MAKE LEARNING FUN!

10 high-interest passages & activities

themed to make learning engaging
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AN UNLIKELY THIEF

In Massachusetts, the Franklin Police Department was faced with a thief. The police
fficers worked hard to collect toys for kids during the holiday season but found that
ome of them were disappearing. The officers were confused. Who would be stealing
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Fil in the crossword puzzle using the clue cards. THE LIFETIME LEARNER
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You can use
these passages:
o for classroom

transformations
® during your ELA block
¢ as partner/small

group activities
o skill practice
® as assessments
o for test prep
¢ remediation
e enrichment
¢ themed days
o fast finisher activity
e and morel



You can use this resource two ways:

E
|||l|il|||l\||\nll|n|u|||ml|1lm|n||u|l||u|l|||lmummllmlumlummummnlmlmml\ms

HlllllllﬂlflllllllmllHIIIllllllllllIIlllIlMIllllllmlllll"ﬂll.llmlVIIIIH!IIIIMIIIIIIIIlllll

Use the reading passages to OR use these reading passages
supplement your Detective for students to enjoy during your
Room Transformation ELA block on a regular day

You don't have to do a room transformation to use this resource.

These 10 passages are no-prep and print & go.

Use them anytime during your ELA block!



HE CONTENT:

10 high-interest passages & activities
in 2 formats: hands-on & no prep!

WHAT IS A "FAIRY CIRCLE"?

EE
Across the deserts of South Africa, strange circles called “fairy circles” appear on

he g-rnund. A fu.lry circle is a mysterious, round patch of bare earth, T:Hen with grass im“as:*:;";:j"::hr“ - Name: wHAT Ig A “FAIRY CIRCLEI'?

rowing around its edges. People once thought these circles were magical or made by
your attention

ies,” but scientists now believe they are made by nature. Fairy circles are L foscinating 2. randomly :w‘:: ’1 shudes and M. It's limited supply or
s s el hard to find
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With this version, students read the passage. Or in this version, students read the passage.
Then, they complete a hands-on center Then, they complete the activity in worksheet
activity you can laminate and re-use for  form. This version is NO PREP and PRINT & GOl

years to come. Just as much fun as the hands-on centersl



2 Versions of Every Passage
Included for Students
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GERTRUDE'S MYSTERY POOKS AN UNLIKELY THIEF

Gertrude Chandler Warner is the author of 7he Boxcar Children Mysteries. Since In Massachusetts, the Franklin Police Department was faced with a thief. The police

she was five, she dreamed of becoming an author. She would write stories as gifts for officers worked hard to collect toys for kids during the holiday season but found that

her grandfather each Christmas. Gertrude loved mysteries and began to imagine her some of them were disappearing. The officers were confused. Who would be stealing

wn stories. When she was sick and home from school, it gave her more time fo write. children’s toys and why? However, the thief soon revealed himself when he was caught
The idea for The Boxcar Children came from watching trains pass by her house. She on camera with a baby doll in his mouth.

ould see things inside the cabooses, like a stove or cups, and wonder about living in a It was their own therapy dog, Benl The officers chased Ben when they saw the doll

rain car. This idea inspired her story of children who live alone in a boxcar and solve in his mouth, and he ended up leading them back to his stash of the rest of the toys.

ysteries together. She shared her story with kids in her Sunday school class, and they Unfortunately, the police could not retrieve them because of Ben’s slobber.

ved itl Her one story turned into a whole mystery series that kids everywhere enjoyed. “When Ben saw the toys, he thought they belonged to him,” Deputy Police Chief
However, at first, some parents didn't like the stories. This was a different time, James Mill explained. He would take them back to his bed under a desk. Ben is known to

nd many adults felt kids shouldn’t read about children acting on their own without be playful and will not be facing any charges. However, the police said he is banned from

dults. They worried that reading the books might make kids think they didn’t need coming info the toy room from now on.

supervision or make them act more rebellious.

T ]
GERTRUDE'S MYSTERY POOKS

Gertrude Chandler Warner is the acclaimed author of 7he Boxcar Children Mysteries. At five years old, she

“He has the run of the station, and it’s amazing. He’s like one of those friends who

I
AN UNLIKELY THIEF

The Franklin Police Department in Massachusetts was dealing with an unusual mystery: toys collected

already dreamed of becoming an author and would give stories to her grandfather as a gift each Christmas. for children during the holiday season were mysteriously disappearing from the station. Officers had been
Being a fan of mysteries, Gertrude soon began to explore mystery writing. She was often ill and had to stay gothering Hhe toys-o bring joy fo-local Kide: So; when hey ricticed some missing; #hey: were:defermined 4o

home from school, but that gave her more time to write. The idea of 7he Boxcar Children soon came to her which

was inspired by her childhood fantasies. She would watch the trains go by near her home and sometimes, she would figure out what was going on. The officers wondered who would steal foys meant for children. Why would

vee - sovean‘old Toble;dnid o few cups ncidaof the cabiooss someone do such a thing? They were puzzled and on high dlert, ready to catch the culprit.

Seeing these objects made her daydream about how much fun it would be to live inside a boxcar and have her The thief, however, didn't remain hidden for long. One day, the officers spotted him in action. He was

own little world. Inspired by this ideq, she started writing the story of children living alone in a boxcar and solving caught on the station’s security camera walking down the hallway with a baby doll in his mouth. To the
mysteries together. She shared her story with the Sunday school classes she taught; and the students loved it. Soon, officers’ surprise, the “thief” was none other than their own beloved therapy dog, Benl Ben had managed
one story grew info a mystery series loved by readers everywhere. The mystery series was born, with lots of books to sneak into the toy room and had been “borrowing” foys one by one. He was caught carrying them back

being written. The stories were about kids who lived alone in a train boxcar and solved mysteries together. to his bed under a desk in the station on the security tapes.
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However, not everyone liked these stories at the beginning. This was a different time than today, and some Upon discovering the stash, the officers tried to recover the foys. Unfortunately, most of them were
parents and librarians were concerned. Parents feared that children reading about kids living alone without adults
might start fo think they didn't need supervision themselves. Adults worried young readers would feel encouraged to

ignore their parents and act on their own. Many believed that the lack of parental supervision in the stories would lead

{ ] [ J [ ]
ifferentiate and give
But Gertrude didn't let that bother her. She wrote fo her fans, “Perhaps you know that the original Boxcar

Children raised a storm of protest from librarians who thought the children were having foo good a time without any,
parental controll That is exactly why children like it/ Most of my own childhood exploits, such as living in a freight car,

received very little cooperation from my parents.” o u r stu d e n t s t h e
Gertrude’s stories might not have been popular at first. But today, her books are popular among young readers,

who love the mysteries that keep them excited for each new book. Her series inspired generations of young readers

and encouraged other authors to write mystery books for kids.

AT R vers i on be st fo r t h em !




A
UDE'S MYSTERY POOKS

\dler Warner is the author of The Boxcar Children Mysteries Since
Fe dreamed of becoming an author. She would write stories as gifts for
Wrather each Christmas. Gertrude loved mysteries and began fo imagine her
stories. When she was sick and home from school, it gave her more time fo write.
The idea for The Boxcar Children came from watching trains pass by her house. She
would see things inside the cabooses, like a stove or cups, and wonder about living in @
train car. This idea inspired her story of children who live alone in a boxcar and solve
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GERTRUDE’S MULTIPLE CHOICE

What main quality about Gertrude as a child
contributed most to her becoming an author?
A) Determination

B) Imagination

C) Fearlessness

D) Curiosity

q

P

1. o

Which theme best describes 7he Boxcar
Children series?

A) Friendship and loyalty
B) Creativity and imagination

C) Following rules and guidance

@ D) Independence and
o problem-solving

2

2.
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in his mouth, and he ended 4

AN UNLIKELY THIEF
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What is Ben’s personality
compared fo?

THE LIFETIME LEARNES

Students use the clue cards
to fill in the crossword puzzle.
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| What main quolty about | 2 Which theme bast descrbes | 3 What mapied Gertruda o [ 4 W
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Write A, B, C. or D in each box. THE LIFETIME LEARNER
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No Prep Printable Worksheet!



T
AAT IS A "FAIRY CIRCLE™?

e deserts of South Africa, strange circles called “fairy circles” appear on
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PBund. A fairy circle is o mysterious, round patch of bare earth, often with grass Something very Name: [ .
, iiceetig Y captiva WHAT IS A "FARY CIRCLE™
growing around Its edges. People once thought these circles were magical or made by me b ,
“fairies,” but scientists now believe they are made by nature. Fairy circles are — e — | fascinating 2 randomly i agrparyerigtlill [ *:'*-d supply o
b werks with math o sove R
fascinating because they make the land look like it's covered in polka dots! rebloms end ¥
derctond

At First; people thought fairy ciroles wers randarly placed, bu ressarch suggests K gio o> | o /\ /\
there might be an organized arrangement. Mathematician Corina Tarnita studies 4@@ 3 arrangement 4. mathematician H This is when things are | F: A communtty of Iing fhings
patterns like these fo learn about an ecosystem's health. She explains that patterns, like - placed or organzed in @ :::‘_::::‘“ e -
fairy circles, could be clues about how tems function. An stem is a Sirvelbi ihk dekeni o go wacilio woy i > o mrme i >
community of living things (like plants, animals, and insects) that interact and rely on follow a pattern and

pattern S ecosystem 6 mteract A Tdeas or guesses based on | C. Something very

each other to survive. Tarnita believes that “fairy circles” show us what's happening with seems o happen by ~ obsarvations and evdance that | e octing that captures
plants, animals, and insects in South Africa’s ecosystem. Randomly chance ; bddony T e | |

Scientists developed two main theories about why fairy circles form. The first is q:
that plants compete for scarce water, causing grass areas to dry up and form circles. - 7% theories R moarcw 3{;:1:::"3“:-;1 i::ﬁ;ﬁ:ﬁ: j::jj;
The second theory Is termite colonies under the soll fight for space, leaving bare gaps q@@@. : A [\ or G :
where plants can't grow. It fook time, but scientists realized both are true. Plants and ‘ dgo| 1”7 dic NN Ff
termites shape these “fairy circles,” creating a unique landscape in the desert. 2 londscape K Something that dowsnt ||

Tt Urerive Learne N0G7s gtbaon sad ssar ]
a TR Tiia s v g e | o happen by F.
placed or organized in a — @‘

Ha nd s -o n Center: Arrangen ment specific way. Write the correct number on each dirt mound. SRRt

No Prep Printable Worksheet!

Students put the two sides together to match
each word and definition.

ENTER

.ompare & Contrast

PUPLIC AND PRIVATE DETECTIVES

Read each card and decide whers it balongs. Write each letter where It belongs in the diogrom below:

O T2
ATE DETECTIVES

ve on TV? Did you know that there are different kinds

ctives in real life do many different jobs. Public detectives work for

are paid with tax money to keep the community safe. They often

e theft and assault and work as law enforcement officers. Public

142422222

- - B
They con look info | They work on casea They have a larger | They may make
285 to government tools and databases, which help them solve cases . . property theft solrng ,,m,‘..‘,h renge of cclhitns  |arrosts
‘ivities. They can even make arrests when necessary. — — cases. bl “":"w;‘:‘_i ™ | they wil complete in | necessary
38, on the other hand, are hired by people or companies and do many ) s their job.

ns. Sometimes, they look into personal matters like checking

A.

They con conduct

C.

They can search for | They may have
background checks for | missing persone.
companias they have
been hired by. of their job

E. G. H.

They may have mare [ They use surveilance | They are paid by the [ They work for

public through
tochniques fo help | government-collected | not work for the

D.

They work to gather
evidence for each

They can look into
property theft

j into suspicious activity, or finding missing persons when the police They may make They have a larger

time or resources. Private detectives might also be hired by a arrests when

access fo secure

range of activities
they will complete in databases becouse | case,

their job.

C;

1 employee behavior or possible theft. They may have more money to necesIary: caes.

3s because they are funded by the individuals that hire them.
etectives work to find missing items or people, track down

A

D.

ve problems. While public detectives can use special government
letectives have the support of those who hire them and may have

financial resources | and investigation
- ovoloble whie

themselves ond do

They work on cases

The k fe worl ve o axes governm
ethods to investigate. Both play an important role in keeping people involving suspected Yy oy . - -
themselves and do
steries in the community. erimind acttvity as law ) J. K. L.
THE LIFETIME LEARNER soforemnant aganti not work for the Norme i Lt AR
L RTINS government. =

Hands-On Center: B L.

Students sort the details where they belong by comparing and contrasting.

No Prep Printable Worksheet!



I
MOUS ARTWORK STOLEN!

mysteries are solved. One of the most interesting unsolved cases is the theft

WP ertwork from the Iscbella Stewart Gardner Mussum. This robbery happened on a
eingle night In 990, when severdl pleces of art were stolen. Securtty guards at the 3 CHOICES: ART THEFT
museum allowed in the thieves because they were dressed as police officers. Once Crrcle the correct letter fo answer each question
inside, the criminals tied up the guards and spent an hour looting without inferruption. L What mode the thisves snlrance o ‘{”
the museum possble? a public event.
During the heist, the thieves stole paintings by famous artists such as Johannes

i 2 Which piece of ortwork is consdered i , B. A painting by € A selptury
Vermeer, Rembrandt, Govert Flinck, Degas, and Manet. Thirteen artworks were taken in A Dagas Ry emedibairbansind y ‘ e, Y

total. Their empty frames still hang in the museum foday as a reminder of the missing s X 3 Why do some experts find the C. The thieves ordy
pieces. Experts remain puzzled that the thieves chose to leave some of the museum’s Hhiavas' choles puacring?. S
most vokucble paintings behind. However, they did foke The Concer# by Johannes Wihat won th estatd Il v of
Vermeer, one of the world's most expensive paintings, worth an estimated $250 million. Ihe Sl ot e

The FBI estimates the fotal value of the stolen artwork fo be around $500 millon. ottt e
The museum has offered a $I0 million reward for any information leading to the 6 What conchision can be drawn about the
recovery of the paintings. No one has come forward. To this day, not a single piece of e sculptues. '::":';“" o msoan ot Sho v

5 o the robbary

the stolen artwork has been recovered, and no arrests have been made. Despite the T —————|

efforts of both law enforcement and the museum, the mystery of who stole the art - forward wih information about the stlen
artwork?

remains unsolved.

THE LIFETIME LEARNE B What does the passoge suggest cbout low.
s afrauiaiod’s iy o scive the aats?
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THE MYSTERY OF PLOOD FALLS

Not only defectives eolve mysteries. scientists do, fool One mystery, caled “The Mystery of Antarctica's Blood
was colved by aclentists only after many years of research and study Blood Falls is a strange red-colored
aterfal located in the McMurdo Dry Valleys of Antarctica In Ml an explorer named Griffith Taylor first
acovered this unusual waterfall He noticed that the water flowing from it appeared beight red. Toylor and his
eom were puzzled, and
his axplanation wos reasanable bacauss aigos can somafimas turn water red Howevar., the mystary remaned
unsolved for years because no one coud confirm this guess. The fechnology af fhe fime was not sophisticated
ugh to test their hypothesis.

Later, scientists took a closer lock at the red water and discovered something surprising: the water in Blood

THE MYSTERY OF PLOOD FALLS

Not only detectives solve mysteries. Scientists solve them tool One mystery, called
“The Mystery of Antarctica's Blood Falls”, was solved by scientists after a long time. In
191, an explorer named Griffith Taylor discovered a waterfall in Antarctica that had red
water.

[ [————
water in “Blood Fals” wos caused by iron. |iAIGBOISSkBORSA B ISR (REaEhsRTHEEE

Still, no one knew where the iron-filled water wa:

it steps did the
ntists take after
ing this significant

overy? 4

a3z =|

Why does iron in water
create a red color when it
reaches the surface of the

falls?

ming from, or even how Blood Falls was formed
One group of scientists decided to try and solve the mystery. [N

fdlé As water flowed from the underground loke fo the surface, it picked up iron from
fREIRGEKE The scientists were overjoyed. They published what they'd found out, and the
next year, a driling team came fo Blood Falls. The team drilled up where the hidden lake

gves Blood Falls It

dramatic appearance. Even with this new information, there were mare questions

should be and confirmed that it was there. The Mystery of Antarctica’s Blood Falls took ‘ How might the information The scientists ware thelled with their findings ond published their results Later on, a driling feam confirmed ‘
a long time to solve, but it was answered in the end. Now, scientists know a lot more. [IREIES || gathered from Blood Fals SRR ENSSEREL The sk the myshey of Bood Fob,shovrg how scierce

unlock even the strangest secrete of nature.
help scientists in the

FE e e hepsoNsmore myetenea i theiutees,
Hands-On Center:

Students use the coloring task card questions to Head over to the “no-prep printables” file if you’d like to use
color in answers in the text. the print-and-go page instead of the hands-on version.



Text Structure

Task Cards

Brhart's disappearance is one of the 20th

s most enduring mysteries. Earhart was an . 1 t, )
B At b b s Pt Ne™: TUE DISAPPEARANCE OF AMELIA EARHART ([ h:\;?\’\’\'\‘\’\‘\‘“’“’W\'\'\‘\’W\"\M’\“WW\'\WWW\
ey roscrds ad beoame the Pt werned e e - THE DISAPPEARANCE OF AMELIA EARHART ([
across the Atlantic Ocean. While attempting Hints From the Text fo Show Proof. | Text Structure Used:
around the world with Fred Noonan, she vaf ThiS Par03rafh USES 0 dESCriPHION SHructure by 3iving de+ails about
the Pacific Ocean. who Amelia Eachart Wos and her achievements as a pilot-

—

Hints From the Text fo Show Proof:

2. Text Structure Used
Hints From the Text o Show Proof: 2 Text Struchure Used
Hints From the Text fo Show Proof.

Earhart is like no other pilots of her time, and her
determination sets her apart. While most aviators
chose shorter flights, Earhart fook on long-distance 3. Text Structure Used:
flights that no woman had attempted befd Hocke From the Taxt o Show Proof 3. Toxt Structure Used
did flights that many people considered 14 Hints From the Text fo Show Proof:
Unlike other pilots, she also supported wor}
participation in aviation. ? Y. Toxt Structure Used:

Hints From the Text fo Show Proof:

Y, Text Structure Used
Hints From the Text fo Show Proof:

Earhar+'s flight led fo awful consequences. As she
neared the end of her journey, the crew encountered 5, Text Structure Used

difficulties. They ran into poor weather alack of Hits From the Text to Show Proof:
communication with their planned refueling
This lack of contact led to their dlsuppecr

§, Text Struchure Used:
Hints From the Text fo Show Proof:

Cause
and Effect

Write the type of text structure used in each box and any clues that helped you figure it out. Write the fype of text structure used in each box and any clues that helped you figure it out.

SLELLLEBLL LBV

Water. Most animals can't survive in Mono Lake's: Naine: PUPRPI = TERY?
flies can swim and lay eggs below the surface. Fa Il Why is Mono Lake's water considered harsh for most animals? I FLEQ * Eg - MYS Y i

L Why is Mono Lake's water considered harsh for most animals?

Answer: Because it's salty and highly akaline, making it hard for most animals fo survive.

how they could do this without drowning or getti

Michael Dickinson found the answer. 2 What makes alkal fles uniape in their abikty fo survive af Mono Lake?
s s unique in their ve e?
To investigate, they collected akali flies and #  Rec.quSe 1+'S Solty oand hiahly alkaline, moking i+ 1Ord Answer: They can dive underwater in Mono Lake's harsh conditions, stay dry, and even lay eggs
including freshwater and Mono Lake’s alkaline wat underwater.

observation that the flies use a special layer of Cor mOSt animals +o survive- 3. What was the mystery scientists wanted fo solve about alkali flies?
their bodies when they dive underwater. Answer: Scientists wanted to know how alkali flies could dive and stay underwater without drowning
“You can think of it as a dry suit; or a supe: or getting socked.
they crawl info the water,” Van Breugel explained T o Y. How do alkali flies stay dry underwater?
letting the flies stay dry and breathe while undert e i B Answer: They use a spacial layer of waxy hair on their bodies fo #rop air bubbles around them, lke a
ing ies stay dry and breathe while UNAEr mm m mm mm m m——"————————— - SR
flies® body hair. The flies then use the bubbles to o
This discovery solves a mystery and could ha (2 mlkes okl flles uiaue in heir abilty fo survive at Mono Lake? | 5. What are two special abitfies that the "euperhero sult" on okl fles provides?
Answer: The "superhero sult” on alkali flies allows them fo stay dry underwater and breathe for
fechnology. By using this knowledge about alkali perhers sul i fles stay dry underwa #

longer periods while submerged
th : - -
equipment or suits that protect people in difficul TL}CY con dlvc \,\ndCr’WQ+CF‘ n I\/\OT\O \_OKC s qur‘Sk 60 ol alkall flies’ “scuba sutt” help humans?
a L T T Answer: Scientists might use this knowledge fo create underwater squipment or suifs o help people
conditions, stay dry, and even lay £33s underwoter- s b i soodhine;

Write the answers to the questions in each box in complete sentences. THE LIFETIME LEARNER

Write the anewer on the blonk lines.
THE LIFETIME LEARNER




7 of 1986, Sergei, a computer software designer, was helping the
Rustry develop in the Soviet Union. He had just installed @ microcomputer at

B oad station that was a major shipping center for the USSR. This computer would

Sergel was left bewildered. The
veryone had gone home for the ni
e would check the system. He dete

Place the puzzle pieces in order here on the mat.

e et THE COMPUTER MYSTERY PUZZLE MAT | s s |

connection: the crashes
only happened when train
cars carrying live cattle
arrived from

self in certain circumstances. So,| Event |

Event 2

Event 3

Event 4 Ukraine and

He gathered a list of the timeg f| ¢ A camputer softuare
attern revealed itself. The more §
redict when the next crash would
hen live cattle were coming in fra
lont disaster had just happened, af
his radiation leaked into the cattlé

€ He noficed a mysterious
computer bug caused
random fafures that
prevented cars and cargo

A He suspected the
issue was due fo a bug
that appeared only

Russia

F. Sergei made a list of
#imes when the craches
occurred, hoping fo
uncover a pattern

adiation levels were beyond norma

had built when it was nearby. The §

from rovirg W erdy under specific
happened ot conditions. |
gt

Event 5 Event 6 Event 7 Everd 8

Hands-On Center:

1

G. After fixing the
problem, Sergel
became a hero for his
clever defective work

THE LIFETIME LEARNER

Students put the puzzle pieces in chronological order.

personal cases. Both types of detectives use skills fo crack mysteries.
One of the most famous types of detectives is the “private eye.” This detective is hired to
find missing people, check info , or uncover secrets.
Detectives rely on tools o help them gather clues. They use
closely at details, cameras to capture evidence, and computers fo access databases. Detectives
might also use kits, binoculars, or recording devices. Recently, technology has
become a huge help. Some detectives use drones or GPS trackers fo follow
The first known detective agency was in France. Eugéne Frangois Vidocq, was a
criminal who turned his life around and became a detective. He helped solve
work where he wore a disguise.

Some detectives become dlists. For instance,

keeping saf

A

detectives are trained in digifal crimes.
Being a detective requires patience and problem-solving skills. Many detectives work long
hours fo solve cases and may face dangerous situations. Detectives play an important role in

‘e by solving mysteries and protec
I

detectives are experts in collecting evidence from crime scenes.

cting the public.

glasses fo look

detectives focus only on

bl THE LIFETIME LEARN
T

Fill in the Blank

A AT
ACTS ARPOUT DETECTIVES

s are experts in solving mysteries. A detective’s job is fo collect clues and follow
fo solve cases. They might work in law enforcement or investigations. While

public detectives work for the police, private detectives are hired by ING1V10UOIS for

magnifying

undercover

communities
evidence

*  former

backgrounds

forensic

®  suspects

fingerprint
cyber

. s
Individualg

Students read the passage and use words from the
word bank to fill in the blanks as they read.

ALELLELLLBL ARV

THE COMPUTER MYSTERY | |

First, read the story. Then, put the events in order below from sl fo #8 by writing a number at
the fop of each box Put a #lin the box that comes first and a 8 in the box that comes last

) W4

A He suspected the issue | B He tested the tramn

. D. He eventudlly noticed o
ramed Sarge won blprg develp
was due fo a bug that | cars fo confirm his et iy et Sovut | COT@EtIoR the crashes only
appeared only under theory and wae correct. happened when frain cars

1

corryng Ive catfle orrrve
specific conditions. Yng d

from Ukrane and Russia

£ He noficed amysterious | F. Sergei made a list of | . After fixing the H.Sargei redhzed the recent

computer bug coused fimes when the crashes | problem, Sargel became a | Chernabyl Nuclear Power
random falures that scuwred, Bopkg 45 e R as Plont disaster hod released |
proverted corsandearge. | S L pbittiay rodation info the k

envirorment that

from maving that only
happened at night.

= al

Name: THE LIFETIME LEARNER

No Prep Printable Worksheet!

FUN FACTS APOUT DETECTIVES

Detectives are experts in solving mysteries. A detective’s job is fo collect clues and follow
EVIBENCE 1o solve cases. They might work in law enforcement or. investigations. Whie
ublic detectives work for the police, private defectives are hired by INGTVIOUQIS for

personal cases. Both types of detectives use skills fo crack mysteries

One of the most famous types of detectives is the “private eye.” This detective is hired to ;
magnifying
ind missing people, check info , o uncover secrets.
Detectives rely on tools fo help them gather clues. Theyuse __ glasses to look *  undercover
losely ot details, cameras to capture evidence, and computers fo access databases. Detect % o
might also use kits, binoculars, or recording devices. Recently, technology has o
become a huge help. Some detectives use drones or GPS trackers fo follow *  evidence
The first known detective agency was in France. Eugéne Frangois Vidoca was a I
criminal who turned his life around and became a detective. He helped solve
ases with work where he wore a disguise. *  backgrounds
Some detectives become specialists. For instance, detectives focus only on B
Ire cases. detectives are experts in collecting evidence from crime scenes.
detectives are trained in digital crimes. *  suspects
Being  detective requires patience and problem-solving skils. Many detectives work long £
hours to solve cases and may fuos dangerous sttudtions. Detectives play an imporrt role In ngerprint
eeping safe by solving mysteries and protecting the public. THE LIFETIME LEARNER. *  cyber
T S——
individugls

No Prep Printable Worksheet!
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GERTRUDE'S MYSTERY POOKS
U\'\'\‘\‘L\J\,\“\,\"\v‘\x\‘\\‘\\\’\\‘\'\‘\'\'\'\'\'\'\‘\‘\'\‘\‘\'\'\'\_‘\'\‘\’\ﬁ Gertrude Chandler Warner is the author of The Boxcar Children Mysferies. Since

she was five, she dreamed of becoming an author. She would write stories as gifts for

D T her grandfather each Christmas. Gertrude loved mysteries and began to imagine her

[ . " "
GERTRUDE 9 MYSTERY Pookg own Ts::r-les. V{\:‘henf:hegwas suz‘th;nd home fr:m school, h:f gave -her more h:'ue ‘:: wr'nf;.h
Gertrude Chandler Warner is the author of The Boxcar Children Mysteries. Since 9ikiea;for Fha avcar Chidren cama from watching frainé pass:by her houss: She

he was five, she dreamed of becoming an author. She would write stories as gifts for waukd see things insida the oabaosss, lke a stove ar cups, and wander: about living in a

. - ' i
er grandfather sach Christmas. Gertrude loved mysteries and began fo imagine her train car. This idea inspired her story of children who live alone in a boxcar and solve

wn stories. When she was sick and home from school, it gave her- mare fime fo write. mysteries fogether. She shared her story with kids in her Sunday school class, and they

H , . . .
The idea for The Boxcar Children came from watching trains pass by her house. She loved itl Her one story turned into a whole mystery series that kids everywhere enjoyed.

ould see things inside the cabooses, like a stove or cups, and wender about living in a However, at first, some parents didn't like the stories. This was a different time,
and many adults felt kids shouldn't read about children acting on their own without
adults. They worried that reading the books might make kids think they didn't need
supervision or make them act more rebellious.

But Gertrude didn't let these worries stop her. She told her fans, “Librarians
thought the children were having foo much fun without adults, and that's why kids like

it/" Now, Gertrude’s books are popular, and kids everywhere love reading about the

rain car. This idea inspired her story of children who live alone in a boxcar and solve
ysteries together. She shared her story with kids in her Sunday school class, and they
loved itl Her one story turned into a whole mystery series that kids everywhere enjoyed.
However, at first, some parents didn't like the stories. This was a different time,
nd many adults felt kids shouldn't read about children acting on their own without
dults. They worried that reading the books might make kids think they didn't need
upervision or make them act more rebellious.
But Gertrude didn't let these worries stop her. She told her fans, “Librarians
thought the children were having foo much fun without adults, and that's why kids like
#/* Now, Gertrude’s books are popular, and kids everywhere love reading about the
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mysteries solved by The Boxcar Children

A

L -

L& L

= mysteries solved by The Boxcar Children

Print & Go Google Slides

Choose the format

== THE LIFETIME LEARNER

that works best for you!




HOW TO USE THIS:

e pick and choose the
centers you want to use:
do what works best for
your class!

give less than O centers
to students if you are
short on time

give students the whole
day to complete all 10
centers/activities OR
spread the room
transformation out over
a couple of days

use the hands-on centers
during your room
transformation and the
no-prep printables as a
review during your
reading block

Amelia Earhart’s disappearance is one of the 20th
century’s most enduring mysteries. Earhart was an

"

airline pilot known for her long-distance flig

D ipti
many records and became the first womar] ekt

across the Atlantic Ocean. While attempting

around the world with Fred Noonan, she vali
the Pacific Ocean. I !

Earhart is like no other pilots of her time, and her

determination sets her apart. While most aviators

chose shorter flights, Earhart ook on long-distance

flights that no woman had attempted befd Compare
did flights that many people considered 1d Coxrdus?
Unlike other pilots, she also supported won

participation in aviation.

Earhart’s flight led fo awful consequences. As she

neared the end of her journey, the crew encountered

difficulties. They ran into poor weather a
Cause
and Effect

?

communication with their planned refuelin:
This lack of contact led to their disappear
Coast Guard couldn’t pinpoint her position

sparked theories and investigations info w

"o TUE DISAPPEARANCE OF AMELIA EARUART [
| Text Structure Use: DESCr1PHI1ON

Hints From the Text to Show Proof:

This Paradcaorh USES a descripHion Structuce by 3iving oe+ails about

who Amelia Earhart Was and her achievements as a pilot-

2. Text Structure Used

Hints From the Text to Show Proof:

3, Text Structure Used:

Hints From the Text to Show Proof:

Y, Text Structure Used:

Hints From the Text to Show Proof:

S, Text Structure Used:

Hints From the Text fo Show Proof:

Write the type of text structure used in each box and any clues that helped you figure it out.




What Skills are Included?

0O OO AR
FAMOUS ARTWORK STOLEN!

Some mysteries remain unsolved for decades. One of the most interesting cases is the theft of priceless
artwork from the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum in Boston, Massachusetts. On the night of March I8, 1990,

two men disguised as police officers entered the museum. The security guards on duty dllowed them inside,
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believing they were responding to a call. The thieves immediately tied up the guards once they got in and left

o .lr.‘E!:":it IEE‘I"i‘!:I<EEE|'|‘l:4ii! 1000000000000 000
: 3 CHOICES: ART THEFT [
» Sequencing 0

)

bbb b

VY

iy 1y

Circle the correct letter fo answer each question.

[LCETATICTTT

(LT

Si’ |. What made the thieves’ entrance into A. They knew the B. They disguised themselves| ||} C. They entered during|
fficers. i
- . the museum possible? security guards. Sspokce.c a public event.
= ® P L.
2. Which piece of artwork is considered A The Concert by B. A painting b: C. A sculpture b
- ng by Y

100000000000 ORISR
WHAT IS A "FAIRRY CIRCLE"?

Across the deserts of South Africa, strange circles called “fairy circles” dot the ground. A fairy circle is a

"

Iy
& ¢
[

il

Compare & Contrast
Main Idea

Context Clues v \WHAT IS A "FARY CIRCLE"?

e Text StI'U ctures e ey = ominierll et

problems and

understand
o [ ] Q@@ d@@ patterns.
I a g es ReVI eWI n g 3. arrangement 4. mathematician H. This is when things are | F. A community of living things

placed or organized in a that depend on each other and

"
),

mysterious round patch of earth that pops up in dry dessert areas. These circles have no plants growing in them, but

there is usually grass growing around the edges. People used to think they were magical or made by “fairies.” Now, we

1&
®

believe they are made by nature. Fairy circles are fascinating because they make the land look like it's covered in

AN

T
(LEECR AT

polka dots! People used to think that “fairy circles” were randomly placed, but it turns out, there may be an organized

i

&\n\f\ W
o

s
i

)

IAY
Q{(.
o

their environment

Multiple Skill T e
u tl p e I s A. Ideas or guesses based on

)

e 5. ecosystem 6. interact C. Something very
’/Sa, observations and evidence that interesting that captures
t

:ﬁ o ?Xp'um your attention.

] 4@ 4@@ something.

‘Dz

%‘, 7. theories 8. scarce D. They work fogether or | I A large area of land that
A

affect each other in some | has certain natural features,

way. like hills, rivers,
\. dﬂﬁfﬁa 1 dmﬁ { /\ | or forests.

)



The no prep printable
questions are

000

3 CHOICES: ART THEFT Z[ 3 CHOICES: ART THEFT

Circle the correct letter fo answer each question

Circle the correct letter to answer each question.

a8 police officers a public event. he museum possible? a public event

L What made the thieves’ entrance info A They knew the 8 Thay disguised thamashes] [[[ C. They entered during) What made the thieves' entre L Serrra— g (e vrm—r | g o—pr—
the museum possible? security guards.

2 Which piece of artwork is considered A The Concert by B. A painting by C. A sculpture by Which piece of artwork Is cc C. A sculpture by
one of the most valuable missing pleces? Johannes Vermeer: Manet Degas ne of the most valuable missin Degas

3. Why do some experts find the A The thieves stole ol v»-l" | B. The thieves left mm" | C. The thieves only Why do some experts find C. The thieves only

.
museun's most vauable |1} voluable paintings behind stole sculptures hieves' choloss puzzing? e d I I q n y shole sculptures.

Y What was the estimated total value of A $10 million 8. $250 million C. $500 million What was the estimated tfotc B $500 million
the stolen artwork? he stolen artwork?

thieves’ choices puzzling? bk

5. Why do the empty frames stillhangin || A They are part of a [[[[ 8 To remind visitors of [[[[c. Becouse the museu ha Why do thas emply Framess . Beoowss the museun ha
question! ==
. ans

6. What conclusion can be drawn about the A The security was B. The museum hod WWH | C The oa What conclusion can be drawn a!

recogrizad security measures ot the museum
known f the robbery?

security measures at the museum at the fime easily evaded by the advanced security
of the robbery? thieves. systems

autograph from rward with information about th autograph from
museum staff. rtwork? museum staff.

forward with information about the stolen museum tour.

7. What would likely motivate someone fo come A To receive a 8. To claim the $I0 C.To get an What would kely motivate some¢
million reward.

artwork?

& What dose Ta pasbage sigest about low: ||| A Lavwecomnet fes "" 8 Low enforcoment ml C Despte affote, the Wit hos Tha: posesge suggest uboi o I A Law enforcement has “" 8 Low saforcement C Dexpte offorte,the

recovered some of the cace remaing uncolved nforcement's ability o sove the cose? made ceveral arrests recovered come of the case remare uncolved

enforcement’s abiity fo solve the case? thade devered arcaste
related fo the case. stolen artwork with no sold leads. related fo the cose. stolen artwork. with no solid leads.
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other resources this

pairs well with:

Grab the 3-5 reading

room transformation
for additional passages!

DETECTIVE 45 %.%

Or, add in some math to your themed learning day!

DETECTIVEA | [DETECTIVE 4 | [DETECTIVE £
<<<<<< <<<<<< <<<<<<

\ “3RD GRADE
-, .MATH

o MEGA

I‘f?_f'lﬂl:g_ L2 When you purchase

CLASSROOM
TRANSFORMATIONS q M—eQM’
.- you save D07 off

the price of the

"""""" DES individual | B R

THEME GRADES 3- 5 INaiviaual resources! .

Add On Pack Bundlel


https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Detective-Room-Transformation-Mystery-Reading-Passages-Comprehension-Review-8400894
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Detective-Room-Transformation-Who-Done-it-3rd-Grade-Fractions-Math-Mystery-Game-3728671
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Detective-Room-Transformation-Who-Done-it-4th-Grade-Fractions-Math-Mystery-Game-4556245
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Detective-Room-Transformation-Who-Done-it-5th-Grade-Fractions-Math-Mystery-Game-7065346
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Classroom-Transformation-Room-Theme-Days-Reading-Comprehension-BUNDLE-8929194
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Comprehension-Passages-Theme-Days-Reading-Activities-Test-Prep-BUNDLE-9261802

classroom transformations
low prep, fun, and engaging!
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K- 5 MATH
& READING
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SHOPE
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grade readmg 2nd grqdeAreadlng GR 3 »5 readlng a3d-d5 _';e: g:: s alphabet Ietters
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/128142-1st-Grade-Math-Room-Transformations-370490
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/128142-4th-Grade-Math-Room-Transformations-361790
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/128142-5th-Grade-Math-Room-Transformations-___________________________-391088
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/11088-Alphabet-Reading-Room-Transformations-759302
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/11088-2nd-Grade-Reading-Room-Transformations-711679
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/128142-Kinder-Math-Room-Transformations-542516
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/11088-Reading-Transformations-3-5-Reading-Comprehension-415414
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/11088-3-5-Reading-Transformation-Add-On-Packs-______________________-416800
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/128142-2nd-Grade-Math-Room-Transformations-391087
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/11088-Kindergarten-Reading-Room-Transformations-711619
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/11088-1st-Grade-Reading-Room-Transformations-711618
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/128142-3rd-Grade-Math-Room-Transformations-319479

Please Note:

10 00 /00 /01 00 01 01 91 01 01 01 91 91 01 01 01 01 0101011

« This is not a stand-alone room transformation.

« There are no decorations included.

« There are 10 reading passages and activities
provided.

« The questions are editable. The passages are not.

« The digital version is provided in Google Slides.

« This Add on Pack aligns with my math & reading

classroom transformations.

 Let me know if you have ANY questions! You can

email me at lindsaythelifetimelearner@gmail.com



	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16

