccece

5. Sofe’s dream s fo perform at the top of the Eiffel Towar. Why might this be signficant fo her?
Parforming at the Eiffel Towar is significant beoause it combines her uniaue folert with one of the werkds most
formous landmarks This drearm shows that Sofie is creatve and olways arming %o do something extraordnary

6. How dees Sofie's sery dhow the Inertance of possionand defarmnation?
sty thows O dterrsaton bacaas e clrted practung =
hdrg har parfor merces ard Pobal poo b b

Write the answers fo the questions in each box in complete senfences. THE LIFETIME LEARNER




Sequencing Puzzles

o2

M AND PAILEY CIRCUS

alley Circus was one of the most famous circuses ever, running from

i Gescramensl o mel Ao s a6 \ TLLELLLBEB LBV
pired by its incredible history and introduced the circus to new audiences. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS :

PT. Barnum and James Anthony

A The Ringing
y.:u T}nlrém:l:tﬂf\l"d P.-'Y‘: ( IR( US PUZ Z LE M AT Brothers sold the First, read the story. Then, put the events in order below from #l fo #8 by writing a number ot
R, B cireus fo Trvin ond the fop of each box. Put a #l in the box that comes first and a #8 n the box that comes lost

After Barnum and Baley passe -
i R Ploce the puzzle pleces 1n order hers on the mat. Tvon Feld in = 7 9
continued for decades. In 97, the Eventl | Event2 Event3 | Eventd 967, A The Ringing B The Barnumond | C.PT.Barmumand | D. Mattel a foy
it was sold to Mattel, a toy compall | ¢ pT Barnum and | The cius ganed fome with | 1 After Barnum and Bro'hc: ;old 'had g;l;ydﬁr:nl closed in i-“::m::y e::npany. p\r:;;-.d
opurchased it and kept it runing} | 7oeq Anthony Baley =™ wlw:':.:m ey presid gt circus fo Irvin an jue fo low the circus in \
Despite its success, low attend ek 1 8. The Barnum and Tvan Fold in attendance and and Baley Circus [
founded the Barnum  lorgest slephant, earring the | circus merged with the Bafey C Ssadni 67 i G 25| 87 AR AR
ended nearly IS0 years of history § | | Boley Circus ricknere “Tha Greanet S [ Ringling Brothers in KA. S50 du: :" g gh co @ﬁ% @% ‘%G |
WM" Wﬂfo - W»::: m | L @M . @ @ attendance :: = 2 ’
. - - P24 =4 %) )

f wonder and excitement. Its nam
remember its glory. Event S Event 6 Event 7 Event 8
offer, rek irterest baorded lady and the worlde.

s A T A sy in 1981 and ron 1t under | cirous merged with the ‘
0. Mattel, a foy ’ e e choe ey od ottt s |t Etartonsiat: | Rihcs Beatborai 9. |
Joonopanyy: RTINS _gaban |enfierh - N 1N
g g G

e dn du g g |

Hands-On Center: - .
Students put the puzzle pieces in chronological order. No Pr ep Prlntable Worksheet!

high costs.
* E. The Greatest Showman | - The creus goned fame with | G The Feld family H After Barnum and
movie wos releosed soon | Vv performers e the | cod e oircus | Baley passed away, the

RD PANk: =

ound | Ut the ward bark 1o 10 41
9 | g words fr
For many circus workers, it's their everyday life. Romy Bauer, an aerfalist, Is one ‘ o the poraage A C'RCUS pERFORMER 'g L||.'E
such performer whose flexibility ond daring stunts captivate audiences. I\ ° fulﬁ-"i,.g Have you ever wondersd what i would be ike fo fravel with the cirous?

Roriy grow up in the'ciciaie; wler fiog 'k pacform iih hér: famlly ut Jat 3 yeors okl | Surrounded by acrobats, anmals, and clowns, it sounds lie @ dream, doeent if?
She's improved with lofs of practice. REFIGl _ tricks are risky since they are done | flexibiit For many okrous workers, H's thelr everyday ba. Romy Boer, on aerialie} Is one
high in the air. For her, it's all worth it when she sees the smiles of the @USIEACE . | ity auch porformer whose flexibltty and daring sturs coptivate audiences.

Her day begins early, with hours of to perfect her routine and stay * or Romy grew up in the circus, starting to perform with her family ot just 3 years old
#irong The effort pays off when Romy, ond her Seammates perform for amazed fane. | ganization She's improved with lots of prochios, __Aeridl _fricks are rieky since they are done
Many are in awe of her and her breathtaking aeridl stunts. ° . high in the air. For her, it's ol worth it when she sees the smiles of the _oudience

Romy s aleo involved with Cirous Starr, @ non-profit thot gves [ Passion Hor day begins sarly; with hours of _Preparation 4o perfect her routine and stay
underprivieged chidren the chance 1o enjoy crcus shows. For- chiiren with autiem, the opp strong. The effort pays off when Romy and her. feammates perform for- amazed fune.
provides  preview of the show fo help them prepare. For blind children, the circus offers audience Many are in awe of her __floxbity  and her breathtoking cerial shunts
oridazon nprcicases; Such a0 Pl coehisios bifics tha dhi Dicng T Romy s also Involved with Circus Starr, a non-profit_Organization that ges
an audio norrator descrbes the action for those who cannot see. * performance widarprtoloped sl wn the chanos 1o énjey s ous shows. For! ehik-in Wil sy i s

Rormy finds her Iife in the circus incredibly . "There's no reason for me fo I = provies a pewvew/of e tho¥ o sk fhstn prers. for bind clddeary the o¥ous offure
lok anywhere eles sinos everything Tve nsoded fs here” For Rorrys the circus lertt Just @ aerial bnpebssomdeg °;:°:":’ i "‘x' ot During the P27
jobi It her home and ber ———_______ Tt urtras amen | 3 :m::::. her h:rm :h. creu::aedﬂ:“ fuling ‘:."“nra': o reaton for me fo

N | * preparation ik i h iy T T P o Ry A RS
jobi 1 her home ond her_Passion__ —
S
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MAIN IDEA #1
Flea circuses
began as @ way

fo showcase tiny
eraftamanship.

MAIN IDEA #2
Louis Bestolotts
made fleas the

stars of flea

. " circuses.
yellow

MAIN IDEA #3
Flea circuses
faded over time
but still hold some
blue interest today.

Name:

FLEA CIRCUS

Color each supporting detail the same color as the main idea it goes with.

A. Fleas pulled
miriature carrioges
aond staged sword
fights

o

B. A faw flea
circuses remain, with
efforts to make them

popular again

C. The performances

added entertainment
+o the disploys that
were created

aN

D. By the 20ih
cenfury, it bacame
harder fo find fles.

‘'

E. Fleas were
perfect models for
Jjewelers due to their
tiny size.

F. Cleaner homes
led to fewer fleas

for training.

.

G. Most flea

circuses shut down

by the 1940s

H. Crowds flocked
to these events,
making them a big
hit.

AN

J

J

J

J

Jewelers used
Fleas to highlight
how small their

props were.

‘i

J. Inthe 18305, he
trained fleas fo
perform tricks.

O

K.

Fleas walked
tightropes while
holding umbrellas.

N

L. This creative
idea made jewelers’
work stand out.

i
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MAIN IDEA #1
Flea circuses
begon as a way

to showcase tiny
craftsmanship.

MAIN IDEA #2

Louis Bestolotto

2 made flecs the
stars of flea

circuses.

Flea circuses
faded over time
but stil hold some
interest today

FLEA CRCUS

Color each supperting detail the same color as the main idea it goes with

A. Fleas pulled
miniature corrioges
and staged sword
fights.

B. A few flea
circuses remain, with
efforts to make them

populor again

€, The perfermances
added enfertainment
fo the displays that

were created.

ap

D. By the 20th
century, it became

harder to find fleas.

ap

E. Flecs were
perfect models for
Jowslers dus fo their

tiny size.

F. Cleaner homes
led to fewer fleas
for training.

éu

G. Most flea
circuses shut down
by the [940s

4N

H. Crowds flocked
fo these events,
making them a big
hit.

. Jewelers used
fleas to highlight
how smoll their

props were.

J. Tn the IB30s, he
trained fleas fo

perform tricks.

N

K. Fleas walked
tightropes whie
holding umbrellas.

a4

L. Thiscreative
idea mode Jewelers’
work stand out.

G
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Google Slides

Choose the format

that works best for you!




HOW TO USE THIS:

 pick and choose the
centers you want to use:

do what works best for
your class!

give less than 10 centers
to students if you are
short on time

give students the whole
day to complete all 10
centers/activities OR
spread the room

transformation out over

a couple of days

use the hands-on centers

during your room
transformation and the
no-prep printables as a
review during your
reading block

FLEA CRCUS

You've probably heard of a circus with humans and animals performing cool acts, b
have you ever heard of a flea circus? A flea circus is exactly what it sounds like: a
ircus featuring fleas! These tiny performers have a fascinating history.

Flea circuses began around four hundred years ago when jewelers needed a creat
ay to showcase their tiny props. To demonstrate the scale of their work, they used
leas fo highlight how small their creations were. Fleas, being tiny themselves, made the
erfect models and added an entertaining element fo the presentation.

In the 1830s, an Italian man named Louis Bestolotto turned the focus to the fleas
hemselves. He trained fleas to perform tricks, creating flea circuses that became
opular. Crowds flocked fo small tents fo see fleas puling miniature carriages, staging
word fights, and even tightrope walking while holding tiny umbrellas. They became a hi

Over time, flea circuses started fo fade. By the 20th century, it became harder to
ind fleas, as cleaner homes led to a decline in their numbers. Without fleas to train,

most flea circuses shut down. By the 1340s, this form of entertainment had
nearly vanished. Today, only a few flea circuses remain, but some people are

working fo bring them back. Perhaps these tiny performers will once

gain capture the world's imagination! WA

S

MAIN IDEA 1:

Flea circuses began as
a way fo showcase

tiny craftsmanship.

MAIN IDEA 1:

Flea circuses began as
a way fo showcase

tiny craftsmanship.

MAIN IDEA 1:

Flea circuses began as
a way to showcase

tiny craftsmanship.

C. The performances
added entertainment
to the displays that
were created.

=

A. Fleas pulled
miniature carriages
and staged sword
fights.

.

E. Fleas were
perfect models for
Jjewelers due to their
tiny size.

H. Crowds flocked
to these events,
making them a big
hit

|_4®

B. A few flea
circuses remain, with

efforts fo make them
popular again.

D. By the 20th
century, it became
harder fo find fleas.

|




What Skills are Included?

5 ® ® ° = FLEA CIRCUS
Z.‘:ﬁ o n I ctl o n I s PS | You've probably heard of a circus with humans and animals performing cool acts, bu
S

e ——

|
have you ever heard of a flea circus? A flea circus is exactly what it sounds like: a

::ﬁ = circus featuring fleas! These tiny performers have a fascinating history.

~ -

-« Text Evid

L* e e FLEA CRCUS

==} F . , L :

. Color each supporting detail the same color as the main idea it goes with.

. o Text Features

== MAIN IDEA #1 A. Fleas pulled B. A few flea C. The performances D. By the 20th
3 s Flaa circiices miniature carriages | circuses remain, with added entertainment century, it became
== W\ 2 and staged sword | efforts fo make them to the displays that | |, der 4o find fleas.
.2 o Text Structures S ooy | bl | e e i
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. * ompa ontrast TIGHTROPE WALKING

= ® f °® Tightrope walking is a popular circus act, but did you know there are different

_‘:7 P \’ ‘ A ’ types? Performers dont just walk on thin wires; they master various techniques.

=3 @ o' nt o Ie Tightwire is the most common type seen in circuses. Performers walk on a tightly

==} stretched wire. They use props like umbrellas or balance poles, or go freehand for a

e Main ldea

L

TIGHTROPE WALKING

=3
= & o n text I U es Sort each detail about each type of tightrope walking by coloring each box the right color.
- C C RED
=3 ,»—NTIGHTWIRE Requires agility | Often Exposed to Often Uses a loose Poles must be
-
= ® and balance as | performed at | unpredictable | performed rope instead used to
% . e u e n c I n the rope lower heights. | weather outdoors. of a tightly balance.
::' i shifts. = ) conditions. stretched N
i =; YELLOW (:,‘ C = (%) (_u\ one. (_(: (_)
~ o o o HIGHWIRE e ; qg_j\_; <G> )l»/w ¥ /\» e /;>
- « Pages Reviewin s e Vo Ule Ul
- e
“Z‘@: Im;ol;es gre::er Walks on a Also called | Commonly ofmn the highlight | Uses a bouncy
¢ risk due to ire tight! of circus material that
?5; [ ] o GREEN SKYWALKING height and can be :::fc:ed Y s|ockrope. seen in performances due lets performers
e e v 4 : circuses. to its thrilling
= u tl e I s i i o between two nature. doitricks
4 o) F N (R %
@ @ (_5_5 points. T (_;) L (v w
S G ——> B e s i e —=>
&5 G E(/ He 2 ) t*/ J 2k fj L {w)
Vi . > . > . ol ” . .
PLUE \sckwire - L L - -
P Performed Modern Performed on a | Known as one | More challenging | Can use
,(‘K(}\ outdoors at " +he than tight
v 7 7L LU VIR wiremorethan | 4. 4 ightwire | balancing tools




The no prep printable

questions are

Nome %
CUT AND PASTE Gy
Glue each text feature where it belongs below. gy

Text Feature #1 Text Feature #2 Text Feature #3 Text Feature #4

£ | £

Text Feature #5 Text Feature #6

D@

timeline picture bulleted list | text box

underlined

italics title subtitles
words

|0 Pre-Made

Centers

Name:

CUT AND PASTE

Glue each text feature where it belongs below.

a
)®
AU

Text Feature #1 Text Feature #2 Text Feature #3 Text Feature #4

£ £
edit any

| [

Text Feature #5

D@

questionl!

timeline

underlined

italics ‘ title subtitles

words

|0 Pre-Made

Centers:

Print & Go

Editable Version




other resources this

pairs well with:

Grab the 3-5 reading

room transformation

. . I
for additional passages| Or, add in some math to your themed learning day!

MULTIPLICATION
multiplication

y)vgf,?, dCIY<<<<<<. o

readmg Mulﬁ&é When you purchase

EEEEEEENE [ 1= T

CLASSROOM
TRANSFORMATIONS a Mega Bundle,

BB B | B |t i 2o e gl s 7 =
R S 2] ; = s = ;
s B = 2 o B
2B SR the price of the

T PR Giaoks || ESEE 16y
individual resources! MR- Wit
Add On Pack Bundle!

DAYS! GRADES 3- 5



https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Central-Message-Moral-of-the-Story-Theme-Circus-Reading-Comprehension-Passages-8400861
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/3rd-Grade-Multiplication-Strategies-Circus-Carnival-Room-Transformation-3OA1-4059476
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Multiplication-Word-Problems-4th-Grade-Circus-Carnival-Day-Room-Transformation-4778096
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Multiplication-as-Scaling-5th-Grade-Math-Circus-Day-Room-Transformation-Carnival-7065255
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Classroom-Transformation-Room-Theme-Days-Reading-Comprehension-BUNDLE-8929194
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Comprehension-Passages-Theme-Days-Reading-Activities-Test-Prep-BUNDLE-9261802

classroom transformations
low prep, fun, and engaging!

3rd grade math !

w—\.‘
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COFFEL ‘J
SHOPE

um‘ i]ﬂ

kmclergarten reading

' & READI NG
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/' o A ﬁ . N 3-5 readil:

1st grae réadmg 2nd grucleA . ading  GR 3 »5 readmg add -on packs
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/128142-1st-Grade-Math-Room-Transformations-370490
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/128142-4th-Grade-Math-Room-Transformations-361790
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/128142-5th-Grade-Math-Room-Transformations-___________________________-391088
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/11088-Alphabet-Reading-Room-Transformations-759302
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/11088-2nd-Grade-Reading-Room-Transformations-711679
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/128142-Kinder-Math-Room-Transformations-542516
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/11088-Reading-Transformations-3-5-Reading-Comprehension-415414
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/11088-3-5-Reading-Transformation-Add-On-Packs-______________________-416800
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/128142-2nd-Grade-Math-Room-Transformations-391087
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/11088-Kindergarten-Reading-Room-Transformations-711619
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/11088-1st-Grade-Reading-Room-Transformations-711618
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/128142-3rd-Grade-Math-Room-Transformations-319479

Please Note:

00000000

« This is not a stand-alone room transformation.

« There are no decorations included.

 There are 10 reading passages and activities
provided.

« The questions are editable. The passages are not.

« The digital version is provided in Google Slides.

« This Add on Pack aligns with my math & reading

classroom transformations.

« Let me know if you have ANY questions! You can

email me at lindsaythelifetimelearner@gmail.com
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