MAKE LEARNING FUN!

10 high-interest passages & activities
themed to make learning engaging!
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HARRY HOUDINI

magicians of dll fime was Hungarian-born Erik Weisz
first. But he soon met a manager who
n fo improve when he changed
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L Why does Queansland have
strict laws about roblit
owner chig?

A Houdini was known s "the man who o

Houdin’s Water Torture Cell trick was

2 thing."
performed with his hands tied behind ) escape anything.
his back instead of his feet chained. ]‘ E

) Rebbits e dongercus o

rabbit owners do not
renew their licenses?
©) They have to Pay a fine,

b) They must leave Australia

transformations
e during your ELA block

¢ as partner/small

5) Tron fhee- 3
g Toan the cabit o perform | b) The rabist won oo yourg for
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early airplane pilet.

) Their rabbit must perform
in a magic show.

Houdini wos an instant success ond né

struggled early in his career F

THE TRICK THAT SHOCKED US

PC. Sorcar was an Indian magician known worldwide. One of his most famous tricks
was the Floating Lady, where he used | ion fo make a woman appear fo
float. A hidden metal rod held up his assistant while he waved a hoop around her. He just
didn't wave the hoop near the hidden rod It kept the secret rods unseen. Lighting, .

- ot ot i amesansbaiad ettt stosamat 1 |0 Mosicore are,the bect pot
angles, and distracti = **

- THE TRICK THAT SHOCKED US

he performed it live Match up each word with the correct definition by coloring each match a different color.

TV. His assistant, Dig . D.
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Viewers were d
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describos the ongong debate
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Houdini was best known for making
objects disappear rather than for '
escape octs.
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You can use this resource two ways:
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Use the reading passages to OR use these reading passages
supplement your Magician for students to enjoy during your
Room Transformation ELA block on a regular day

You don't have to do a room transformation to use this resource.

These 10 passages are no-prep and print & go.
Use them anytime during your ELA block!




HE CONTENT:

10 high-interest passages & activities
in 2 formats: hands-on & no prep!
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MAGICIANS WHO FOOLED SCIENTISTS : B ¢, MAGICIANS WHO FOOLED SCIENTISTS

MAIN IDEA:
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With this version, students read the passage. Or in this version, students read the passage.
Then, they complete a hands-on center Then, they complete the activity in worksheet
activity you can laminate and re-use for ~ form. This version is NO PREP and PRINT & GO!

years to come. Just as much fun as the hands-on centersl!



2 Versions of Every Passage
Included for Students

By )
MAGIC VS SCIENCE = A SPOOKY .. HOUSE?

Both magic tricks and science tricks create illusions (things that appear a certain Every neighborhood has a haunted house where kids dare each other fo go inside on

way, but aren't what they seem) that surprise people, but they work in different ways. Halloween. But in Hartford, Connecticut;, there is a house that isn't haunted. It's a trick. An

Magicians use trickery, while science uses physics and chemistry in the “tricks”. ] illusion is something that looks real but isn’t. This house is an illusion.

Magicians have been performing for centuries. They make impossible things seem In 1930, a magician named A Everett “Chick” Austin Jr. built the house to look like a
real. A famous example is Houdini’s Straitjacket Escape, where he freed himself while huge mansion. But it was not what it seemed. From the outside, it looked big and grand.
hanging upside down. Vanishing tricks make objects disappear by making the person But it was much smaller than people expected on the inside.
watching distracted. Levitating card tricks use invisible threads or magnets fo make a The house’s bricks made it look solid. In reality, most of it was just painted pine
card appear to float. These tricks do not use real magic, only clever skills. boards, not bricks. It was 90 feet wide but only I8 feet deep. All of the rooms were in a

Science tricks create cool effects, but they follow real science. Fireproof Money single row. Unlike normal houses with rooms behind each other, this house was only one

Tricks make it look like money is burning. When actudlly, the science uses a mix of water room thick. It was designed fo fool the eye like a magic trick.
Chick Austin was a magician and a member of the International Brotherhood of

and alcohol to make a coat on the money that prevents burning. “Oobleck” lets people

run on top of cornstarch and water because the liquid hardens under pressure. Magicians. He was proud of his home because it tricked people. Inside, it had a big

staircase, fancy furniture, and detailed carvings. Many people visited to take pictures and

Both magic and science tricks surprise people and make them question what they

e e P T
MAGIC VS SCIENCE

Both magic tricks and science tricks can create illusions that surprise and entertain people. While they may seem

A SPOOKY ... HOUSE?

Every neighborhood has a haunted house or two where kids dare each other to go inside on Halloween in October.

But in Hartford, Connecticut, there is a house that is not haunted. It is an illusion. An illusion is something that looks

[T

similar, they use different methods fo achieve their effects. Magicians rely on deception, misdirection, and sleight of

hand (quickly moving your hands), while science tricks use physics, chemistry, and optical illusions to create their real but is actudlly a trick It can fool your eyes or mind into seeing something that isn’t really there or is different
from what it seems.
In 1930, a magician named A. Everett “Chick” Austin Jr. built the house to look like a grand 16th-century Palladian

villa. However, the house was not what it seemed It looked like a full mansion from the outside. But inside, it was

results.

Magicians have performed for centuries and are pros at making the impossible seem real. One famous trick is
Houdini's Straitjacket Escape. He was able to free himself while hanging upside down. Another classic is the Vanishing
Ball This is where a ball seems to disappear from a magician’s hand, but it is actually inside the magician’s palm or much smaller than people expected
hidden up a sleeve or behind a similar color. The Zig-Zag Lady Illusion makes it look like a person is cut into three

pieces, but hidden compartments create the ilusion. David Copperfield’'s Statue of Liberty Disappearance trick used

The outside of the house is made of brick and stucco which makes it appear solid and grand. However, most of
it is actually painted pine boards. The house is 90 feet wide, but only I8 feet deep. This means there is only one row
carefully positioned spotlights and misdirection to make the landmark seem to vanish. Levitating Card Tricks use of rooms with no space behind them. Unlike normal homes, where rooms are connected in different layouts, this house

invisble threads or magnets to make a card appear to float in midair. There is no real magic actudlly occurring in any is only one room thick from front fo back It was designed to trick the eye so it appears larger than it actually is.

T

of these tricks This is like an an illusion in @ magic trick

Science tricks also create surprising effects, but they are based on real scientific principles. The “Floating” Sttt & Lt ! Sl Tt L R
Paperclip Trick works because of the way water’s surface holds things together (cdlled surface tension). This makes

it seem like a metal object is floating. Fireproof Money Tricks use a mix of water and dlcohol to let a dollar bill be set [ ] [ J [}

on fire without burning There are also science stunts that allow people to run on a pool of cornstarch and water DI e re n tl a te a n Ive
because the liquid hardens under pressure (also known as “oobleck”). The Pepper and Soap Trick makes pepper

spread away in water when you add dish soap because of the surface tension.

Despite their differences, both magic and science tricks can surprise a crowd and make people question reality.

Bath magic and science tricks use hidden forces to work. Some magic tricks even borrow from science, like using r e nt h
mirrors fo create illusions. Both science tricks and magicians’ tricks require good timing and careful planning to be
successful Often, they each need to be done multiple times repeatedly to be carried out correctly. Whether through
rsi best for th !
version pest 10 em.

Tz

trickery or science, both show that things aren't always what they seem THE LIFETIME LEARNER
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ABPPIT OWNERS PEWARE

land, Austrdlia, only magicians can legally own rabbits. The government has
Bwe to prevent rabbite from harming the environment. They believe if they let
one own a rabbit, 100 many rabbits may run away or be released info the wild and
wil start fo hurt the environment. Breaking the rules can result in a $45,500 fine.
Only 34 mogicians in the city are approved fo own rabbits. They must go through o
long process to prove they are professiond magicians. They must also submit an escape
plon of what they will do in case the rabbit gets loose. Fow people receive approval

'} WRSEETY Y GHWEISIVIRIRIOU WO S S
Name:

Why does Queensland have strict laws about rabbit
ownership?

a) Rabbits are dangerous fo people.

b) The government beleves rabbits could harm the
environment.

¢) Rabbits are too expensive to keep as pets.

d) Magicians requested a specid law for

rabbits.
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g or wizardry, dates back 4o Rl 2scorery of Witchsraft, was
publiched in 584

Bafore he died, Houdri mode o
sacrot code with his wife Bese
* During World Wior I1, Josper

What must mogicians do to legally own a rabbit in
Queensland?

a) Pay alarge fee and foke o test

b) Train their rabbit to perform tricks.

¢) Prove they are professional magicians and submit
an escape plon.

d) Buy their rabbit from a government-

approved pet store.

2.

In the 'th century, magic became llegal Magiciane were
punithed as witches By the 6th cenfury, mogic was seen as

fun, and rformed simple tricks.
i i Text Feature #1

ALL ABOUT MAGIC

Ghue each text feature where it belongs below.
Text Feature #2 Text Feature #3 Text Feature #4

Magicians create bigger tricks tke dsappearing objects
and levitation. Some famous magicians inckide Houdini, David @
Blaine, Siegfried and Roy, David Copper-field, and Doug Henning. 1 O

£ | £ | £

Text Feature #5

Text Feature #6 Text Feature #7 Text Feature #8
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"' 1 .34:30

Hands-On Center:
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Cut and paste each box where it belongs.
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Wy does Gusansiond hove 2 Whet st mageiana do to | 3 Why was # dfficut for Me. | 4 What happens if '@Y(,}
et lams abact rablot war Bt o got b roblet rbiit ownars do not

e ine?
o) Robbte wre dargerma o | o) Py o large fon ond tike @
. et
5) Tran ther rabbet 4o parform | £) The rabist wos tos yourg for

renew their licences?
a) They have to pay a fine
b They must leove Austrola
e srocedrn € They risk loang ther
. ) Mcrochpping it flegal cobbrt

Seo ewpeneve fo # | Ousendlond d) Thewr roblbet must perform
Koo 9% pote o ) Thers ware ro merochp n o mage thow
4) Mogoans requacted o spacia | d) Buy ther rabit from o doicen avolable
w for rabbits v rmant-opproved pot shere.

5. Which of the folowing is | 6 How dows e Put Industry | 7 What s the man dea of the | 8 Wheh statemant best
NOT o reason why the Association feel chout robbits ox > descrbes the ongang debate

L obout rabbets i Cusenslond?
et | b s
a) Robbits destroy crops
) Robbits couse sof aroscn.
©) Rabbits harm native

dang

©) They agree wih the. ©) Owning 6 robbit & too. mre paophe to ows ¢ obbete.
Cueendand goverrerant s wxparuive for most pecple ©) The Put Industry Assocton
decwon 4) The Pet Indntry Assacetion | som agrees with the govarrmast
d) Thay wont mageions ¥ stop s moking 4 eaver for people © | 4) Ousersiand hos bonved
g rablets n s can e magcans from ounng rabbite

Write A. 8. C. or D in each box. THE LIFETIME LEARNER
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- ALL ABOUT MAGIC

Glue each text feature where it belongs below.
Text Feature #1 Text Feature #2 Text Feature #3 Text Feature #4
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tcience tricks create illusions (things that appear a certain
t they seem) that surprise people, but they work in different ways.
iry, while science uses physics and chemistry in the "tricks”.
seen performing for centuries. They make impossible things seem
iple is Houdini’s Straitjacket Escape, where he freed himself while

Vanishing tricks make objects disappear by making the person

Levitating card tricks use invisible threads or magnets fo make a
t. These tricks do not use real magic, only clever skills.
reate cool effects, but they follow real science. Fireproof Money
ike money is burning. When actudlly, the science uses a mix of water
a coat on the money that prevents burning “Oobleck” lets people
tarch and water because the liquid hardens under pressure.
science tricks surprise people and make them question what they
=ks even borrow from science, like using mirrors to create illusions
dience. Both require timing, repeated practice, and lots of planning
k correctly. Whether through trickery or science, both prove that
; what they seem.
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Hands-On Center:

-ompare & Contrast

Science Tricks

Magic Tricks

co
o)

Both

Poof

Examples of these
tricks are “oobleck” or

“Fireproof money”.

&

B.

These fricks rely on
tricking the crowd by
distracting them

M ©

These tricks reqire
time and planning.

©

A.

These tricks follow

principles from nature

These tricks surprise
and amaze people.

Students sort the details where they belong by comparing and contrasting.

imazed

Dimbleby, suddenly ended the broadcast on TV.

f the most talked-about moments in television history

RTINS

RICK THAT SHOCKED US

as on Indian magician known workiwide. One of his most famous tricks
pating Lady, where he used gerial suspension fo make a woman appear to

BB, A hidden metal rod held up his assistant whie he waved o hoop around her. He just
idn't wave the hoop near the hidden rod It kept the secret rods unseen. Lighting,
ingles, and distracting the crowd made the ilusion look real and left the audience

However, it was his Sawing a Woman in Half trick that made him infamous. In 1956,
 performed it live on BBC felevision. It marked the first time magic had been done on
TV. His assistant, Dipty Dey, climbed into @ box. Sorcar appeared fo saw her in half. When
he screen showed what looked like her back separated from her body, the host, Richard

Viewers were distraught and worried. They feared Dipty Dey had been seriously
urt. The reaction from people watching was alarming Thousands of people sent
anicked cdlls o the BBC. Many believed Sorcar had committed a real crime. In truth, it
was just an ilusion, and Dey was unharmed. The host cut the broadcast on purpose to

make it seem even more real. To this day, Sorcar's shocking performance remains one

SRS

Hands-On Center:

aerial suspension

A person is held up by
hidden supports behind

2.

A trick that makes
something look redl, but it

len't.

=p °

infamous

Famous for
or shocking

Students put the two sides together to match
each question with the correct answer.

MAGIC VS SCIENCE

Reod soch letter and decide whare it bebonge. Write sach letter whare it belonge n the dog-om

Thase tricks require
tier ond plonrieg

A. @ B.

Exapies of thase
tricke are “ooblack” or | principles from nature
“frapeost money”

Thase tricks fellow

Thase fricks rely on
Hricking the crowd by
datrocting them

These fricks surprise

and amaze poogle

orrrertiaaaasaasaaaaanaananaat

These tricks ewolve
props ond hidden focls. | usion that tricks the

These tricks crecte on

haman aye

These tricks cen be
Funed by o mistcke

Exarrpios of theca
tricks

“tratiocket
eccapes or “lavtatng

corda biokgy

These tricks con be
explared theouch
chemitry physics, or [ right materiols and

Anryone can do thees
trick if they hove the

@E::*‘ @

These tricks are meont

fo seem impossble.

Nome
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THE TRICK THAT SHOCKED US

Match up each word with the correct definition by coloring each match a different color.

D.

How scmacna feels or
octs aftar tomething

happera

=

A trick thot makes
somethiog lock redh but
-t

Aparson s held g by
i [

l nfomous

reaction

F.

A show that s sent on TV
or rod for pacgie %o
walch o haor
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No Prep Printable Worksheet!

No Prep Printable Worksheet!
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MAGICIANS WHO FOOLED SCIENTISTS

Seme mogeians have performad tricks e convincing that ccantiets couldn't explan
theen They uted dever tricks on the brom, ond dutraction 1o make things seem redl

O farous cae wos Jeon Eugéne Robart-Houdn He was o th-century mageian He
parformed The Light and Heavy Chest, whare a smal bex became mpossble to 111
Sciantists loter ducovered ha uted hidden eiectromagrafs 1o control the weight undar the
bos. Ancthar trick. The Sulet Catch mode it look ke he stopped a bulet with Na bare hande.
Ha s of scince ond mage made him one of hatory's grestest fusonits

In the 70 Ui Geller clamad 1o have peychic powers (contral things with his mind) He
aid he codd bend sposne, shop clocks. and read minds Seme sciertists beleved hm, but
magcion Jomes Randi proved Uri was usng hand tricks and detractions which are moge
tricks. Jomes Rondh chawed that epoon bendng was done by cecretly applyng pressure

docrs cossd, inetruments played, ghostly hands appeared, and srangs noues flled the ar. i}
Sciantiats thought they had real powers, but the brothers used hdden assetorts. secret Bl
compartmants, and quick hand movemants. People later cought them by cpening the ccbinet
oarly or noticing they orly per formed i complete dorkness Dot beleve everything you
0 A DR B

Rord wormad that weon bandeg

Y0, w0 dore by scratly spsiyry
Qo presssrs ond dock shopprg
o o ol treh

A SPOOKY .. HOUSE?

Every neighborhood has o haunted house where kids dare each other to go inside on
loween. But in Hartford, Connecticut, there is a house that isn't hounted. It's a trickiiill
This house is an ilusion.
In 1930, a magician named A Everett “Chick” Austin Jr. buit the house to lock ke o
wge mans.on Buf if wos nat what it seemed From the outsids,  looked big and grond. | @
But it was much smaller than people expected on the neide ©_Color the anwwer gt bloe

I 1 o: 90 feet wide but only B feet deep. MBEHhRGOMEWarRIRG]
engle row. Unlke normal houses with roome behind each other, th house was orly one

FESMANER It was designed fo fool the eye lke a magic trick
Chick Austin was @ magician and a member of the International Brotherhood of
ogcios. N RSERR [--<.. ! o o bs
ircase, fancy furniture, ond detaled carvings. Many people visited fo toke pictures and
see how unusuol it was. The neighbors, however, didn't like if. Ther houses looked normal.
They thought his house was too strange and didn't fit in with the neighborhood. L E Color the sentence that

C i what the neighbors’
o ilon is of the house.

Find and color the part of

Today, the Austin House Is a National Hitoric Landmark and part of the Wodsworth Sicaitise by sy sosila

Athenaum Act Museum. It is not hounted but is one of the most inferesting places fo visit visited the house.

A s
Hands-On Center: Saly

4. Color the ancwer yelow

Students use the coloring task card questions to
color in answers in the text.

TLRELLLELPL BTN
o MAGICIANS WHO FOOLED SCIENTISTS

hvel Each moin idea hos 4 supperting detols. Color each deted bex the correct clor.
o
RED A

Mo Ldea Ha combined smece
o ond mogs techwiges
%. Yo mobe Busern.

e et Catoh

D.

5]
/
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A SPOOKY .. HOUSE?

Every neighborhood hos o haunted house where kids dare each other to go inside on
aloween. But In Hartford, Connecticut, there is o house that isn't hounted. It's o frickfili]
This house is an illusion.
In H30, o magicion nomed A Everett “Chick™ Austin Jr. bult the house to look like o
uge monson But It was nt what f seemed. From the cuteide, flooked big and grond.
But it was much emaller: than people sxpected on the neide

I [ v o: 90 feet wide but only 18 feet deep. NEGEERAFGCmE WSS INE
single row. Unlke normal houses with rooms behind each other, this house was only one

FESMEHER. It wos designed fo fool the eye lke o magic frick

Chick Austin was a magician and a member of the International Brotherhood of
Moo, SRR 1< . * hod o b
taircase, foncy furniture, and detailed carvings. Many people visited fo toke pictures and

how unusual it was The neighbors, however, didn't lke it. Their houses looked normal.
They thought hs house was too strange and didn't fit in with the neighborhood.

Today, the Austin House is a National Historic Landmark and part of the Wodsworth
Afheneum Art Museum. It is not haunted but is one of the most interesting places to visit

T

No Prep Printable Worksheet!




p‘rfom\vdonTVhLmV-gu and all over
People love his magic. He dlso tells stories in
emotions fo make them even better. His mix
storytelling has mode him very successful

Description|

Name:

DAVID COPPERFIELD PARAGRAPHS

SLELLLEBLL LBV VYY)

| Tet Structure Ued _D@SCription

Hints From the Text to Show Proof’

“famous magician,” “big tricks and exciting shows,” “he has performed on TV, in Las
Vegas, and all over the world,” "he also tells stories,” “mix of magic and storytelling”

David Copperfield made the Statue of Liberty disappear
@)mmm importance of freedom He raised a big

sheet fo cover the statue. When he lowered if, the statue

2. Test Structure Used

Hints From the Text fo Show Proof.

3. Text Struchure Used

was gone, shocking the crowd A helicopter- ]

believed the trick was real. Later, he made i

the space fo prove it was gone. People watch| |

As a result, people were reminded not to takq®

Coute)

and Effect

Hints From the Text fo Show Proof:

Y. Text Structure Used

Hints From the Text fo Show Proof:

escaped in o helicopter and used darkness fo hd
thought it was over, he reappeared in a police

David Copperfield's escape from Alcatraz was full of challenges|
he had fo solve. He was locked in a prison, wearing @
straightjocket, with o bomb about fo go off. First, he freed
himself from the straghtiocket. Then, he used ca

lock. To distract the guard dogs. he made a cat 4

5, Toxt Struchwrs Used

Hints From the Text fo Show Proof:

Write the fype of text structure used in each box ond any clues that helped you figure if out.

atches. Thcy think the trick is over, but they have no idea what's coming next. Slowly, I
pen my mouth. I concentrate on using every muscle in
arning, I bring the frog back up. It is not hurt and olivi
as the room erupts in shock. I see wide eyes and open n
they are unsure if what they saw was real. Did I really.
appear? They search for answers, but I have none ta

Passage 2:

Magician David Blaine shocked audiences by swallow
back up unharmed. He performed this stunt in front of
happelle, and Stephen Curry. The room was excited as
then swallowed the frog in front of the stunned crowd.
as gone. But Blaine remained colm Then, he opened hig
back up. It hopped onto his hand which proved it was res
ere in disbelief and others loughed. “That's real magic;

seemed impossible. It was just ancther stunt in Blaine's

T

DAVID COPPERFIELD PARAGRAPHS

Docide whot taxt struchure sach paragroph folls usder Wrte fhe correct one 1 soch box. s the werd bank below

p..o.\...h.....‘ Ha dho tolk storine
i ate, waing amotions fo make tham wwn
battar »-n--l-,-.d-vmbq-.
made b "

Descrtion

ecx Yo thow the mper avca
of fraedom te rosed o bg dheet 1o comr

4 | the cate. When he lowered i, the statun

ot gene, Baching the crowd A batcopter
Flaw theowgh the apace fo prove t was

germ Pusgle wotchng ot home bebaved the
ah o  respper

3 Dovid Copperfid's ascape frem Alatrar
wan ful o chaferas ha hod fo schve He

wat lsckad 1 3 prisn, weareg &
st aghtjacket, with o bomd abaut % go off
Firet ho fraed hmes from the

st oghtjosket Than, he weed cone to pick

Problem and soition

1D~‘C¢n~dda~n¢n~«dn-

catchng trichs Fren with ther &/ anc
bt chnged he workd of mages
Compore and controut

5 Thw fust fue Copparfnd flaw wae m o
PRI TV spwcsd e <l tod by holdng 3 white
rd Thar he

WORD PANK:

ground Ve floated thvough hoeps % prove
Hhare ware 10 efrings hokdng bem «p. Faspie
wondered how he ctaped 1 e ar Vihide
Holdeg Out fov o Hers pleyed. e st 1 the or-
8 1 an on vble dhaw. Than, e flaated
Through @other hoop and flew over the Grand
Carpon The crowd chaared and degped o fhe
e they ware amated by what fhey s

Sequercing

O Compare and contrast

OCause and effact

QChronological
order/sequence of events

QDescription

OProblem and solution

Nome:

THE LIFETIME LEARNER

TRLLELLLEL LAY

DAVID PLAINE ATE.. WHAT?

\. He swallows a live frog and then brings it back up unharmed.

Wirits the answer on
Your recording dheat,

Write the answers fo the questions in each box in complete sentences.

THE LIFETIME LEARNER

Nome:

DAVID PLAINE ATE.. WHAT?

What trick doas the magcion perform in both passages?

| He swallows o live frog and then brings it bock up unharmed

What reaction did the crowd have in both passoges?

2 The crowd was shocked, gaspad. and some backed away or laughed in disbelef.

What made the trick ceem impossible?

3 The frog was swalowed and then brought bock up alive, making people quastion how 1t was done

Which passage helps the reader fel more connected fo the magicion, and why?

! Possage | heipe the reader feel mare connected bacouse it is written i first-person, allowng readers to
experiance the mageians nerves, focus, and excitement firsthand

How doa the pont of view in Pacsage 2 change fhe way the story s fold?

5 It deccribes Blane's octions from fhe outeide rather than showing his thoughts and emations

What s revedled in Passage 2 that wes et sad in Passage P
6. Passoge 2 reveds that Dovd Blane parformed the trick in front of celsbrities tke Drake, Dave Chappele, and
Stephan Curry. which s not mentioned in Paseoge |

THE LIFETIME LEARNER

Write the answers fo the questions in each box in complete senfences.




busy with acting.

Hands-On Cenl:er:-l

Students put the puzzle pieces in chronological order.

OR MAKES SOME MAGIC

%ome actors can do magic? Neil Patrick Harris is known for his acting
arred in A Series of Unfortunate Events, The Smurfs Movie, and Cloudy
@ Chance of Meatballs He was also a voice actor in Penguins of Madagascar:
But Harris has also always love

erdvuted e o o #f AN ACTOR MAKES SOME MAGIC PUZZLE MAT
goal to join the Magic Castle. It's a
member has to cudition fo get in §
member. He spent years learning ff

Place the puzzle pieces in order here on the mat.

A

A. Over time, he

and helped fo

got batter, he became a regular mi

Event |

Evert2 | Event3

Event 4 run the chub

board of directors and helped run
@ huge honor for any magician U

magic performances. He always md

Harris is not just @ mogician ant
he Magic Misfits. It's a story abo|
he book became so popular that §

B. Neil Patrick Harris |E- He visited a magic F. He ouditioned and
developed an interest [shop to learn basic  was accepted as o

in mogic as a chid.  [tricks

lunior member.

B

more impressive: his acting or his if

Event §

Event 6 Event 7

Event 8 '

D. He continued

regular

Bl |-

ualy wasrt very popular at firet. But he so0n met @ manoger who
more successful in 189 He career began fo improve when he changed

Bude wos Inferected In mage and performing from a young age. Growing u, he
Tworked odd jobs, including as o locksmith~a skil that later helped him in his escape acts. He
et parformed with his brother Dosh before meeting e wife, Bess, at Coney Isknd, who
became his new partner In oddtion o being o magician, Houdns oppeared in movies and wos
dso on early arplone pilot

With help from his manoger, Martin Beck, Houdii focused on escope acts. He freed
himself from ropes, handeuffs. and straightiockets He bacame even more famous affer

One of his best tricks wos The Woter Torfure Coll He was lowered nfo a glass fark
th his foet choined. A curtain covered him, but he dways sscoped Anather frick was The
i o River. Hondouffed and locked in o crate with leg irone, he wae dropped info the
tor with 200 pounds of lead He escoped in under & minute, leaving the handeuffs nside.
Known ot the man who coud escape anything, Houdl amazed crowds He died n 1926 n
Detroit, Michigan from appendicitic His impact on magic wil never be forgotten

A

# TRUE v §FALSEx

Houdini was known as “the man who coud B,
escape onything” =

Houdni's Woter Torture Colltrick wos A\,

performed with his hands tied behind (
his bock instead of his feet chained . [

Hands-On Center:

Houdi's Final escope frick was brecking D,

but of Scotland Yard's jod in 1926. Oy

THE LIFETIME LEARNER

Houdri was an instont success and never E,
struggled early in his career ™y

Houdnis career improved ofter meetng F,
his manoger in 1890

Houdini was best known for moking
objects disappear rather than for
escape acte

One of his fomous tricks involved escoping H.
from alocked crate dropped oo (

river. 1

Houdei first performed with hie brother |,
Dosh befors teaming up with his wife, (7O
Boss. I

His manoger, Martin Beck, fought him how  J,
fo escape from ropes and handeuffs

Students decide if each card is true or false.

earned a spot on the
board of directors

C. He later wrote The
Mogic Misfifs, a book
series about kids who

improving his mogic
skills and became a

TLLELLLBEB LBV

AN ACTOR MAKES SOME MAGIC

Firsh, read the passoge. Then, put the events in order below from #l o 8 by writing a number

earned o spot on the | developed an inferest
board of directors

and helped to
rinfide g @

in mogic as a chid

at the fop of each box. Put a #l in the box that comes Féand a 8 In the box omes last
A Over time, he B. Neil Patrick Harris | C. He later wrote 7he | D. He continued

Magic Misfits, a book
series about kids who

[ Q

improving his magic
skills ond became o

rogular
i g

— A

=)

shop to learn basic was occepted as o

tricks. Jjunior member.

g &

E.He vistted a mogic | F. He auditioned and | G. Eventually, he H. As he got better,

become the president
of the Mogic Castle.

Y

he set a godl fo join
the Magic Costle, a

club for magici
Lo i ()
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No Prep Printable Worksheet!

CLLLLLLLLLLLLL LRV EV LRV VRV VRV EEEEY)

Put o T for true or an

~ HARRY HOUDINI

F for false in each box

Houdni's Woter Torture Colltrick was A,
performed with his hands tied behind
his back instead of hic feet chained

Houdini was known as "the man who coud B,
)| eecape anything* >

Houdini was Involved in movies ond was an C,
oarly airplane plot. <

Houdini's final escape frick was breaking [,

)| ot of Scotland Yard's jail in 26, F D'

Houdini was an instnt euccess and never  E,

strugged early in his career. F

his manager in 891

Houdini's career Improved after meeting |:

T

Houdini was best known for making G.
objects disappear rather thon for F

escape acts

river

One of his famous tricks involved escoping H,

‘frmnulockodua’ldroppodhﬂuuT \

Houdii First performed with his brother |,

Dash before teaming up with his wife, T
Boss.

His manoger, Martin Beck, fought him how J,
1o escape from ropes and handouffs. F )

THE LIFETIME LEARNER

No Prep Printable Worksheet!
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Mame:

Text Feature #1

ALL ABOUT MAGIC

Glue each text feature where it belongs below.

Text Feature #2 Text Feature #3 Text Feature #4

£

£

£

£

Text Feature #5

Text Feature #6

Text Feature #7 Text Feature #8

£

£

&

[

' p=2
subtitle
D

-

o
»
[=3
£

[
' P=2
italics
e =3
-

=Y
'Y o
timeline
o (=3
£

[
'% o
bulleted list
=y (=3
£

o
'Y o
illustration
(=8 (=3
£3

(=
'Y =3
text box
=y (=Y
£
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Text Feature #1

ALL ABOUT MAGIC

Glue each text feature where it belongs below.

Text Feature #2 Text Feature #3 Text Feature #4

D@z

D@:

D@:

D@

Text Feature #5

Text Feature #6

Text Feature #7

Text Feature #8

=]
% o
subtitle
o =3
¥

[=d
% [=2
itdlics
= =2
.

=g
% =2
bulleted list
=3 =3
.

2
' (=2
illustration
o =8
-

[=d
' 2
text box
=3 =2
.

Print & Go

Choose the format

that works best for you!

Google Slides




HOW TO USE THIS:

 pick and choose the
centers you want to use:
do what works best for
your class!

¢ give less than |0 centers
to students if you are
short on time

Y give S+Uden+s -l-he whole T

MAGICIANS WHO FOOLED SCIENTISTS
Some magicians have performed tricks so convincing that scientists couldn't explain

d ay +O CcO mp I e +e (o | " |O em. They used clever tricks on the brain, and distraction fo make things seem redl.

One famous case was Jean Eugéne Robert-Houdin He was a Idth-century magicion. He
rformed The Light and Heavy Chest, where a small box became impossible o kf.

ce n'l'e r‘s/a C'i' iv i'l'i e s O R lentists later discovered he used hidden electromagnets to control the weight under the

x. Ancther trick, The Bullet Catch, made it look like he stopped a bullet with his bare hands.

MAIN IDEA:

s mix of science and magic made him one of history’s greatest ilusionists. Uri Geller fooled

Spreqd +he room In the 19705, Uri Geller claimed to have psychic powers (control things with his mind). He % psople info believing he

id he could bend spoons, stop clocks, and read minds. Some scientists believed him, but
ician James Randi proved Uri was using hand tricks and distractions which are magic had psychic powers.

transformation out over sty o e

The Davenport Brothers, magicians in the 100, tricked peaple info thinking they could 3
| .F d k o spirits. They performed incide a wooden box where they were ted up. But when the ¥,
a couple o ays ore cosed, inetruments played, ghostly hands cppeared, and shrange noises fled the or: §

lentists thought they had redl powers, but the brothers used hidden assistants, secret

E. g
Mogician Jomes Randi exposed When the doors closed,
/7N He combined sclence and magic ° him, proving he used sleight ingtruments played. hands|
& g Sockniques o make sons & ? of hond and misdrrection epizered.ad alronge

more realistic

mpartments, and quick hand movements. Paople later caught them by opening the cabinet

L4 u se +he h a nd S- on ce nfe rs rly o noticing they only performed in complete darkness. Don't believe everything you ceel

et

during your room : —

= His Bule? Catch trick made it ® was done by secretly opplying cabinet early or noticing
Qo

Ike stoge magicians. o) nolses were heard.

o looklke he caught  bulet prescure and clock stopping they only performed in

transformation and the i
no-prep printables as a
review during your
reading block

wos Just o simple frick. complate darkness.




What Skills are Included?

Nonfiction Skills:

o Text Evidence
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Main Idea and
Supporting Details
Context Clues
Sequencing

Text Structures
Compare & Contrast
Text Features

Point of View
Review Pages

00000 O

MAGICIANS WHO FOOLED SCIENTISTS

Some magicians have performed tricks so convincing that scientists couldn't explain
them. They used clever tricks on the brain, and distraction to make things seem real.

One famous case was Jean Eugéne Robert-Houdin. He was a |9th-century magician. He

[ FETEATEAT T

MAGICIANS WHO FOOLED SCIENTISTS

Each main idea has 4 supporting details. Color each detail box the correct color:

His Bullet Catch
trick made it
look like

Jean Eugéne Robert- o instruments played, hands

Houdin amazed * : 3 . *

L RN

DAVID PLAINE ATE.. WHAT?

Passage |:
I take a deep breath My stomach is calm, and my mind is focused. The crowd

watches. They think the trick is over, but they have no idea what's coming next. Slowly, T

open my mouth. I concentrate on using every muscle in my throat. Then, without

Name: DAVID PLAINE ATE.. WHAT?

|. What trick does the magician perform in both passages?

2. What reaction did the crowd have in both passages?

3. What made the trick seem impossible?

Y, Which passage helps the reader feel more connected to the magician, and why?

5. How does the point of view in Passage 2 change the way the story is told?




The no prep printable
questions are

Name:

RAPRIT OWNERS PEWARE

L Why does Queendland have
strict lows obout rabbit
ownershg?

o) Rabbits ore dangerous fo
pecple

5) The governmant b

rabbits could harm the
anvironmart

) Rabbits are foo expensive to
keep ac pete

d) Mageians requested a specidl

low for rabbits

2 What must mageians do fo
legdlly own o rabbit in
Queensiand?

) Pay a large fee and foke o
tost

b) Tran their rabbit fo perform

<) Prove they are professiondl
mogicians and swbmi an escape
plon

d) Buy ther rabbit from a

government-opproved pet store.

3. Why woe it dfficult for Mr
Beitt fo gat his rabbit
microchipped?

) He hod to bring in  vet from
the UK.

b) The rabbit was #oo young for
the procedure

<) Mcrochpping ic flegal in
Queeneland

d) There were no microchip

devices avalloble.

4 What happens if %

rabbit owners do not

renew their licenses?

a) They have to pay a fine.
b) They must leave Australa
¢) They risk losing their
rabbit

d) Their rabbit must perform
in @ magic show

S. Which of the following is
NOT a reason why the
government opposes rabbit
ownerchp?

) Rabbits destroy crops.
b) Rabbits couse sol erosion
<) Rabbits harm native
animals.

d) Rabbits attack people.

6. How does the Pet Industry
Association fael about rabbits os
pets?

) Thay think robbits ore foo
dangerous

b) Thay beleve rabbits are great
petc because they bond well with
pecple.

) They ogree with the
Queensiand government's
decision

d) They want mogicians fo ehop

uting rabbite in chowa

7. What is the main idea of the
passage?

) Quoencland only allows
mogicians %o own rabbits due fo
concerns dbout environmentdl
damoge

b) Mogicions are the best pet
owners for rabbits.

) Owning a rabbit & foo
expensive for most people.

d) The Pet Industry Association
s making It easer for people fo
own rabbits

8. Which statement best
describes the ongong debate
about rabbits in Queenslond?

o) The government refuses fo
change the law, whia same
people argue rabbits moke great
pete

b) The low is changing, dliowing
more people fo own rabbite

¢) The Pet Induetry Association
row agrees with the government
d) Queersiond hoe bonned

mogcians from owning rabbite

Write A, B. C, or D in each box.
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|0 Pre-Made

Centers

Print & Go

Name:

RAPRIT OWNERS PEWARE

L Why doee Queensland have
strict laws about rabbit
ownershig?

o) Rabbits are dangerous fo
poaple.

b) The government beleves
rabbits could harm the
environmart

<) Rabbits are oo expensive fo
keop a pete

d) Mogiians requested a special
low for robbits

2 What must mogeians do fo
legaly own a rabbit in
Quegnslond?

o)f

3. Why woe it dfficult for Me
Britt fo get his robbit
microcheped?

edit any

5. Which of the following is
NOT a reason why the
government opposes rabbit
ownerchip?

a) Rabbits destroy crope
b) Rabbits cause soll erosion
<) Robbits harm native
animals.

d) Rabbits attack people.

questionl!

Que

decison

d) They want mogicians to stop
weing rabbits in shows.

d) I he Pet Industry Associotion
s moking it easer for pecple to
own rabbite

4 What happens if

robbit owners do not
) their lcanses?
sy have to pay a fine
ay must leave Australia
sy risk losing therr

wir rabbit must perform
agic show.

=h statement best
>es the angoing debate
rabbits in Queensland?
governmant refuses to
) the law, whie some

argue rabbits moke great

law & changing. dlowing

seople fo own robbite

Pet Industry Association
now ogrees with the government
d) Queerslond has banned

mogcians from owning rabbits

Write A, B, C. or D in each box

Centers:

Editable Version
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|0 Pre-Made




other resources this

pairs well with:

Grab the 3-5 reading

room transformation

. . I
for additional passages| Or, add in some math to your themed learning day!

MAGICIAN #3988 (MAGICIAN il (MAGICIAN
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GRADESE% 5 | = \ 5TH GRA:DE
l / READINGH epiragle ™ |/, MATH l \ . MATH_

reading GE VY you purchase
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CLASSROOM
TRANSFORMATIONS a Mega Bundle,

AT S e TRCUS 298] [SPACE 20 T3 s o] I ] [cOFFEE ] [REATIOR,
o e 507, of f
o= e S 4
the price of the

e “ -
individual resources! MEKIl B3
Add On Pack Bundlel
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{,HA%E. GRADES 3-5



https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Classroom-Transformation-Room-Theme-Days-Reading-Comprehension-BUNDLE-8929194
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Comprehension-Passages-Theme-Days-Reading-Activities-Test-Prep-BUNDLE-9261802
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Compare-and-Contrast-Passages-Reading-Comprehension-Magician-Theme-Day-Test-Prep-8920587
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/3rd-Grade-Multiplication-Division-Missing-Factors-Magician-Room-Transformation-4095857
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Convert-Mixed-Numbers-and-Improper-Fractions-4th-Grade-Magician-Theme-Day-4558803
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/5th-Grade-Place-Value-Decimals-Math-Room-Transformation-Magician-Theme-Day-4750998

classroom transformations
low prep, fun, and engaging!

3rd grade math !
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/128142-1st-Grade-Math-Room-Transformations-370490
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/128142-4th-Grade-Math-Room-Transformations-361790
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/128142-5th-Grade-Math-Room-Transformations-___________________________-391088
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/11088-Alphabet-Reading-Room-Transformations-759302
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/11088-2nd-Grade-Reading-Room-Transformations-711679
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/128142-Kinder-Math-Room-Transformations-542516
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/11088-Reading-Transformations-3-5-Reading-Comprehension-415414
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/11088-3-5-Reading-Transformation-Add-On-Packs-______________________-416800
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/128142-2nd-Grade-Math-Room-Transformations-391087
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/11088-Kindergarten-Reading-Room-Transformations-711619
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/11088-1st-Grade-Reading-Room-Transformations-711618
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/128142-3rd-Grade-Math-Room-Transformations-319479

Please Note:

00000000

« This is not a stand-alone room transformation.

« There are no decorations included.

 There are 10 reading passages and activities
provided.

« The questions are editable. The passages are not.

« The digital version is provided in Google Slides.

« This Add on Pack aligns with my math & reading

classroom transformations.

« Let me know if you have ANY questions! You can

email me at lindsaythelifetimelearner@gmail.com
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