MAKE LEARNING FUN!

10 high-interest passages & activities
themed to make learning engaging!
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gton said that America should have o Thunksgivlng
Lincoln who established Thanksgiving as a national
He declared Thanksgiving would be observed on the
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| Which phrase best explains
why Jasper fel?
A He was tired from running.
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learn by the end of the story?
A Wirning s the most importont

phrase
rock" in the confext
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PARDONING TURKEYS

For many years, it has been a fradition for each US. president fo pardon a turkey from being eaten every
hankagiving. This delightful custom continues to this day. sparking curiosity cbout tts beginnings. So where did this
unique tradition come from, and why did presidents first start it?

Historians belleve that the practice began with President Abraham Lincoln in 1865 During this time, Lincolr'e
ung son, Tad, became quite upset when he learned that a turkey was destined for the dinner table. Seeing his son's

istress, Lincoln decided fo spare the turkey's life. Although this act of kindness was a one-time occurrence, it
-abbed the public’s atteft I moving
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You can use this resource two ways:
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Goorge Washington said that

HAPPY
THANKSGIVING!

Use the reading passages to OR use these reading passages
supplement your Thanksgiving | for students to enjoy during your
Room Transformation ELA block on a regular day

You don't have to do a room transformation to use this resource.

These 10 passages are no-prep and print & go.
Use them anytime during your ELA block!




HE CONTENT:

10 high-interest passages & activities
in 2 formats: hands -on & no prep

Hands-On Centers
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AMERICAN FOOTRALL: A THANKSGIVING TRADITION
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With this version, students read the passage. Qr in this version, students read the passage.

Then, they complete a hands-on center Then, they complete the activity in worksheet

activity you can laminate and re-use for  form. This version is NO PREP and PRINT & GO!
years to come.

Just as much fun as the hands-on centers!



2 Versions of Every Passage
Included for Students
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING DOG ESCAPE AMERICAN FOOTPRALL: A THANKSGIVING TRADITION

Vanessa did not enjoy Thanksgiving. Her home was full of her rowdy cousins, aunts, Many Americans love watching football on Thanksgiving. But have you ever wondered

and uncles. She would have preferred a tranquil day spent in a quiet environment. where the tradition of playing football on this holiday began? It can be traced back to
However, her parents insisted that she join in rather than retreat to her room. the late 1800s. In 1876, two colleges named Princeton and Yale, faced off in a football

“Hey, do you want to play a game with us?” her cousin, Toby, asked eagerly. match on Thanksgiving that got the attention of fans everywhere. Over 1,000 fans

Vanessa grimaced at the idea. “No, I'm going fo take Buttons outside.” She put on attended the game since many people were of f work. Many other colleges joined in the
er dog Buttons’ leash and collar. Then, she quickly began striding outside. following year. Over time, football on Thanksgiving became more and more popular.

“I’m envious of you, Buttons,” she whispered. “You don’t have to deal with this.” Today, most Americans today prefer to watch professional players take the field.
uddenly, a flock of geese landed nearby, causing a commotion. Her dog began to tug When did this shift begin? In 1920, the National Football League (NFL) was created. The
nd bark. “Buttons, calm down!” Vanessa exclaimed in exasperation. league adopted the tradition of hosting football games on Thanksgiving. They organized

Buttons broke free and bolted away. Vanessa stood there, horrified. What now? up to 6 football games on this holiday. By scheduling Thanksgiving Day games, the NFL

“Buttons ran away!” she shouted as she went inside. Her cousins had gathered there. helped make football a special tradition people looked forward to every year.

“Tt's okay, we'll help you find him.” Her cousin, Judy, assured her. The rest of the Today, the NFL continues its Thanksgiving Day games. There are 3 games to watch

family quickly headed outside while calling for Buttons throughout the neighborhood.

(AT l
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING DOG ESCAPE

Vanessa did not particularly enjoy Thanksgiving. Her home would become overwhelmed with her rowdy cousins,

live on television each November. The most popular teams to play are the Dallas Cowboys

00000 RO
AMERICAN FOOTPRALL: A THANKSGIVING TRADITION

Many Americans delight in spending their Thanksgiving holiday nestled in front of the television, eagerly watching

aunts, and uncles. It created an uproar that drowned out any appearance of peace. She would have preferred a a game of football. However, have you ever wondered where the tradition of playing football on Thanksgiving began?

tranquil day spent in a quiet environment. However, her parents insisted that she join the festivities rather than The roots of this custom can be traced back to the late 1800s. In 1876, two prestigious colleges, Princeton and Yale,

retreat fo her room. faced off in a highly publicized football match that got the attention of sports fans across the nation. They happened

“Hey, do you want fo play a game with us?” her cousin, Toby, asked eagerly. to play the game on Thanksgiving Day. Over 1,000 fans attended the game since it was played on Thanksgiving, a day

Vanessa grimaced at the idea. “No, I'm going to take Buttons outside.” She grabbed her dog Buttons’ leash and many people had of f. This event sparked a trend and led to numerous colleges repeating this on their own campuses

collar, securing them around his neck before opening the porch door and striding outside. Once in the yard, she in the years to follow. Over time, football on Thanksgiving became more and more popular not just on college campuses

paused to allow Buttons to sniff around. They both enjoyed the fresh air. but with families around the nation as well.
“I'm envious of you, Buttons,” she whispered. “You don't have to deal with everyone.” Suddenly, a flock of geese Today, most Americans foday prefer to watch professional players take the field on Thanksgiving. So, when did
this shift foward professional football begin? In 1920, the National Football League (NFL) was created. From the very

beginning, the league quickly adopted the tradition of hosting football games on Thanksgiving Day. The NFL organized

flew overhead and landed across the street. Buttons, distracted by the commotion, began to bark and tug on his leash.
“Buttons, calm down!” Vanessa exclaimed in exasperation
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Before she could react, Buttons broke free from her grasp, bolting info the street in search of the geese.
Vanessa stood there, horrified and in shock. She had lost Buttons!

“Mom, Dad, Buttons ran away!” she shouted as she hurried back inside. Her cousins had also gathered there.

up to 6 football games each year on this holiday. By scheduling Thanksgiving Day games, the NFL helped make football

s

“Tt's okay, we'll help you find him.” Her cousin, Judy, assured her. The rest of the family quickly headed outside

o [ [ J
while calling for Buttons throughout the neighborhood. I e re n tl a te a n lve
“This is all my fault,” Vanessa thought to herself. “If I had stayed inside, Buttons wouldn’t have escaped.”

“Hey, I think Buttons is up herel” one of her cousins bellowed, drawing her attention. Vanessa raced up the
street fo where her cousin was pointing. There was Buttons, safely in a neighbor’s yard, sniffing the ground.

“Buttons!” Vanessa yelled, rushing toward her dog. Soon, her family congregated around her. But to her o r st d e nts th e
astonishment, they didn't appear annoyed. Instead, they were laughing. y u u

“Oh, Buttons,” her mother said. “You certainly know how to bring us all fogether. Ready to go home, Vanessa®?”

Vanessa beamed with happiness. “I am. And this time, I'll make sure to join in the games with you alll”

ST version best for them!




What lesson does Jasper learn by the end of
the story?

D FOOTBALL: MULTIPLE CHOICE A. Winning is the most important thing.

B. Spending time with family is more
important than winning

C. You should always practice to win.

D. It's okay fo be upset about losin

3.

What is the meaning of the phrase “snagged on
an unnoticed rock” in the context of the story?
A. Jasper's foot got caught on a rock he didn’t

see.

B. Jasper didn't care about the rock.
C. The rock was too small o matter.
D. The rock moved in front of him.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING DOG ESCAPE

Place the words in the correct spaces on the crossword puzzle.

GIVING DOG ESCAPE

g Her home was full of her rowdy cousins, aunts,

Bferred a tranquil day spent in a quiet environment.
ed that she Join in rather than retreat to her room e
1 you want 1o play @ game with us?* her cousin, Toby, asked eagerly. PIER A
a grimaced at the idea “No, I'm going to take Buttons outside.” She put on I
tons' leash and collar. Then, she quickly began striding outside.

wious of you, Buttons,” she whispered. “You don't have to deal with this.”
flock of geese landed nearby, causing a commotion. Her dog began fo tug
Buttons, calm down!* Vanessa exclaimed in exasperation.

5 broke free and bolted away. Vanessa stood there, horrified. What now?

16 ran awayl® she shouted as she went inside. Her cousins had gathered there.
<ay, we'll help you find him.* Her cousin, Judy, assured her. The rest of the

<y headed outside whie calling for Buttons throughout the neighborhood.

think Buttons is up herel” one of her cousins bellowed. Vanessa raced to
cousin pointed. There was Buttons, in a neighbor’s yard, sniffing the ground.
rsl* Vanessa yelled. Her family congregated around her. To her astonishment,
vt annoyed. Instead, they were laughing. Maybe family wasn't so bad after all
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Feeling like you want

Feeling really frustrated Shouted or yelled in a

something that someone

or annoyed. else has. loud voice.

Hands-On Center:

Students use the clue cards
to fill in the crossword puzzle.
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| Which phrase beet explans | 2 Why wos Jospar's fothar not | 3 Whot lesson dows Jasper | 4 What s the meanng of fhe
why Jasper fol? upeet about osng fhe game? | learn by the end of the story? | phrose “enazged cn on umaticed
A Ho was tired from ruming. | A He ddn't core about wiving. | A Weming b the moet mpartent | rock” i the conext of th slory?

Name:

B He tripped orse a rock : Skt e
C. Ho vt run fast enough T | 8 Toupar det care abaut the reck
D. He wos detrocted by his ot - " € The reck was e ewal fo matier
frienda 0.1 shay %o bo upset about T ok mbeed s e of o

s

S Which word from the stery s Jaspacs stfitude 7. What is the fherme of th | 8 Which of the folewing  NOT o
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A Winnrg s everythng.
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@ bolt of bghtring.* Abe fraet | 4p shory? dory?
A Simée e A Exarpercted A hppreciatue
B Hyperbols % 8 Grockus B Advarced
C. Metophor: Mo doserrt thsk foamg the gama | C- Impatient C. Gratefl
0. Personefcation worth gattg upeet coer 0. Campatitie D Departed
0. recisesthat b fher

woukirt care chout the garme reat

Write A, B, C. or D in each box. THE LIFETIME LEARNER

Tl-lE GREAT THANKSGIVING DOG ESCAPE

Place the words in the correct spaces on the crossword puzzle
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No Prep Printable Worksheet!
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PARDONING TURKEYS

PARDONING TURKEYS

For many years, it has been a tradition for each US. president to pardon a turkey from

eing eaten every Thanksgiving. So where did this tradition come from? This article discusses why a Match up each question with the correct answer by coloring each match a different color: )
Historians believe it began with President Abroham Lincoln in 1865. Lincoln's son, Tad, Which senfence turkey is pardoned at 1. 4. D.

ecame upset when he learned a turkey was to be eaten Seeing his son's grief, Lincoln summarizes the article? Thanksgiving each year: )

lecided to spare the turkey's life. This grabbed the public's attention and was a big story. ROU N
Then, a Rhode Island poultry dealer named Horace Vose began sending turkeys fo the 2. Whh sentonce

surmarizes George H W, |
Busivs role in this article?

2, L5

ot 12| Ho bogen surdng furbays %2

residents as gifts. This act turned info a tradition, with people from all over America joining precidents and ther familes

. As this custom grew, it became a symbol of goodwill and holiday spirit.

President John F. Kennedy became the first to rescue a Thanksgiving turkey. The turkey
as placed by a sign reading, “Good Eating, Mr. President.” Kennedy couldn't bring himself o
at it and sent him to a farm. This was the first official “presidential turkey pardon”

As more turkeys arrived at the White House, additional presidents followed Kennedy by
-anting pardons. First Ladies also joined the tradition by sending turkeys back to farms foo.
n 1989, President George H. W. Bush made turkey pardoning official

Since then, this Thanksgiving tradition has continued with every president. The turkeys
ve gained fame on social media as well. These turkeys are given names kike Mac and
heese or Tater and Tot. Given its popularity, it is likely that this charming tradition will

ontinue for many years to come. THE LIFETIME LEARNE

et T

Which senfence summarizes
Abraham Lincoln's role in the | He was the first president to

history of "turkey pardoning”? spare a turkey's life.

Ha wa fhe frst preadent to
ke 1t an official trodten

N [k

L

v T | T e e e k’

the confibuiocs of Horsce > o Hrhers e o b aten
Voue fo the trodtien? . » P on e e

Which sentence summarizes The public loves fo see the et LT A
the public's reaction fo turkeys pardoned and celebrates
turkeys being pardoned? them on social media

Hands-On Center: .
Students put each question and answer together. NO Prep Prl nta ble WorkSheet!
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SETTING A GOAL

Each character needs Y baxes colored in: 2 character traits and 2 sentences proving evidence of the character traits

B said fo @ woman. His friend Shelly nodded shyly beside him
WPe welcome. Tt's wonderful fo see kids collecting for a food drive.”

P¥elking now?" Louis’ other friend, Roberto, shouted impatiently. “We have

, in linel" His fone was gruff. The lady walked into the parking lot and left.

3

Louis

e rude," his sister Kaylie said o him. “Based on my notes, we need 52 more bags” | - A LOUS =y | Impatient | "saration. | OPHMISHE |saoh i e ot
, going fo be able fo gather that much food in one day?" Shelly whispered hesitantly. ke o el B N. i o e &
rse we will” Louis replied with optimism. “We have to remain hopeful. Let's do itl" wach ooe from the T N (RS fL f% Sy
eo encouroged his friends fo push on. The kids worked ofl svening long. But as the T | per = o &5 A - | - & Cmd e L
temperature began o drop. This added fo their discomfor. Shelly SHELLY (3) |nnis | Grateful e | Thoughtful
to go home,” Roberto complained, shivering. “It's so cold.” His irritation was clear. <Z§ y 2 o }é\ &
more bogs,” Kaylie reminded him, focused on the goal. As the night wore on and it ORANGE Er| E (on (FEF R f )%
‘ime to close up, the group redlized they were seven bags short of their farget. e | e | o T ey |
bnl* Roberto cried, frustration evident in his voice. “Now what are we going o do?” iliin ROPERTO (D) |ievemetar | Logical |Supportive [ "oy
it it positive. “We gathered a lot of food he said, recognizing their hard work St || | ﬁ e 08 o 0 .
his was fun,” Shelly said softly, her spirits lifted by the shared experience. Roberto YELLOW ki ( Js ( K. f L F;
himed in, her voice filled with pride. “Tt really was funl We still managed to collect 63 =5 | e | 1
4, which is more than enough for the food donation center fo accept. We should be Tinid mm 3 Tirnid [ et Lebadont | Discouraged L :
r efforts” Roberto shrugged and looked at the ground. But the rest of the group Plocs 2 character | Trait = a5 = F
\d celebrated their hard work fogether. T szt LN e A\ (M. (L?% N. | jo. | p. b
T e ot || s || R ’m THE LIFETIME LEARNER
S
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Hands-On Center: : et
Students sort each character trait onto the correct mat. NO Prep Pl'l nta ble Worksheet!
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. Americans have ro
interest in the Watory of
Tharkagivng foctbal
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Using the passage, color the right statements green and the wrong statements red

8 Mony Americons | C. The frodtion of | D.Orly snegame s | £ The NFL orignaly
oy watching footbal | Thanksgivig football | played on Thankagiving | ocgonized us to e
on Thonksgwing. alows famibes and by the NFL. games on Thanksgiving
friends %o come each year.

X
&
X . o
9

G. Amaricans have no. | H The hustory of L The first colage | 3. The fradstion of
tarest In the hetory | Thanksgivng fostbal is | foctbal game held on | playing fotball en
of Thanksgiving an Inferesting aipect | Thanksgiving wos Thorkegiving is

football of the holiday. between Princeton | recent phanomanon.
@ @ ega) g
K The trodtion of L Most Americons M. Thorksgring N Footboll s a recent | O Mony Americans
playing footbolon | g wetehing football s not populor | addition fo foel that football

THE LIFETIME LEARNER THE LFETIMe LeaRnE | Thanksgning began | collage foctbal over | among fomies n the | Tharksgiving enhanes ther-
P The firet Thanksgiving

the 1800 professional football Urited States traditions. ‘honkegiving
celebrations.
e =) &= @

R0 P The first Q The Dolas Cowboys | R The Cowbays and | S. The National T, Footbal is nat
Therkegving football | and Datroit Lionu are | Lions do not play an | Foctbal Lague (NFL). [ related fo hstory ot
gome fook place in | the fwo foame thot | Thanksgivng Day ws estobished | oflunth the year of
1820, play every 120 R0,

T G @) Ceap)
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L In what year did 2 What is the least [ 3. How many turkeys |4 What is the

THANKSGIVING STATISTICS
46 o furkeys e

In what year did the Macy's One of the most interesting facts about Thanksgiving is

W tis the least favorite

Thanksgiving Day Parade first Eooked nd Baten IAREISA. Turkey is the most popular food, with [N od " of Thankegiving, :’M Mkucy': 5 :orne part of are cooked a;d eaten | favorite Thanksgiving
? When it comes fo desser, the favorite treat is pumpkin pie. ac rding o the passage? P:::d‘?f"“"? 2 :‘:‘;‘-“"”9'”‘ ‘: the Lited i ::“"’ """;‘““"’ n
Alongside these foods, Thanksgiving s dlso a time for visiting loved ones. About [l efvetdort? e ki ot Therkeghving? passage?
" <, | Passage? . @ e
You might:be eurprised to lean that:fhe Color it red ‘S’Z‘"‘E Color it light blie i}i{‘i* Color If lght green. LB coor t yollow m”"ﬁf

ZATh i o ol pece of the SSSAFGHFRGHAIGBEA]

S. How many 6. How many people | 7. What is the most | 8. How much money
Americans travel to | gather around the common thing people | do businesses make
visit loved ones during | TV to watch football | say they are thankful | each year from

from selling turkeys.
DS - o1 vl 5other T
watch this evert, with ESERNNSRRRNRRRENN o~ 5O rilon watching 6n TV. Tt

e ook, o serfuriariose I\ Thanksgiving? on Thanksgiving Day? | for during selling turkeys? ’
How many turkeys are cocked When people reflect on what they are thankful for, [EISSRIVISSYIGR In fact E Py R, | Thamkeghving? |
land eaten in the United States Sty e sl soriion; G G Va6 1ha lect dommmon. Food ia aléo o Hige TS o0 CORPE: o O Soden brown
iduring Thanksgiving? part of this holiday. 4 out of 5 people love Thanksgiving leftovers. The least favorite part E’ 4 9 What is the record | 10. How much does | Il. How many people |2 How many people t‘.
about Thankegiving? When it is your urn o host! for the most the average furkey | watch the Macy's | attend the Macy's 4
Fialy, what wod Tharkeghig be without footbol? ARG TGRS | What i the fovorite pumpkins smashed in | cost af the store? | Parade on TV? Thanksgiving Day [
f Thanksgiving dessert one minute, set by Parade in person

around the TV fo watch their favorite teams compete. Whether you're enjoying o

mentioned in the 2
E=] dakcious maal or watching a parade, Thanksgiving is  time for celebration and grattud  the passage MydaFod? o R, |t vee? e
Color It gray &L 23| Color i black LB cor t drk e, LB Color it dark green &3
Read each question on the page. Color In each answer on the passage. THE LIFETIME LEARNER

color in answers in the text.

Students use the coloring task card questions to N o Prep Printa ble WO rksheet!
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eposch

shater, ha wos foken aback by the sight before him. The room was busting with people. It was hard o

RWho were the vokunfeers and who wers the gussts waiting in Ine for a warm meal
“You can check i over here.” netructed one of the volunteers, gesturing fo o small deck.
After checking n, Markus and his mother were drected fo the food station. As they began se

stuffing. ond mashed potatoes, Marius coukdn't halp but complain.
How long do we have fo do this? he whined, feeling overwhelmed by the number of pesple.
His mother responded calmly, “We're here o help others, and we'll keep going until ever yone has!
As time passed, Morius observed how many people emiled at him, expressing gratitude for- the fa
135 made It difficult for him %o maintain his bad mood. He asked, "Mom, do these pecple really nalf
Iva?
His mother nodded gently “Yes, they don't have o permanent home, We're very fortunate fo havs
every right. IP's important fo recagnize what we do have and share with fhose in need”
Mariue concidered her words. Helping cthers felt good. and the atmosghers n fhe shelfer began
perspective. As the hours passed and all the food was served, he noticed that he was actually enjoying
-« than he had expected
When thee shift fnally came fo an end, they left the sheiter. Marius furned fo s mother with
appreciation “Thanks for making me come, Mom. I learned a lot foday*
Hic mother emied warmly. *T'm glad you understand the importance of kindness and gratitude, M

T

FOOD DRIVE

1. Why was Marius intilly unhappy about going 1o the homeless shalter?

nioY +he holiday rothee +han Secve 000d.

v 2
2 R g iraeis fogkoay spengn gt e gerience ot ettt e and
onnoyonce +o enjoyment ond apPreciation as he
CEOlZE0 The mpoct O FEPiNg OThers:
3. What lesson did Martus learn from his mother during their time at the chetter?

4 Compare Marus's attitude at the beginning and the end of the story. What are the key differences?

5. What does the interaction between Mariue and his mother revedl about their relationship?

6. What might have hoppened if Marius had not gone to the shetter? Discuss the potential impact on his perspective

Write the answers to the questions in each box in complete sentences. THE LIFETIME LEARNER

DIRECTIONS:
Color in each part of speech
according to the key.

nouns

([ ree 1>

verbs

[

adverbs
([yeto][>

adjectives

[ena]]5

BLLLLLLAMAAAAAAAAA AN
FOOD DRIVE =}

1. Why was Marks Infially unhappy about going fo the homeless shelter?
Marius wos unhappy because he wanted fo relax and enjoy the holiday rather than cerve food

2. How did Marius's feslings change throughout the experience at the shelfer?
Mariss's feelings changed from reluctance and annayance fo enjoyment and appreciation as he realized the
impact of helpng others.

3, What leason did Marius learn from his mother during their fime af the shelter?
Mar+s lsarned the importance of ging back fo the community and recognizing his own blsssings

4 Compare Marius's attitude at the beginning and the end of the story. What are the key differences?
At the beginning, Mariue is whiny and ungrateful, focusing only on hie own discomfort. By the end. he ie
grateful and recognizes the importance of kindness and helping those lass fortunate

5. What does the interaction between Marius and his mother reveal about their relationship?
The inferaction reveals a caring relationship where the mother guides Morius o understand the vaue of
gratitude and community service, emphasizing communication and under standing

6. What might have happened if Marius had not gone o the shetter? Discuss the potential impact on hia perspective.

1F Moruus hod not gone to the sheiter, he weud lkely have confinued fo be # the chalanges faced by othars and misted

the copachunty fo learn about grattude and kindress. He may have remaned s -centered and uncppreciative of his own biesergs

Write the answers to the questions in each box In complete sentences.
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A Thomas Jefferson
dvocated for charging
Thanksgiving fo @ non-
relgious holday.

&

PUZZLE MAT

Place the puzzle pieces in order here on the mat.

e —
€ Future presidents ogreed
with Jefferson's
perspective, leading
Thonksgiving fo become @
secular holiday

B. Roosevelt's proposal

Event | Event 2 Event 3 Event 4
::"‘"" B'::M i C. President Abraham Lincoln | H Lincok declared that
hington pr
ez astoblished Thankegiing e a | ¢ Thanksgrvng would be R O
nationdl holday on November | < | || celebroted on the fourth
Thanksgving holdoy. 26, 163 . Washington prociamed that
Thursday of every
Amarica shaud have @
Noverber.
Thanksgiving holiday
Event 5 Event 6 Event 7 Event 8

R

€ it in person. However, preparing for this parade will take several
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0. In 14, Congress oficialy
changed Thanksgiving back
1o the fourth Thursday of
Noverbar. which remans the
hobday's date foday.

d work to get ready for this tradition.

Ph a warehouse in New Jersey, feams of workers begin preparing 4-9 months in

1.

When workers are
working full-time on the

-ade, what is their only

day off each week?

advance. First, artists sketch
sizes. They browse children's.
The next step involves deg
can take several months. The.
The team engages in painting,
By Halloween, all the balla
team shifts their focus to cr:
cost of all the costumes excel
When Thanksgiving Day af
fo march down the streets, cf
effort and creativity that the
Tt makes every Thanksgiving
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2.

v\% place each year?

On what day does
the parade take

3.

ﬁ each year?

When are all parade
floats completed by

4.

ﬁ each year?

What do artists use
children’s books for

A £ Fufws prosidonds igred | . Prooident Gocrgs
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SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

First, read the story. Then, put the events in order below from sl fo 88 by writing a number ot
the fop of each box. Put a # in the box that comes first and a #8 in the box that comes last.

4 -l oS

C. President Abraham Lincaln | 0. In B4, Congres officially

A Thomas Jefferson

odvocated for changing created a longer holiday established Thanksgwing as o | changed Thanksgiving back
Thanksgring fo a non- period for shopping fo help | nationl halday on Navember | fo the fourth Thursday of
religous haliday businesses grow financialy. | 26, 1863. November, which remains the

holiday’s date today,

| | L &

= R (2 . |

G, President Frankin . H. Lincokn declared that
Woshington proclamed that | Roosevelt proposed moving | Thanksgiving woud be

with Jefferson's

perspective, leadng America shoud have @ Thanksgiving fo the third | celebrated on the fourth
Tharksgvng fo become @ | Thanksgiving holiday Tharsday in Novermber fo | Thursday of every
seculor holiday. help the economy the | Nevember.
Great
Depression.
Nome: THE LIFETIME LEARNER
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Name:

PEHIND THE SCENES: WORD SEARCH
L When workers are |2 On what day does | 3. When are all 4. What do artists
working ful-time on | the parade take parade floats use chidren's books
the parade, what is [ place each year? [ completed by each for each year?

their only day ) L) | vear? &
off each week? 752 § \%

5. In which state do | 6. When do teams
start working full-

8 Where do people
use fo determine the | go o watch the

7. What do artists
teams prepare the
floats for the

- }%

time on the floats? | size of the floats? | Macy's Thanksgiving
9 What do millons of [10. What do
people watch the | performers wear

g 0 { )| Day Parade in 4
% 4
Macy’s Thanksgiving | during the Macy's

Day Parade on? ) | Thanksgiving Day /=)
! Parade that costs 2

over $2 million?

Write the answer in each box. Then, go find If in the word search. THE LIFETIME LEARNER
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NEIGHBORHOOD FOOTBALL: MULTIPLE CHOICE &

Name:

NEIGHBORHOOD FOOTBALL: MULTIPLE CHOICE

| Which phrase best explains
why Jasper fell?

B. He tripped over a rock
C. He didn't run fast enough
D. He was distracted by his
frionds

A He was tired from running.

2. Why was Jasper's father not
upset about losing the game?

A He didn't care obout winning.
B. He was more focused on
preparing Thanksgiving dinner:

C. He valued the time spent with
farnily and neighbors meor

D He knaw they could win next Hme.

3. What lesson does Jasper
learn by the end of the story?
A Winning & the most imporfant

e with family is mors
impertant

€. You should always practica fo win
D. 15 okay fo ba upset cbout
losing

Y What is the meaning of the
phrase "snagged on an unnaticed
rock” in the context of the story?
A Jaspers foot gut cought en a rock
B. Jasper didt care about the rack
C. The rock was foo smal fo matter.
D. The rock moved in front of him

)

L Which phrase best explaing
why Jasper fel?

A He was tired from running
B. He tripped over a rack

€ He didn't run fasts

D. He was distracted

friends.

2 Why was Josper's father not
upset about losing the game?

A He didn't care about winning
B. He was more focused on
preparing Thanksgiving dinner.

C. He volued the time spent with
famiy and neighbers more

D He knaw they could win naxt fime

3 What lesson does Jasper

learn by the and of the sory?
reing s the most important

thing

B Spending time with family is more

important than wening

CY ud hways practice fo win

D It's ckay to be upset about

losing.

4 What is the meaning of the
phrase “snagged on on unnoficed
rock™ in the cortext of the story?
A Jospers fost got cought on  rock
b dide't see.

8 Josper dide't care obout the rock
€ The rack was foo small fo matter

D. The rock moved i fro

5. Which word from the story
could be a synonym for
“friumphant*?

A Vigtorious

B. Defeated

C. Irritated

D. Frustrated

6. How dous Jasper's atfitude
change from the beginning fo the end
of the story?

t and ands
B He bagins miserable and becomes
armoyed at the end
C.He is disorgonized at first but
content in fhe end

D. He is enthusiastic the whole time.

7. What is the theme of this
story?

A Winning is everything

B. Competthions ara more
important than friendships.
C. Gratitude is more valuable
than winning or lesing

D. Practics makes perfect.

B Which of the follawing is NOT o

reason why Jasper's dod thought the

game was shil importont®

ATt was @ trodifion with the

neighbore

B It brought everyone fogether fo

have fun
Winning would bring mars food for

honks g

D. It mads good memaries with farriby.

5. Which ward from the story
could be a synonym for
“triumphant “?

A Victorious

B Defeated

C. Irritated

D. Frustrated

. How does Jasper's atfitude
change from the begning fo the end
of the story?

A He etor s confident and ends
frumtrated but undersiondeg

B He bages mserchis and becomes
annoyed at the end

C He s disorganized af firat but
content in the nd

D. He is enthusiastic the whole time.

7. What is the theme of this
story?

A Winning is everything

B. Compatitions are more
important than friendships

C. Gratitude is more valuable
#han winning or losing

D Practice makes perfect

raasen why Jospars dod thought the
game was sl ?

A Tt wos  fradition with
[

B It brought everyone fogether o
have fun

€. Winning wauld bring mora faod for
Thanksgrng

mads good marartes with oy

9 Which figurative language s
used in the phrase: “He ran ke
a bolt of lightning.*

C. Metaphor
D. Personification

10. Why do you think Jasper holds
back hie tears aftar losing the game?
A He wants o seem mature in

of his father and neighbers

B.Ha is axhausted from playing the
game ol day long.

C. He dossrt think losing the game s
worth getting upset over.

D He redlizes that his father
woukdn't care about the game resulf

IL Which character trait best
describes Josper throughout
the story?

A Exasperated

B. Gracious

C. Impatient

D petitive

12 What could be an anfonym
for “opprooched” as used in the
story?

A Appreciative

B Advanced

C. Grateful

D. Deported

9 Which figurative language is
used in the phrase: “He ran bke
@ bolt of bghtning.”

A Simie

B Hyperbole

€. Metaphor

D. Personification

10. Why do you thik Jasper hokds
back hes tears af ter losing the garme?
A wants fo seem mature n front
of his father and neighbars

B. He is exhousted from playing the
game o day kng

C. Ha dossn't think losing the gama is
worth gettng upset over

0. He redizes that his father

woukdn't care about the game result

Il Which character froit best
describes Jasper throughout
the story?

A Exosperated

B. Gracious

€. Impatient

D Competitive

2 What could ba on anforym
for “approached” os used In the
shory?

A Appreciative

B. Advanced

C. Grateful

D. Departed

Write A, B. C, or D in each box.
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Print & Go

Choose the format

rite A, B, C. or D in each box

that works best for you!
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HOW TO USE THIS:

e pick and choose the
centers you want to use:
do what works best for
your class!

e give less than O centers
to students if you are
short on time

e give students the whole
day to complete all 10
centers/activities OR
spread the room
transformation out over
a couple of days

e use the hands-on centers
during your room
transformation and the
no-prep printables as a
review during your
reading block

P T

PARDONING TURKEYS

For many years, it has been a tradition for each US. president o pardon a turkey from
being eaten every Thanksgiving. So where did this tradition come from?

Historians believe it began with President Abraham Lincoln in I865. Lincoln’s son, Tad,
became upset when he learned a turkey was to be eaten. Seeing his son’s grief, Lincoln
decided to spare the turkey’s life. This grabbed the public’s attention and was a big story.

Then, a Rhode Island poultry dealer named Horace Vose began sending turkeys to the
presidents as gifts. This act turned info a tradition, with people from all over America joining
in. As this custom grew, it became a symbol of goodwill and holiday spirit.

President John F. Kennedy became the first fo rescue a Thanksgiving turkey. The turkey
was placed by a sign reading, “Good Eating, Mr. President.” Kennedy couldn’t bring himself to
eat it and sent him to a farm. This was the first official “presidential turkey pardon.”

As more turkeys arrived at the White House, additional presidents followed Kennedy by
granting pardons. First Ladies also joined the tradition by sending turkeys back to farms too.
In 1989, President George H. W. Bush made turkey pardoning official.

Since then, this Thanksgiving tradition has continued with every president. The turkeys

| >
YDA
Which sentence

summarizes the article?

This article discusses why a
turkey is pardoned at
Thanksgiving each year.

2.

By
XD -
Which sentence summarizes

Abraham Lincoln's role in the
history of “turkey pardoning”?

He was the first president to
spare a turkey’s life.

3.

Which sentence summarizes
the public’s reaction to
turkeys being pardoned?

The public loves to see the
turkeys pardoned and celebrates

them on social media.




What Skills are Included?

L N

. “Here I comel” Jasper bellowed, racing foward the endzone, gripping the football tightly in his hands. It was the
e a I . ay before Thanksgiving, and the neighborhood was dlive with excitement. Jasper's family and neighbors had gathered
in the cul-de-sac for their annual football game. It was a spirited tradition that had everyone eager to participate.
1 L s e

Jasper’s friend, Markel, darted by with a determined look. “You're not scoring this time, Jasper!” he taunted.

.

Y7

/m/

Jasper shot him a mischievous grin. “We'll see about that.”

)

|
0 b B
®

Character Traits

|. Which phrase best explains 2 Why was Jasper’s father not | 3. What lesson does Jasper Y. What is the meaning of the
:i;j . why Jasper fell? upset about losing the game? learn by the end of the story? phrase “snagged on an unnoticed
== A He was tired from running. | A He didn't care about winning. | A Winning is the most important rock” in the context of the story?
=
=

B He tripped over e rock B. He was more focused on thing. A Jasper’s foot got caught on a rock

C. He didn't run fast enough. preparing Thanksgiving dinner.

[ o
P c I nt o I ew D. He was distracted by his C. He valued the time spent with

HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH

B. Spending time with family is more | he didn't see.

important than winning B. Jasper didn't care about the rock.

0
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- o Sequencing _THE GREAT THANKSGIVING DOG ESCAPE

]

aunts, and uncles. It created an uproar that drowned out any appearance of peace. She would have preferred a

H

tranquil day spent in a quiet environment. However, her parents insisted that she Join the festivities rather than

i

retreat to her room.

"
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e« Summarizing
e Paragraph Writing
Text Evidence

“Hey, do you want fo play a game with us?” her cousin, Toby asked eogerly

[T

Vanessa grimaced at the idea. “No

mmmmunmmumnmnmmumumuuumumuunmmumumumumumuuumnmuum|||||muun||umu|
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING DOG ESCAPE
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Place the words in the correct spaces on the crossword puzzle.

N — | 2 =
_ - ] — —
- . = —
=Tl — —]
=) P h = - —
oA s = Across —]
= — 3 [ T} 3. Loud and full of energy, sometimes |
= = causing trouble. —]
‘A?E — 5.  Feeling really frustrated or annoyed. —]
~ — 5 ] ] [ |6 | 8. Walking quickly and confidently. =
) = 9.  Calm and peaceful, without noise or —
z = ] activity. =
r’c;: — 10.  To gather or come together as a —
e —— b y o — ——-
“ —] group. —|
s — — B ]
= = OL L T[] =
¢ = 4 Down =
=3 5 — 1. Shouted or yelled in a loud voice. =
— 2. Feeling like you want something —]

] — that someone else has. —

— 4. Alot of noise and activity that —

- ‘ y —

= ||0 I ' [ l | | | | causes confusion. =




The no prep printable
questions are

AMERICAN FOOTRALL: A THANKSGIVING TRADITION AMERICAN FOOTPRALL: A THANKSGIVING TRADITION

Using the passage, color the right statements green and the wrong statements red Using the passage, color the right statements green and the wrong statements red.

A Watching B.Many Americans | C. The trodition of | D. Only one game is | E. The NFL originally A Watching B. Many Americans | C. The tradition of | D. Only one game is | E. The NFL originally
professional football | enjoy watching football | Thanksgiving football | played on Thankegiving | organized up to six professional football | enjoy war rganized up o six
on Thanksgiving hae | on Thanksgiving allows famiies and | by the NFL games on Thankegiving on Thanksgiving has | on Tharke ames on Thanksgiving

become a popular friends fo come sach year become a popular ach year.
tradition among together. tradition amor
) @) @) e

F. The NFL was G. Americans have no | H. The history of 1 The first college | J. The tradition of F. The NFL was G. Americ e d i + a n The tradition of
created in the late inferest in the history | Thanksgiving footballis | football game held on | playing football on created in the late | inerest ir y laying football on
1800s. of Thank an 1g aspect | Thank was Thank isa of Thanke

football of the holiday. between Princeton recent phenomenon. football ecent phenomenon.
G G (D s 3 @Y ianl @
K. The tradition of L. Most Americans M. Thanksgiving N. Football is a recent | 0. Many Americans K. The tradition of L Most A q'u e S | o n o ). Many Americans

playing football on prefer watching football is not popular | addition to fool that football playing footbal on prefer wc sel that footbal
Thanksgiving began in | college football over | among famiies in the | Thanksgiving enhances their Thanksgiving began in | college fo nhances their

hanksgiving is a

the 1800s professional football | United States. @ traditions Thanksgiving the 1B0Os. professior hanksgiving
6000

@ . @ celebrations 00 elebrations. |||;

P The first Q. The Dallas Cowboys | R The Cowboys and | S. The National T. Football is not P The first Q. The Da Football is not
Thankegiving football | and Detroit Lions are | Lions do not play on | Football League (NFL) | related to history at Thanksgiving football [ and Detre., cooiv v | i oo pey = ceice cewgee wu =y -elated fo history at

gome took place in the two teams that | Thanksgiving Day was established in all until the year of game fook place in the two teams that | Thanksgiving Day. was established in oll until the year of
1920, play every 1920 1970. 1920. play every 170,
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other resources this

pairs well with:

Grab the 3-5 reading

room transformation

Or, add in some math to your themed learning day!

for additional passages!
THANKSGIVING ELA

= ETH GRA.DE'
MATH

MEGA

Lo When you purchase

CLASSROOM
seectas - =2em you save 00/ of f
" the price of the

THEME GRADES 3- 5 individua| resources!

DAYS! Add On Pack BundleI



https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Thanksgiving-Parade-Reading-Comprehension-Passages-Activities-3rd-4th-5th-Grade-6250099
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Thanksgiving-Parade-3rd-Grade-Classroom-Transformation-Math-Escape-Room-Game-4215345
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Thanksgiving-Parade-4th-Grade-Classroom-Transformation-Math-Escape-Room-Game-5015706
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Thanksgiving-Parade-5th-Grade-Classroom-Transformation-Math-Escape-Room-Game-5015715
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Classroom-Transformation-Room-Theme-Days-Reading-Comprehension-BUNDLE-8929194
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Comprehension-Passages-Theme-Days-Reading-Activities-Test-Prep-BUNDLE-9261802

classroom transformations
low prep, fun, and engaging!
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/128142-1st-Grade-Math-Room-Transformations-370490
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/128142-4th-Grade-Math-Room-Transformations-361790
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/128142-5th-Grade-Math-Room-Transformations-___________________________-391088
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/11088-Alphabet-Reading-Room-Transformations-759302
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/11088-2nd-Grade-Reading-Room-Transformations-711679
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/128142-Kinder-Math-Room-Transformations-542516
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/11088-Reading-Transformations-3-5-Reading-Comprehension-415414
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/11088-3-5-Reading-Transformation-Add-On-Packs-______________________-416800
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/128142-2nd-Grade-Math-Room-Transformations-391087
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/11088-Kindergarten-Reading-Room-Transformations-711619
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/11088-1st-Grade-Reading-Room-Transformations-711618
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Lifetime-Learner/Category/128142-3rd-Grade-Math-Room-Transformations-319479

Please Note:

10 00 /00 /01 00 00 /01 91 01 01 01 91 91 01 01 01 01 010101

« This is not a stand-alone room transformation.

« There are no decorations included.

« There are 10 reading passages and activities
provided.

« The questions are editable. The passages are not.

« The digital version is provided in Google Slides.

« This Add on Pack aligns with my math & reading

classroom transformations.

 Let me know if you have ANY questions! You can

email me at lindsaythelifetimelearner@gmail.com
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