AKE LEARNING FUN!

10 high-interest passages & activities
themed to make learning engaging!
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HIRING A DJ

DJs, or disc jockeys, are an important part of parties. Their purpose is to play music
fits the mood of the event, helping to create an enjoyable environment for guests. From
ings fo corporate events, DJs change their music selection fo suit audiences.
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You can use this resource two ways:
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Use the reading passages to OR use these reading passages
supplement your Party for students to enjoy during your
Room Transformation ELA block on a regular day

You don't have to do a room transformation to use this resource.

These 10 passages are no-prep and print & go.
Use them anytime during your ELA block!




HE CONTENT

10 high-interest passages & activities
in 2 formats: hands-on & no prep!
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HISTORY OF THE CUPCAKE

The history of the cupcake (a single portion of flour, sugar, and flavorings) is a very
interesting story. The first evidence of baking dates back to ancient Egyptian times in 2600
BC. But it wasn't until the [3th century that cakes were mentioned by name. At first, cakes
were more dense and made with fruit or gingerbread. The first cake with a round shape

and icing came in the mid-I7th century. It was made with dependable ovens and food molds.

The history of the cupcake continued in I796. Amelia Simmons mentioned “a cake baked in Accardng fo the tralne and 7 According o fha fmelns, e
o information in the text, what what hoppened first in boking bl
small cups” in her cookbook, American Cookery: Then, in 1828, Eliza Leslie pyblichad . According to the timeline and The first heppened in Egypt in 2600 BC? hietory? "“'N:i*
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Around 199, Hostess created the “snack cake,” and cupcakes in shops wer - - happened in Egypt in 2600 BC? fried. ot e | 2" cantury e e B3
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With this version, students read the passage. Or in this version, students read the passage.
Then, they complete a hands-on center Then, they complete the activity in worksheet

activity you can laminate and re-use for  form. This version is NO PREP and PRINT & GOl
years to come. Just as much fun as the hands-on centersl



2 Versions of Every Passage
Included for Students
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ALL APOUT CAKES PIRTHDAY PARTIES

Even though the countries of Mexico and the United States border each other, there
are differences in how they celebrate birthdays. In the USA, the guest of honor celebrates

Cakes are one of the most popular desserts and come in many varieties. Some cakes are light

and fluffy, while others are dense and rich. Many cakes are frosted with layers of buttercream.

Cakes dlso vary by flavor: vanilla, chocolate, lemon, and red velvet are examples. Cakes share a their special day surrounded by friends and family. The home is decorated with balloons,

omimon purpose: to satisfy a sweet footh and add joy o our celebrations. streamers, and party hats. Food is important; with popular choices including pizza, barbecue,
Baking a cake can be simple or complex. To bake a basic cake, you first mix all ingredients and other finger foods. A birthday cake is topped with candles showing the birthday
gether. Next, the batter is poured in a pan and placed in an oven. Once baked and cooled, you can person’s age. The birthday girl or boy makes a wish before blowing out the candles.
dd decorations. However, more elegant cakes involve intricate layers, fillings, and designs. Meanwhile, the guests sing the “Happy Birthday” song. In Americaq, turning “Sweet 16” is a
There’s also a debate about whether homemade cakes are better than store-bought ones. Some big deal. It marks a young person’s transition to adulthood and is celebrated with big
rgue homemade cakes are fresher, made with better ingredients, and can be adapted for specific parties. It's also the year many teenagers are able fo start driving.
astes. On the other hand, store-bought cakes are convenient; high-quality, and more decorative. Both In contrast, birthdays in Mexico are celebrated with fiestas that reflect the country’s

yiunof pakes have: Hiwwsdvarntoges. civl drawhacks: cultural heritage. Traditional foods, such as tacos and other Mexican dishes, are served to

Baki k ith problems. One of th + i i ke that 't ri
Fiahas il et sl el o e family and friends. A unique and exciting aspect of Mexican parties is a pifiata. It is made

out of paper maché and filled with candies. The child is blindfolded and armed with a bat.

E=| They attempt fo break the pifiata so candy can spill out for guests. Another tradition is the

I
PIRTHDAY PARTIES

Different cultures celebrate birthdays in unique ways around the world. Even though the countries of Mexico

roperly, resulting in a flat dessert. This happens if the batter is overmixed or the baking powder is

old. Another problem is cakes can dry out or burn if they are overbaked. To avoid this, bakers can

I ]
ALL APOUT CAKES

Cakes are one of the most popular desserts around the world. They come in many different varieties. Some

cakes are light and fluffy like angel food cake, while others are dense and rich such as pound cake. Many cakes are and the United States are neighbors, there are differences in how they enjoy birthdays. In the United States, the

frosted with layers of buttercream or fondant. Some cakes are left plain or dusted with powdered sugar. Cakes also guest of honor celebrates their special day surrounded by friends and family. The home is often decorated with

vary by flavor: vanilla, chocolate, lemon, and red velvet are a few examples. Despite these differences, cakes all share balloons, streamers, and party hats. Food plays a central role in these celebrations, with popular choices including

a common purpose: to satisfy a sweet tooth and add joy to celebrations. pizza, barbecue, and other finger foods that are easy to enjoy. A birthday cake is typically the centerpiece, topped

Baking a cake can be a simple or complex process. It depends on the type of cake. To bake a basic cake, you with candles representing the birthday person’s age. After everyone gathers around the cake, the birthday girl or

start by mixing all ingredients together. Next, the batter is poured into a pan and placed in an oven. Once baked and boy makes a wish before blowing out the candles. Meanwhile, the guests sing the traditional “Happy Birthday” song. In

cooled, you can add frosting or decorations. However, more elaborate cakes, like wedding cakes, involve intricate America, turning “Sweet 16" is a big deal. It marks a young person’s transition into adulthood and is celebrated with
layers, fillings, and designs. The steps in baking a cake must be followed in order to for the cake to turn out properly. big parties. It’s also the year many teenagers are able fo start driving.
In the world of baking, there’s a constant debate about whether homemade cakes are better than store-bought In contrast, birthdays in Mexico are celebrated with vibrant fiestas that reflect the country’s rich cultural

ones. Some argue that homemade cakes are fresher, made with better ingredients, and can be personalized for heritage. Traditional foods, such as tacos and other delicious Mexican dishes, are served fo family and friends. A

(R OTRTOT AR
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specific tastes. On the other hand, store-bought cakes are convenient, consistently high-quality, and often more

unique and exciting aspect of Mexican childhood birthday parties is the presence of a pifiata. It is typically made out

o Len P— L L e

decorative. Both types of cakes have their advantages and drawbacks. The choice depends on personal preference,
time constraints, and skill level in the kitchen.
Baking cakes can come with problems though. One of the most common issues is a cake that doesn't rise (2] [ J [ ]
properly, resulting in a flat dessert. This can happen if the batter is overmixed or if the baking powder is old and D I e re n tl a te a n lve
ineffective. Another problem is cakes can dry out or burn if they are baked too long. To avoid these issues, bakers
can check the cake with a toothpick and adjust the oven temperature. By understanding these common problems,
bakers can come up with solutions fo make sure their cakes turn out perfectly.
The history of cakes is interesting too. In ancient times, cakes were much simpler and more like bread. They o r st d e nts th e
were sweetened with honey. Over time, people discovered that adding eggs, butter, and sugar improved both the y u u
texture and flavor of cakes. By the 9th century, the invention of baking powder allowed cakes to rise more easily.

This led to the creation of lighter, fluffier cakes. Today, cakes have evolved into well-known, worldwide desserts.

AT R vers i on be st fo r t h em !
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Main Idea Sort

Main Idea #1 Main Idea #2

Main Idea #3

The importance of a DT's The equipment ond The inferaction batween DJs
music salection fechnology used by DJ and guests/avent planners.

SLELLLLBLL LBV VYY)
HIRING A DJ: MAIN IDEA SORT

O

HIRING A DJ

Color each supparting datalthe same cclor os the main idea it goe:
DJs, or disc jockays, are an important part of parties. Their purpose s o play music T ~ = )
at fits the mood of the event, helping to create on enjoyable environment for guests. From '?'Mv I"l e 4 i A e »
eddings fo corporate events, DJs change ther music selection fo sutt audiences. /Y — S ... 0 (D e
First, they need the ability fo read the crowd and create the perfect playlist. DJs can ©) ik ?:rm;qdumrn"s -
adjust the music to fit how people feel They may start with slower songs during dinner fo </( @ )D S5 i Mt
let people chat, and then change fo mare upbeat tracks as the night continues. DJs have WA e —
huge music lbraries that alow them fo play many songs. They make sure ol guests feel =) F.
inchuded. Addtionaly, DJs can foke requests. This makes guests feel more involved.
IDJs also use equpment and technology fo enhance the experience. They use furnfabl 3953 E. ’?&f‘? B. avent plonnars o
xers, and digital audio software o blend fracks fogether. This skill keeps the energy high 194 LA — ? DA :\a.,mma the event
and prevents awkward pauses. Many DJs include ight shows and smoke machines with their Sehovni Bicmemm ot S I e 2 |\ The saspmert and & il it
asio o ke I more fun. Lost lohe of profsesional DJa keep up with trends This helps DIe ead theirord 1o Kt Incymony o) e i arid erjocile event ((( @ ) )j Sochclogy wadby | 252 G.| ’
them get hired. People willsee a DJ do something fun and want it replicated at their party. oreate the perfuct plalet. SRR Bee e bt ot bl S Moy D moorporidte DJs oct s emcees,
DJs inferact with guests and event planners foo. A DJ acts as an emcee, announcing T ru | ERTTR) 2 | ey C. yellow vieud slements like light g Hha wvarg flow
ments like speeches or cutting the cake. This keeps the event organized Moreover, DJs S Y ) & K 4 dhowecnd e d cxpnoing ey i
Ik with people In charge o understand the theme and make the client's dream day happen. Thet can foke reapests from || They prevent awkward P SaTC oy p—— - F
shiled DJ creates a lively mood by inspiring pecple fo parficipate in dance-offs or games. et sy s pecasid prascae by mandaing o iest pieakpition Hrosih 5 | MANIDEA 43 Ll [ K. 170 I
Y touch fo the event. continuous flow of music dance-offs or games. . 2 1\ batwoen 07 el | T eteetwith lower ™ | Their abilty fo connect " L
e T = <\( @ ))) gmstievet | songa during diner and | with the audence
L ="/ pavers || ironition foupbeat || ensures a uique ond [ softwar
? ‘? M d? {\7&!? ! bl tracks later: enjoyble event. seoriessly o
They start with slower songs || 07 use furntables, mixers, | DT act as emcees, quidng Narme: T LTI LeARNER
during drner and franettion and digital audio software to | §the event flow and
Ha nd S- On Center: 1o upbeat tracks later. blend fracks ssamiessly. announcing key moments

Students sort each detail onto the correct mat. No PI'eP Printable Worksheet!
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.ompare & Contrast

O
PIRTHDAY PARTIES

ligh the countries of Mexico and the United States border each other, there

rences in how they celebrate birthdays. In the USA, the guest of honor celet
eir special day surrounded by friends and family. The home is decorated with balloons,

The birthday person
makes a wish while

PIRTHDAY PARTIES ey

Read each card and decide where It belongs. Write each letter where It belongs in the diagram below. K.

Traditional foods
served include tacos

and various Mexican

dishes. s
. &Y

A cake is present in

The birthday person

other easy-to-eat

USA MEXICO both celebration, makes @ wish whis
with candles fo blow blowing out the
Birthdays are ot .
cndes.  _u
The home is POTH celebrated with vely
decorated with fiestas D. K =3
botoons, streamers, .
ond porty s Both cultures involve
~ The pifiata, filled with
hate ; 2 ,\5 gutharings of friénds G. Tvpied fEods Nickae el g’y
and family fo pixsa, borbacus, end where the birthday chid

braoks it fo release
[

o R speciol mlestone

= &)
\—/ :;l-::z'od w'hf'o'
Hands-On Center: ~

THE LIFETIME LEARNER H.

colebrate. s
The song "Hoppy @ “Las Mafianitas* is the thoma. ) treate
Bt e o E: R trodtional birthday c A. >
the birthday person song sung fo celebrate .
blows out the the guest of
e 52N A “Sweet 16 party is o Both celebrations

involve singing fo
celebrate the guest
of honor.

. &)

Students write the correct letter in each part of the graphic organizer.

ase balloons for special occasions like birthdays or weddings. But
e environment and wildife. Whie baloons are biodegradable, they fake
‘down (6 months fo 4 years). If they land in saltwater, the process fakes
B, or trash, from old balloons can pose a danger o wildife
% balloons are found floating in oceans, where they become part of the debris, or
lotsam,” drifting on the water's surfir=s Sam amahimas mms boss b o Moo it momtncn
harm or death. Balloon strings also maj FORGET T'-"E P ALLOONg
creatures fo get out of these fangled

Mylor: balloons, which are shiny ang

-

Welvﬁ‘e“;v;";md;': ESSENTIALWIVHAL
S NBFDNSDUBITFSS2
et CONSERVEIYHVCUSB
fochnalogy, such as MRI scanners and IVFHOQSCOJIPAMX
usndfm?arfhml*cmbnnplmodq .MYUVTKXNDCGIR J L
DAQEKFFXEXYUCVE

WORD BANK MERXZJJPGFFOEIO
L — L QZTEBFCGRNBFJEM
S = — IMXYNUPSAOWCKVL
o ACPOYEXNDDHHLHG
HELITUMQAASEILIGWN
.,”QQHJXOTVYRBHIBBHG
’ ’ ] ] MYLARXXLLVRNRIK
[ [ | /| | |[NVSLAWGEENEGSTIT
KZPWTAUDQRCHNCS

Hands-On Center: -~
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Able fo break down
naturally and return fo the

environment.

2.

A type of shiny, metallic
balloon material that doesn't
break down.

3.

To use something carefully
and avoid wasting it.

e 2

4.

In short supply or hard
to find.

Students find each word in the word search.
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PIRTHDAY PARTIES
Read each letter and decide where it belongs. Write sach letfer where it balongs In the diogram.
UsA
I
Cc
H
’4
The pfata, filed with | The song “Happy Typical foods inchude | A cake is present in

candy. i an actity Birthday" is sung oz
whare the bicthday chid | the birthday person

piaza, borbecue, and
other easy-to-eat

both celebrations,
with candles to blow

bdatiordecss oot the o olhuma s glout .
freats condes.

A B. @ &: @ D. @
Both celebrations Both cultures involve | Birthdays are A "Sweet 6" party s 0

involve singing fo
celebrate the guest [ and family fo

of honor. ° celebrate. o
E. @ F. @ G.

gatharings of friends | celebrated with ety

fiestas.

.

special mibestone
celebrated with great

fanfare

w &

The home is “Las Mofianitos” is the
decorated with fraditional birthday

balloons, streamers, | #rg sung fo celebrate
the guest of

and part
paty o e

hats

. o

o candles.
&l

The birthday person
makes o wish whie

blowing out the

o

Tradrtional foods
served include tocos
and various Mexican

dishes. o
. &

Name:

THE LIFETIME LEARNIR

No Prep Printable Worksheet!
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" FORGET THE BALLOONS: WORD SEARCH

L Able fo break
down naturally and | metallic balloon
return fo the

environment.

2. A type of shiny,

material that
doesn't break down.
I

B

3. To use something
carefully and avoid

wasting it.

4. In short supply
or hard fo find

scanners.

5. A light gas used
1o il balloons and
in important
technology ke MRT

6. To forbid or stop
something from

happening.

b

7. Twisted together

in a messy way.

8 Scattered pieces
of waste or

remains.

9. Related to the

sea or ocean.

10. Something that
is very important.

Write the answer in each box. Then, go find If in the word search.

THE LIFETIME LEARNER
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No Prep Printable Worksheet!



ICE CREAM SUNDAE

Borm parties have always been a hit, especially when the weather gets warm.
ere's something special about being able fo pick your favorite ice cream flavors, add
toppings, and then enjoy your sundae with friends and family. But did you know that the ice
cream sundae has a rather divisive and surprising beginning?

Back in the late I800s, many areas in the United States had strict laws known as the
Blue Laws. These laws were put in place to make sure people behaved “morally” on Sundays.

It was considered a day of rest and religious observance. Activities that were deemed fun,

like going to the movies or enjoying certain treats, were banned on Sundays. This included

having ice cream sodas, which had become popular at soda fountain shops.
Soda shop owners, who sold many ice cream sodas during the week, were not happy

about losing business on Sundays. So, they came up with a clever way to get around the Blue
Laws. Instead of serving the ice cream with soda, they poured chocolate sauce on top of

the ice cream. Since it was no longer a soda, it didn't break the Blue Laws. Shop owners
could keep selling their ice cream creations on Sundays without facing trouble.

So, the ice cream “Sunday” was born. Later, the name was changed to "sundae.” Some
istorians believe the name was changed to avoid offending religious groups who didn't want
a desert named after a holy day. Others think the name change may have been an effort to
show the dessert as something that could be eaten any day of the week, not just Sundays.

Hands-On Center:

1000 IRN

| What wos the """:"‘
orignal purpose Poeple fo oy
of Blus Lows? 9 oekay;

To e pasple To promote
restederd e
‘behaved moraly. | soda shope.

3 How dd soda
shop owners

They closed
thewr shops
respond 1 the g o
Blue Laws?
—

Students put a finger on the correct answer
for each question.

small cake with ice

at their parties.
t

Why do parents spend so event great.

much money and time on

birthday parties nowadays?

For parents who don't want fo host at home,

i

Hands-On Center:

PARTY EXTRAS

As kids’ birthday parties have changed, they've become more extravagant. Gone are the
days of playing games like *Pin the Tail on the Donkey," fossing water balloons, and enjoying |

U BRSTaRASIERIRBRGIGIGHEBRR, there cre many rentol options avaiable fo make the

BBBHARN You can even go a step further and rent an ice cream truck fo serve treats or invite
costumed performers dressed as characters from TV shows or movies. [ ERNSRISEENN

g @ ity o & placa o our &
D 55 W Fer P TS il T s e
Trampolne pork: R

packages that include an activity and space for pizza, cake, and gifts.
Whether the party is held at home or at a special place,

parties remain a fun way fo mark years in a chid's life.
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Many offer birthday

lo matter how they're

H
P
Y

+ have kids’ birthday
ties changed over the
re?

© Color the answer light biue|

According fo the passage,
what types of food are
commonly served at birthday
parties?

4.  Color the answer yellow:

Students use the coloring task card questions to
color in answers in the text.
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THIS OR THAT: PROS & CONS OF PLACK FRIDAY 7\

Circle the correct answer for each question

7 What = the man reazon soma | Masing out on [ Dasing mith

| Which berafit of Black Friday

Wappng b eerghintied riors 1 ':*""' Spandng fima | pocpl moy find Bock Fridey | hema bocauee [N
the passage? with farmdy. stressful in person? of website
R e Toet betr | ena || Tkt
Block Fridoy? dacounts o | o criem shoppars? g the

fckiws ot dacie

3 Which chalenge ' mantianed
08 0 downeids of Blook Friday
shoppng in perecn?

B < What 1 o ey foctor fhat
detarmines whathar Bk Fraay [ F08 1
rdurachons

"
v porkng | ¢ worth 1 for somecns?
esse "

Difficuity

4 What effect does starting '1_.‘.‘ T gives them | 10. Why might Black Friday be
Block Fridoy edes on
Tharkaghing right have an
shoppers?

more tima fo | conddered o gocd time fo efart
plan cut their | holday shopping?
purchomms

S Whih option woul batter B 1 Wheh wtuation wenid My

st comeone who dosntenfoy | """;N" couse o chopper 1o leave fher
dncieg with lorge crowds? izt i Tharksgvng drrar sarly?

6 How dons the weather ploy o | I+ encourages
role i Block Fridoy thepping. | pacple to shop |1
accordeg to the fext? n the warmth

] @ What s the primary reasen
pecpla tock forward 4 Black
Friday bosed on fhe possage?

The chance 1o |18
buy grfte for
Froands

of the etores

Nome, THE LIFETIME LEARNER
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E TS
PARTY EXTRAS

As kids' birthday porties have changed over the years. they've become more extravagont and elaborate.
Jone are the mu. days of playvg classic games ke “Pin the Tall on the Donkey" fossing water balloons, o
som Insteod, child-en foday are asking for complex forms of

enfertanmart at ther- birthday parties.
. there are many rentdl options avalable fo make the event
more exciting for kids
ou can even go a step further and rent an
craam truck fo serve fraats throughout tha party or invite costumed parformers dressad os characters
from your chid's favorite TV show or movie.

For parents who don'+ want fo hos? af home, having a birthday pory

If bouncing around len't what you and your guests have in mind, fhere are other exciting options. [
ny of these places
for specid birthday packages that include both an activity and space for the troditional pizza, cake, and gt
In the end, whether the party is held at home with renfed entertainment or at a special place, [

matter how theyre celebrated, X

THE LTETIME LEAR)

S

No Prep Printable Worksheet!



This or That?

B T

ORY OF THE CUPCAKE

the cupcake (a single portion of flour, sugar, and flavorings) is a very
Bry. The fist evidence of baking dafes back fo ancient Egyption fimes in 2600 SUELLLLLER LAV VIY Y
wasn't until the [3th century that cakes were mentioned by name. At first, cakes oy
Fers more dense and made with frut or gingerbread. The first caks with  round shope THIS OR THAT: HISTORY OF THE CUPCAKE
and icing came In the mid-I7th century. It was made with dependable ovens and food molds. Circle the correct anawer for each question |
The history of the cupcake continued in [796. Amelia Simmons mentioned “a cake baked in 1 According to the timelne and | 7 Accordig o the timelne,
o ) infoemation in the fex, what | what happened firet in bak
small cups” in her cookbook, American Cookery: Then, in 1828, Eliza Leslie Y e ods it e vs
information in the text, what 2 According fo the temelne and 8 Accordng fo the timeline, n
happened in Egypt in 2600 BC? Sermction . 4 et b

wos coke first mentioned?

bakers experimented with cupcakes. Buttercream frosting was popular in '
Around 1919, Hostess created the “snack cake,” and cupcakes in shops wer 3
the 2lst century, cupcake shops opened across the USA. This helped the cupcake indust

grow. Baking shows came on TV, allowing people to learn about popular cupcake shops. 2. According to the timeline and m"&"x‘lx 3 VIRt swthork e e
cupcakes are enjoyed for their delicious flavors, their ease to eat, and how they are e: information in the text, when was doveloprront of e oupodhi?

one serving size. 1 cake first mentioned? L What 1s sgrficant obout the
2600BC Century yoar (796 whan it comes o the
ol cupcake?
N | 3. Why was the mid-I7th century
. 5 Why is the yeor M 50 L What are cupeakes NOT
important in the development of mw:.« * o:,hmy of Inown for M:‘l
the cupcake? cupcakes®

cookbook called Receipts Eliza called the cupcake by its name. As history v EE

6. What phanomenon has " 12 What helped improve cakes in
Y. What is significant about the ) occurred in the Zist century in the mid I7% century?

year 1796 when it comes to the regard fo cupockes?
cupcake? 3 Nome: THE CTETIME LEARNER

CENTER

Write a Sentence

N
T EXTRAVAGANT PARTY

expensive party ever thrown was organized by the Shah of Iran in 1971 Tt

% the 2,500th anniversary of the Persian Empire, founded by Cyrus the Great. ‘ TULLLLLLLALLLALL LA AV

s event was held in the desert, requiring huge pr * Name: 20 £o8
e i e o MOST EXTRAVAGANT PARTY (i
beautiful, 15,000 trees were planted, and 70,000 b L What was uniqe about the fent city that was bult for the guests? z

To hous. the gu.sfs atent clfy was bullt. chh + + 5 + w S . b &, SC COC’"\ +en+ C‘a AIII": I’h. font ::'y wa-’mqn:;::s;:u:h tent hod two bathrooms, two bedrooms, and a kitchen, along with staff

g g e +e c o e becau avolable 1o serve the guests arou o
bathrooms, and a kitchen. There were also staff ay Th D i) uniu 2 What effect did bringing in 70,000 birds and frees hove on the
Spredovr 60 cren. e e ot oty rflc] 1100 b HhrOOMS, HWO bedroomS: and o kitchen, alons ek S W et e ek e st
r top priority. The employ 3 gu . B bod idea overal
The three-day event had fancy banquets and a With s+all availoble +o serve Jf'l’ﬂe ues+s Or‘oh\nd +1'1c 3 Why wos i o problem that the Shoh ddn't invite his own pecple fo the party?
Answer: By not imiting his own people, the Shah made them feel left out and red, which "+ Irarane. This

binauat bl with a 70-meter-long fabls. 600, giieey clock- chows that leoders :ﬁd Mk:u nd care for ther- people, not just show vh'vl: the rich .:;_m
5P chiafe drom the globe multiple Hmes a d 4 Why do you thek the Shah'e event was moet Ikaly both helpful and harmfuf?
believed that in today’s currency, the cost of the pt \, \ oo o L Answer: The Shahvs party was similar 1o ofher big celebrations that show off a country’s wedlth and power. While these

Despite tts grandness, the party was not withal == = == == == == s == s s e s s o e o o e o e avents con make a leader look important, they can also moke peopla angry If they feal the leadar 1 wasting money nateod

«

of haiping them.
invite his own people who he ruled over or the Irani !
ol

5. Why do some axperts believe the Shahs party played a big role in hm losing power?
Answor- Exparts think the party showed how out of fouch the Shoh was with tha problams hs pecgle faced By spendeg so
much on a party and raf caring about the everyday struggles of his people, he lost fheir euppor, which eventualy led fo

of the country at the time. This sparked anger acr

event at a time when Iran faced economic and soci R . - . Y :
e firthes sipacated hiis rom oo e, RADAINAID SO MONY b S and planting teees in — —_—
I he oesert hurt the enviconment because the biros e ey W e e T o e

couldn+ survive in the heat, and many died- ey

Write the answers to the questions in each box In complete sentences. THE LIFETIME LEARNER

Werite the anewer on the blank lines. THE LIFETIME LEARNER




Sequencing Puzzles

N
TO MAKE A CANDLE

Bles can be a fun activity for a party or as favors for guests to take
Process of making your own candles is pretty easy. With a few ingredients,

| e TN

. B
S HOW TO MAKE A CANDLE | |

First, read the passage. Then, put the steps in order below from #! o #I0 by writing a number
at the fop of each box. Put a sl in the box that comes first and a #I0 in the box that comes last

To start, first gather all mater
and any color or fragrance you'd
heat source fo melt the wax. Many
water (known as a double boler).

-

Place the puzzle pleces in order here on the mat. —_— L [ | 7
Next, prepare your candle conts Melt the wax using & | i | " ]
wick steady using tape or popsicle Step | Step 2 Step 3 Step 4 Step 5 your selected heat Secure the wick fo | Add dye I you want | Gather o necsssary | Carefully pour the | Add your chosen
wax. With the microwave, melt the | Gathar ol necessary | | [ choose a heat Secure the wick fo source. the battom of the | 1o add color o your | materials wax, melted wax ko the. | fragrance 1o he
tirring continuously prevents the y | materids: wax, source, such asa | the bottom of the condle confaner. | candle. container, wick, prepored confoiner. | melted wax.

<container, wick, double boder or candle contaner.

F

Once your wax has melted to a
color, and scent. microwave.

mell nice. If you desire color, this. A. B. é) C. D. E. I
istribute both the scent and colort [C. J. A. Add dyo i you want [

After this, pour the molten wa e ot — 7 = E 3
emains centered and upright so it & A ¥ £
ol el Bocamo s sk Gt 10 Step 6 Step 7 Step 8 Step d Step 10 # Meit the wax usng | Stir the mixture fo | Allow the candie fo | Stir the wax Choose a heat 1
B. your selected heat | everly distribute | cool and soldify for | continwously or at | source, such as @
source. color and scert. | several hours. one-minute intervls. | double boler or ‘
microwave |
Stir the mxture fo
g ii ‘i ‘i Q evely distribute F. G. & H. I J.
color and scent.
Nome: THE LIFETIME LEARNER

G.

THE LIFETIME LEARNER

No Prep Printable Worksheet!

PLANNING MISTAKES
s 1 e b s A " DON’T FORGET!

BLLLLLLLABAAMAAMAAAAAAAAAAAAY)
™ ~ CUT AND PASTE D
CUT AND PASTE oD s — - kit

Glve solution here Glue problem here "

Late invitations Start early and ask for
a help.

=] Clearly state RSVP
detals on invitations.

Lack of organization

Gl problem here
Clearly state RSVP

detalls on invitations.

Lock of organzation
Set a reclistic budget

Traufficiert enterfoinment

and trock expenses

Set a redlstic budget

many hosts forget to plan ﬂr d«;m\g up. Do not leave clean up for the nej b s Tnaufficient entertanment @ " =
you go or ask for help in advance. These tips will help your next party be a =] P——
T | EepermeerT help for post-party clean.

Clean as you go or arrange

help for clear
=] ol il Glue each

problem or
Glue each sohution

problem or where it
solution belongs.

where it THE LrETIE LARNER
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PIRTHDAY PARTIES

Different cultures celebrate birthdays in unique ways around the world. Even though the countries of Mexico
nd the United States are neighbors, there are differences in how they enjoy birthdays. In the United States, the
uest of honor celebrates their special day surrounded by friends and family. The home is offen decorated with
alloans, streamers, and party hate. Food plays a central role in these celebrations, with popular chaices including
iz2a, barbecue, and other finger foods that are easy 1o enjoy. A birthday cake is typically the centerpiece, topped
ith candles representing the birthday person's age. Affer everyone gathers around the cake, the birthday girl or
oy makes a wish before blowing out the candles. Meanwhile, the guests sing the traditional "Happy Birthday” song. In

America, furning “Sweet 16" is a big deal. It marks a young person's transition info adulthaod and Is celebrated with
ig parties. It's also the year many feenagers are able fo start driving.

In contrast, birthdays in Mexico are celebrated with vibrant fiestas that reflect the country’s rich cultural
eritage. Traditiondl foods, such as facos and other delicious Mexican dishes, are served fo family and friends. A
nique and exciting aspect of Mexican childhood birthday parties is the presence of a pifiata. It is typically made out
f paper maché and filled with an assortment of candies. The birthday child, blindfolded and armed with a bat,
Hempts o break the pifata. When they are successful, the candy spils out for all the guests to collect. Ancther
eloved tradition is the singing of "Las Mafianitas,” a traditional birthday song that honors the person in a heartelt
ay. Similar to the United States, the birthday person in Mexico also blows out the candles on their cake and makes a
ish. A particularly important celebration in Mexican culture is the quinceanera. This happens on a girl's 5th birthday
nd symbolizes her transition info womanhood. This event is often marked by a grand fiesta and s considered cne of
he most important milestones in a young woman's life

Although the countries of Mexico and the United States are close fogather on the map, their birthday
slebrations reveal some similarities and differences. The ways they celebrate show both the special traditions and
he shared happiness of celebrating another year of life

THE LIFETIME LEARNER
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PIRTHDAY PARTIES

Different cultures celebrate birthdays in unique ways around the world. Even though the countries of Mexico
and the United States are neighbors, there are differences in how they enjoy birthdays. In the United States, the
quest of honor celebrates their special day surrounded by friends and family. The home is often decorated with
balloons, streamers, and party hats. Food plays a central role in these celebrations, with popular choices including
pizza, barbecue, and other finger foods that are easy fo enjoy. A birthday cake is typically the centerpiece, topped
with candles representing the birthday person's age. After everyone gathers oround the cake, the birthday girl or
boy makes o wish before blowing out the candles. Meanwhile, the guests sing the traditional "Happy Birthday” seng. In
America, turning “Sweet 16" is a big deal. It marks a young person’s transition info adulthood and is celebrated with
big parties. It's also the year many teenagers are able fo start driving

In contrast, birthdays in Mexico are celebrated with vibrant fiestas that reflact the country's rich cultural
heritage. Traditional foods, such as tacos and other delicious Mexican dishes, are served fo family and friends. A
unique and exciting aspect of Mexican childhood birthday parties is the presence of a pifiata. It is typically made out
of paper maché and filled with an assortment of candies. The birthday child, blindfolded and armed with a bat,
attempts fo break the pifiata When they are successful, the candy spills out for all the quests fo collect. Ancther
beloved tradition is the singing of "Las Mafianitas,” a traditional birthday song that honors the person in a heartfelt
way. Similar to the United States, the birthday person in Mexice also blows out the candles on their cake and mokes o
wish. A particularly important celebration in Mexican culture is the quinceanera. This happens on a girl's ISth birthday
and symbolizes her transition info womanhood. This event is often marked by a grand fiesta and is considered one of
the most important milestones in @ young woman's life

Although the countries of Mexico and the United States are close together on the map, their birthday
celebrations reveal some similarities ond differences. The ways they celebrate show both the special traditions and
the shared happiness of celebrating ancther year of life

THE LIFETIME LEARNER
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HOW TO USE THIS:

e pick and choose the
centers you want to use:
do what works best for
your class!

e give less than O centers
to students if you are
short on time

e give students the whole
day to complete all 10
centers/activities OR
spread the room
transformation out over
a couple of days

e use the hands-on centers
during your room
transformation and the
no-prep printables as a
review during your
reading block

HIRING A DJ

DJs, or disc jockeys, are an important part of parties. Their purpose is to play music
hat fits the mood of the event, helping fo create an enjoyable environment for guests. From
eddings to corporate events, DJs change their music selection to suit audiences.

First, they need the ability fo read the crowd and create the perfect playlist. DJs can
Jjust the music to fit how people feel. They may start with slower songs during dinner to
t people chat, and then change to more upbeat tracks as the night continues. DJs have
uge music libraries that allow them to play many songs. They make sure all guests feel
cluded. Additionally, DJs can take requests. This makes guests feel more involved.
quipment and technology to enh

ixers, and digital audio software to blend tracks together. This skill keeps the energy high

IDJs also use

the experience. They use turntables,

d prevents awkward pauses. Many DJs include light shows and smoke machines with their
music to make it more fun. Last, lots of professional DJs keep up with trends. This helps

hem get hired. People will see a DJ do something fun and want it replicated at their party.
DJs interact with guests and event planners too. A DJ acts as an emcee, announcing

moments like speeches or cutting the cake. This keeps the event organized. Moreover, DJs

alk with people in charge fo understand the theme and make the client’s dream day happen.

skilled DJ creates a lively mood by inspiring people fo participate in dance-offs or games.
heir ability to connect with people helps make every party exciting and memorable.

T

Main Idea #1

The importance of a DJ's

music selection.

Main Idea #2

The equipment and
fechnology used by DJs.

Main Idea #3

The interaction between DJs

and guests/event planners.

J

DJs read the crowd to
create the perfect playlist.

Professional DJs keep up with the
latest technology and trends for

engaging experiences.

Their ability fo connect with
the audience ensures a

unique and enjoyable event.

A.

They can take requests from
guests, adding a personal
touch to the event.

I 53

Y

They prevent awkward
pauses by maintaining a
continuous flow of music.

Jdo53 [
Y

A skilled DJ encourages
guest participation through
dance-offs or games.

&

They start with slower songs

during dinner and transition

to upbeat tracks later.

Jdp53

Yo

DJs use turntables, mixers,
and digital audio software to

JIp53

Y

DJs act as emcees, guiding
the event flow and

blend tracks lessly.




What Skills are Included?

1000000000 O A A
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= ® ° ® = ALL AROUT CAKES =
s L =
‘E“j o n I ct I o n I s ® Cakes are one of the most popular desserts and come in many varieties. Some cakes are light E
=) and fluffy, while others are dense and rich. Many cakes are frosted with layers of buttercream. =
S | —
=3 Cakes also vary by flavor: vanilla, chocolate, lemon, and red velvet are examples. Cakes share a =
N . X —
=+ Context Clues
= .
- = ALL APOUT CAKES: MULTIPLE CHOICE
I |. What text structure is 2 What text structure is 3. What text structure is Y. What text structure is
g:jj . eq U e n c I n g used in the first paragraph? | used in the second used in the third paragraph? | used in the fourth
== A. Cause and effect paragraph? A. Compare and contrast paragraph?
B B. Compare and contrast A. Sequencing B. Problem and solution A. Cause and effect
\:ﬁ . I t F t res C. Description B. Problem and solution C. Cause and effect B. Problem and solution
?ij ex ea u D. Problem and escription O~ | D Seauencing 6N ecuencing (o
== M ® L I
- ain iaeaqa =
-2 = MOST EXTRAVAGANT PARTY
- E The most expensive party ever thrown was organized by the Shah of Iran in I971. It
= . C r e & ‘ o ntra st E celebrated the 2,500th anniversary of the Persian Empire, founded by Cyrus the Great.
=i o m pa E This event was held in the desert, requiring huge preparations. Planning began a year in
==} E advance, and the location was turned from a desert to a temporary city. To make the land
=5y = 4
.2 » Text Structures
=] Name: g oS
- - MOST EXTRAVAGANT PARTY O
= ‘ I ext EVI d e n ce | What was unique about the tent city that was built for the guests? 9
—~ ° °
é:'ﬁ . Po I n t Of VI ew 2. What effect did bringing in 70,000 birds and planting 15,000 trees have on the environment?
=
@ e °
2 . Pa g es ReVI eWI n g 3. Why was it a problem that the Shah didn’t invite his own people to the party?
-
;a, Y {
;ﬁ M U tl p e I s Y, Why do you think the Shah’s event was most likely both helpful and harmful?
;:i

5. Why do some experts believe the Shah’s party played a big role in him losing power?




The no prep printable
questions are

Name: Name:

ALL AROUT CAKES: MULTIPLE CHOICE ALL APOUT CAKES: MULTIPLE CHOICE

L What text structure is
used in the first paragraph?
A Cause and effect

8. Compare and contrast

C. Description

D. Problem and

i é

2 What text structure is
used in the second
paragraph?

A Sequencing

8. Problem and solution

C. Description

D. Cause and effect g

3. What text structure is
used in the third paragraph?
A Compare and contrast

8. Problem and solution

C. Cause and effact

D. Sequencing ¢

=

Y What text structure is
used in the fourth
paragraph?

A Cause and effect

B. Problem and solution
C. Sequencing

D. Description

5. What text structure is
used in the fifth paragraph?
A Sequencing

8 Description

C. Cause and effect
D. Compare and

~

6. How cre the centences i the
second paragraph connected?

A They describe o series of stepe fo
bake a cdke.

8. They compare different fypes of
coke flavors

C. They explan a problem and <

ite solution

D. They show the history

of coke baking

7 What  one hey dffersnce between
Homamode and sfore-bought cckes
accordig fo the thed porogreph?

A Homamada cokes are dways
better decorated

B Stora-bought ks are mare comeret
C. Store-bought cokes dways

foste better G

Aoty ()
e oo

8 In the fourth parograph,
what is the main problem
dicussed?

A Cakes that dry out or do not rise.
B. Cakes that are foo sweet

C. Cakes that are not decorated well

D. Cakes thot ore overboked EE

L What text structure is
used in the first paragraph?
A. Cause and effect

B. Compare and contrast

C. Description

D. Problem and

2 What tfext structure is

used in the second
parnaranh?
A

9 In the fifth paragroph, what
event caused cokes to become
lighter and fluffier?

A The discovery of sugor

8. The Invantion of baking powder.
C. The use of honey as @
sweetener. 05

D. The development of

buttercream frosting '

10, What does the second
poragraph suggest is important
for a cake fo turn out wel?

A Usig frach ingredints

8. Bakong the cake In the right
secquence of efepe

C. Choosing the right frosting <
D. Letting the coke cool —

1L What is one couse menioned in
the fourth parograph for a coke
not rising property?

A Using oo much sugar

B.0d or InefFactive baking powder

C. Overbaking tha cake

D. Not enough frosting

12 Tn the fifth paragraph. how did
cokas changa from ancient trnes to
today?

A Cakes are row made with haney
insteod of sugar.

B Cokes are simpler and more braod-

0. Cokes have less frosting
foday

5. What text structure is
used in the fifth paragraph?
A. Sequencing

B. Description

C. Cause and effect

D. Compare and

contrast

questionl

Write A, B, C, or D in each box.

QI the fifth parograph, what
event caused cokes fo become
ightor and fluffier?

A The discovery of sugar

8. The invantion of baking powder.
C. The use of honey as @
sweotenar

0. The development of

InHierorsam frosting ‘.

AL
BE

saquence of Elepe

edit any

C. Choosing the right froeting

D Leting the coke cod
complotely before frostng

=

3 What text structure is 4 What text structure is
used in the third paragraph? | used in the fourth
noroaraph?

se and effect

A Camnare and contrast

slem and solution
Lencing
ription

o fourth paragraph,

the main problem

>d?

that dry out or do not rise.
that are foo sweet

that are not decorated well
that are overboked !

fifth paragroph, how did
nge from ancient times o

e now mods st heney
b oo
are smpler and mare breod-
C. Overbaking the cake ke todoy
D. Not enough frosting €. Cakes became lighter and
& Fubfier over e ﬁ
g 0. Cokes hove less frosting %

foday

THE LIFETIME LEARNER Write A, B, C, or D in each box. THE LIFETIME LEARNER
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other resources this

pairs well with:

Grab the 3-5 reading

room fransformation (.44 in some math to your themed learning day!
for additional passages! E—

!:I}RTY» Fiction | PARTY @2 |PART Y £EES
D p ANNer|Yais 7 revView,

—& ‘D
> -
/7 5TH GRADE

EDITABLE MATH
ROOM TRANSFORMATION

,4'7 \ ‘m

GRADES 3- 5

T

EDITABLE

LLLILEIR 5 When you purchase

“CLASSROOM
TRANSFORMATIONS a Mega Bundle,

s === you save J07. of f
2 SEiE S Lt the price of the

THEME | individual | B THEMED
1y GRADES 3- 5 iIndiviqual resources! E&S
Add On Pack Bundlel



https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Citing-Text-Evidence-Worksheets-Reading-Comprehension-Passages-Party-Theme-Day-8257052
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/3rd-Grade-Two-Step-Word-Problems-Party-Planning-Room-Transformation-Multi-Step-4245762
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/4th-Grade-Multiplication-Long-Division-Party-Planning-Room-Transformation-Theme-4778185
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/5th-Grade-Adding-Subtracting-Fractions-Party-Planning-Math-Room-Transformation-7065226
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Classroom-Transformation-Room-Theme-Days-Reading-Comprehension-BUNDLE-8929194
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Comprehension-Passages-Theme-Days-Reading-Activities-Test-Prep-BUNDLE-9261802

classroom transformations
low prep, fun, and engaging!
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/128142-1st-Grade-Math-Room-Transformations-370490
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/128142-4th-Grade-Math-Room-Transformations-361790
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/128142-5th-Grade-Math-Room-Transformations-___________________________-391088
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/11088-Alphabet-Reading-Room-Transformations-759302
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/11088-2nd-Grade-Reading-Room-Transformations-711679
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/128142-Kinder-Math-Room-Transformations-542516
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/11088-Reading-Transformations-3-5-Reading-Comprehension-415414
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/11088-3-5-Reading-Transformation-Add-On-Packs-______________________-416800
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/128142-2nd-Grade-Math-Room-Transformations-391087
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/11088-Kindergarten-Reading-Room-Transformations-711619
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/11088-1st-Grade-Reading-Room-Transformations-711618
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/128142-3rd-Grade-Math-Room-Transformations-319479

Please Note:
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« This is not a stand-alone room transformation.

« There are no decorations included.

« There are 10 reading passages and activities
provided.

« The questions are editable. The passages are not.

« The digital version is provided in Google Slides.

« This Add on Pack aligns with my math & reading

classroom transformations.

 Let me know if you have ANY questions! You can

email me at lindsaythelifetimelearner@gmail.com
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