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You can use this resource two ways:

— WELCOME TO THE ZOO =
Welcome to the Zoo! g Write the correct letter in sach box
Put @ check next fo each animal once you've seen fhat animal :_:./‘ %A"igchr. ) Frog r
oL]oL = _FRE
clo/lbIN & [
WL IO :
QS 1L
sLo s Il
o I
%Il"l“lll||||||||||||||||||||||||| L T T
Use the reading passages to OR use these task cards for
supplement your Zoo students to enjoy during your ELA
Room Transformation block on a regular day

You don't have to do a room transformation to use this resource.

These 30 task cards are no-prep and print & go.
Use them anytime during your ELA block!




HE CONTENT

These 30 test prep task cards are
perfect for reviewing a variety of
nonfiction reading skills.

V2: Write ABCD with Proof

WELCOME TO THE ZOO E ,

Werite the correct letter and proof WHY in each box. AT

V1: Write ABCD

T =

WELCOME TO THE ZOO

WELCOME TO THE ZOO

Writa the corract lattar in each bos

Write the correct letter in sach box.
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Students read each task card mark the correct answer
on their recording sheet.

2 Versions of the Recording Sheet:
Write ABCD and Write ABCD and Show Proof



2 Versions of Every Card Included for Students

Flamingos are a popular zoo animal. Visitors
enjoy watching them stand on one leg or dip
their necks fo feed. Their vibrant pink color,
caused by algae in their diet, is what people
notice most. If they did not eat algae, their
feathers would turn white or gray. Flamingos

are born gray and become pink as they grow.

Based on the text, what best describes the
meaning of vibrant?
A. Vibrant colers are yellow, pink, orange,
and green.
Vibrant colors are colors you can see in
the dark.
Vibrant colers are unimportant colors.

Vibrant colors are bright colors.

Goldfish are popular pets with a history of
over 1,000 years in China. They were syml::ols
of luck. In the 160Q0s, they spread to Japan
and Europe. By the mid-1BOO0s, they were in
the USA, where they were rare.

* They can live YO years with proper care.

* Groups of goldfish are called a “troubling.”
* They can change color over time.

* In winters, they hibernate like bears.

How does the bulleted list help the reader
better understand the information?
A. Tt shows why goldfish are good luck.
B. It provides quick, easy-to-read facts
about goldfish.
It shows a timeline of how goldfish
became popular worldwide.

It compares goldfish to

how they are different.

200 MULTIPLE CHOICE REVIEW
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Flamingos are a star attraction at many zoos. Visitors love
watching them stand gracefully on one leg for extended
periods or dipping their long necks into the water fo feed
However, the most striking feature of a flamingo is its
brilliant pink color. There’s nothing subtle or camouflaged
about their bold appearance. Their vibrant pink color comes
from the algee they eat, which contains pigments that color
their feathers. Interestingly, shrimp are pink for the same
reason. If flamingos stopped eating the clgae, their
feathers would likely turn white or gray. In fact, flamingos
are born gray and only develop their pirk color as they
grow and eat more algae.

Using context clues from the text, which description best
explains what vibrant colors are?

A Vibrant colors are yellow, pink, orange, and green.

B. Vibrant colors are colors you can see in the dark.
C. Vibrant colors are secondary colors.
D.

Vibrant colors are bright colors.

Goldfich are one of the most beloved pets worldwide. They have o
history dating back over a thousand years in China. They were
originally seen as symbols of good luck and prosperity. In the I600s,
gokdfich began o spread beyond China. First, they reached Japan
and later traveling o Europe through tradsrs and merchants. By
the mid-1800s, they had entered the USA, where they were rare.
Here are some faots about goldfish you might not know:

*  With proper care, they can live for over 40 years.
*  When in groups, they're called a "troubling,” not a scheol of
fish.
Goldfish can change their color over time.
They will eat anything small encugh to fit in their mouth.
During harsh winters outdoors, they sometimes hibernate, much

like bears.

How does the bulleted list in the passage about goldfish help the
reader better understand the information?
A. It explains why goldfish are considered good luck in different
cultures.
It provides quick, easy-to-read facts that highlight interesting
details about goldfish.
It shows the historical timeline of how goldfish became popular
worldwide.
It compares goldfish to other types of fish to show how they
are different.

Z00 MULTIPLE CHOICE REVIEW
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The basilisk lizard came from Central
America. It spends most of its time in trees
eating insects, fruit, and plants. Its bright
green color provides excellent camouflage.
Basilisk lizards live near water and can run on
the water’s surface for up to 20 feet. If
they sink, they can swim easily. This makes

them experts at escaping danger.
Which of the following is NOT a supporting detail

from the passage?

A. Basilisk lizards come from Central
America.
Their green color helps them blend into
trees.
They are able fo run on water for nearly

20 feet.

families.

In January 2020, wildfires burned 42 million
acres in Austradlia. This forced people and
animals to flee. Kangaroo Island, home to
endangered species, lost over half its land.
Many feared it would never recover. But,
within a year, conservation groups planted
seeds which helped vegetation grow. Today,

kangaroos and wildlife have returned.

Which sentence summarizes the main idea of

the passage?

A. Many kangaroos died in a 2020 wildfire.

B. Kangaroc Island has many animal species.

C. The recovery of the island shows how
important conservation efforts are.
South Austradlians care about

animals and habitats.

Z00 MULTIPLE CHOICE REVIEW
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One of the most fascinating lizards you might encounter at
a zoo is the basilisk lizard. This reptile originates from
Central America and spends most of its time in trees.
There, it feeds on insects, fruits, and other plants. Ite bright
green color helps it blend seamlessly info its leafy
surroundings and provides them with excellent camouflage.
Basilisk lizards always live near water, and their ability to
run on water sets them apart. With their small feet, they
can skim across the surface of water like a skipping stone
for nearly 20 feet before sinking. If they do sink, they are
excellent swimmers. Thus, they are highly skilled at escaping
danger.

Which of the following is NOT a supporting detail from the
passage?

PR

In January 2020, massive wildfires engulfed large portions
of Austrdlia. Approximately 42 million acres of land burned.
Both people and animals were forced to evacuate, losing
their homes and habitats. One of the hardest-hit areas was
Kangaroo Island in South Australia Tt was home to many
endangered species, including various types of kangaroos.
Over half of the island was reduced fo ash. This led many to
fear the land would never recover. However, just one year
later, the island began te bloom again with newly planted
trees and vegetation Thanks fo the efforts of conservation
groups, seeds were donated, and new plants were cultivated
This helped restore the land. Today, kengaroos and other
wildlife have returned to the land once blackened by fire.

Which sertence summarizes the main idea of the passage?

A, Many of Austrdlia’s kangaroos were killed by a wildfire

Differentiate and give
your students the
version best for them!
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A group called WWF has worked for
decades to save black rhinos. They found the
best way fo move rhinos was by tranquilizing
and hanging them upside down. While unusual,
this method has successfully relocated many
rhinos. Dr. Radcliffe first worried about
rhinos being harmed. But; he studied rhinos in
Namibia and found the effects were less
harmful than expected. He changed his view.

What was Dr. Radcliffe’s first point of view

on hanging rhinos upside down?

A. He believed it was the best method for
moving rhinos.

B. He supported the WWF’s method without
question.

C. He thought tranquilizing rhinos was
unnecessary for moving them.

D. He was concerned it may

cause harm.
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Eagles are birds found near water in the
northern hemisphere. Golden eagles are
brown with golden neck feathers and small
black beaks. Meanwhile, bald eagles have
white heads and large yellow beaks. Seeing
any type of eagle is breathtaking. Knowing

how they’re different makes it more special.

How are the sentences in the passage about

eagles connected?

A.  The text compares the looks of two
eagles.

B. The text explains how eagles live near
water.

. The text describes an eagle’s life cycle.
D. The text shows how their habitat

affects how they appear.

Who doesn’t love turtles? They are often
seen as shy creatures hiding in their shells.
Many think turtles carry their shells like
backpacks. But that’s a misconception. Their
shells are part of their skeleton and grow
with them. It offers fough protection from
predators. This built-in armor helps turtles
live long lives (one lived 188 years)! Sadly,
turtles still face threats. We can help by
protecting their homes and reducing ocean

waste.

What is a misconception about turtles’ shells?
A. Turtles can leave their shells behind.

B.
C. Turtles’ shells are not part of their skeleton.
D.

Turtles’ shells grow weaker over time.

Turtles’ shells are separate from their bodies.

Young walruses experience teething pains as
their tusks grow. Their tusks help them
defend, break ice, and lift themselves. To
ease discomfort as they grow, they rub their
tusks against objects. But this can damage
them. Zoos hire veterinary dentists to create
caps that protect tusks as they grow. Caps
fall off naturally, and dentists replace them
as needed. Veterinarians make sure zoo

animals stay healthy and comfortable.

What was the second problem mentioned
that is related to damaged tusks?

A. Difficulty finding food in the water

B. Difficulty getting out of the water

C. Not having proper dental care

D. Pain and discomfort from teething

Z00 MULTIPLE CHOICE REVIEW
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Frogs and toads look dlike but have multiple
differences. Frogs have strong legs for
leaping, bulging eyes, and smooth, slimy skin.
Toads have shorter legs for hopping, smaller
eyes, and rough, bumpy skin. Both lay eggs in
water, share similar life cycles, and eat

similar diets.
What do frogs and toads have in common?
Appearance, eggs, diet

Leg ability, eyes, skin texture
Appearance, leg ability, diet

S 0w >

Color, skin texture, skin

In South America, woodpeckers create tree
holes. Toucans often move into these vacant
places after they’re abandoned by
woodpeckers. Toucans live in family groups,
lay eggs in these “tree caves,” and care for
their chicks. Adults are known for their
bright orange beaks and black feathers.
Meanwhile, chicks have smaller beaks that
grow as they mature. Toucan beaks are tools
for breaking fruit and also help them stay

cool in South America’s heat.

What does the word vacant most likely mean

as used in the passage?
A. Broken or damaged

B. Dangerous or unsafe
C. Empty or unoccupied
D. Hidden or hard fo find

In the mid-I1800s, alligator skin was highly

valued for how strong it was and its unique

look. It was used for saddles and boots. The

demand nearly drove dlligators to extinction.

By the 1900s, efforts to save alligators

began. Later, they were listed as endangered.

This helped their population recover. Today

they are no longer endangered or hunted for

their leather.

What is the main idea of this paragraph?

A Alligator skin was popular for making
saddles and boots.

B. Group efforts saved the alligator
population from extinction.

C. Alligators became extinct due to using
their skin too much.

D. The demand for leather caused
problems for the dlligator.
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Interesting Tiger Facts

. Most tigers are nocturndl, which means
they sleep during the day and hunt at
night.

2. Ahit from a tiger’s paw can break your
bones!

3. Unlike house cats, tigers love the water.

Y. A group of tigers is called an ambush.

5. The Siberian Tiger is the largest wild cat,
weighing as much as 700 pounds!

Which of the following text features was
NOT used above?

A. Bold font

B. Ttdlics

C. Heading

D.  Numbered list
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athar ways to protect both bacrs and bass.

This poragrech is an exomgle of what fype of fext

shruchrs?

Sequencing

A
L) Compare and sontrast
€ Probem ond sokstion

D

Dascrigtion

For conturiss, scientists have chudied why 2ebras
have black and whito strpos Rassarcher Tim Caro
wggests the stripes sonfuse Flies The stripes make
18 hard for them fo land and kite. This would have
halpad 2bras’ oncestors survive Fles botharing
them. Bafore this, soma believed the sfripes ooted
o comouflage 0 zebras could Hide from fors. The
axoct purpese of zebra stripes is sl unclaor
From Tim Coro's persgactive, why do sebros have
?

To camcuflage and hide from lons
To maks an epticd usion 1o corfuss fiss
1t 18- form of e cordificning

Tt ie o way fo attroct mates

Elephants live in fomilies. A baby growe in it
mathars baly for twa years. Then, it jsins the hard
o sat piay and migrate The herd is led by an older
farncle who Finds food and safe ploces. At 10-6
yaars aid, slapharts find mates and start forndies
Elephants stay loyal fo their herd for their 60-70
yacrs of s ord meurn when ore dies
How cra the senferces in the passage about
elephonts conected?
A The tect explans how they solve problems ke
finding Food and chayng safe,
Tha text shows how on slephart-s octions
affect survival
The text compares an slephant's e fo ofher
e
The text describes the events of

an slephart's Ife in order

Eagles are birds found near mater i the northern
harmicghars. Goldon eagles are brown with golden
neck frathers ond small bladk beoks, Meanwhie, bald
scghes have whits heods and large yellow becks.
Seang any type of eagle is breathtaking Knowing
how they're dfferent makes 1t more speciol

How are the ssntences in the possage about sogles
sonnacted?

A The faxt compores the looks of two sagles.
B The faxt exploing how eogies ke near water
€ The taxt describes an saghe's Ife cych.

D The faxt thows how their habitat affests

how Hhey appear.

THE LIFETIME LEARNER

In the ed-1B00x, oligator chin wac highly valied for
hew strong it was and s uniae lock. Tt wes wsed fos
coddes crd baots. The demand recrly drove aligater s fo
axtinction. By the 00s, afforts to save digators
begen Later, thay wers Iefed as andangered. Thie

halpad thar populstion rucowr. Today they sre no

r andargared ot hunted for thar leathar

What is the main idea of fhis porog:
A Aligator skin was popuar for moking saddies and

5 ofForts saved the digator pepdation fram
o axtict duom o sng ther skin oo

0. Tha demand for leathar coused
problama for the allgater

Leapards are part of the sat famiy. Known for
ther dark sots, they are prefer being done. They
are great climbers and strang, which olows them fo
carry prey to tress o avid viltures Despite
bewg big predators lespards purr when happy (uat
ke houes cate)

“Leopards ars ferce and dangercus
predolors ¢
“They pull branche and vivas ke o

pulley syetem fo bring facd up.*

Brown bears love haney ond are willng fo gt sung
by bees fo get honey cut of beshives. The problem
arises when beors torget beckeeper hves This
causes destruchion. In stotes lke Michigan and
Maryland, slecire fences are used o protoct hvas
These fances dort harm beors but scare them
away. My hope that in the future we may find
sthar waye fo proect both bears and bass.

This parograph Is on ssomple of what type of fext

Efructure?
Sequencing

A

B Campare and contrast
c Problem and solution
D

Description

For conturies, sciertists hove shuded why zebros
have black and white strizes Ressarcher Tim Carc
suggests the stripes confuse flies. The siripes make
it hard for them to land and bite This weuld have
heiped zebros’ ancestors survive fles bothering

them Before this, some beleved the stripes acted
ax cameuflags bo zebras coud hida from bore Tha
exact purpose of 2sbra ctripes iz ol undear:

From Tim Caro's perspactive, why do zsbras have
tirges?
To comeuflage and hide fr.
To maka an aptic ilusion fo confuse flies
Tt is o form of ar conditioning
B is 0 way to atiract mates

Blephants lvs in Farnlios: A boby grows in e
mathar's bely for two years. Than, it oire the herd
o eat. pliy, and migrote. The herd s ked by on ckler
farnale who Finds faod and saf places. At 10-15
yocrs oid, elephants find mates and stort forbes
Elephants. stay loyadl to their herd for their 60-70
yoare of ife ard mourn whan cre e

slaphorts conmmcted?

A The text aupians how they solve problems ike
finding food and staying safe.
The text shaws how an elephant's actions
affact curviel
The text comparas an slephant's lifa fo ofber
animds.
The fext descrbes. the everts of
an alephont's ifs In order

Eogies ars birds found near water i fhe nertharn
hermisghere. Gokden sagies are brown with gokden
neck feathers and small black beoks. Meanwhie, bald
oaghes have whte haads and large yelow backe.
Sesig any type of sogls is breathtaking. Knowing
haw they're different mokes It rare special
How cre the sentences in the passage obeut eades
sernested?
The text compares: the locks of fwe sogles.
The faxt axploing how sagles bve near water
The taxt describes on soghe's bfa cycle
The taxt shaws how their habitat affacts
how thay appear.

" Lvne ursmime Learnen

Print & Go

Choose the format

Google Slides

that works best for you!




What Skills are Included?

et
? Nonfiction Skills:
=« Main Idea

- » Text Evidence

= « Problem & Solution
“ « Point of View

- » Text Features

.2 « Context Clues

- « Compare & Contrast
- « Sequencing

(A

e

@;“@“&\\1

N

~



pick and choose the
centers you want to use:
do what works best for
your class!

give less than 30 task
cards to students if you
are short on time

give students the whole
day to complete all 30
task cards OR spread the
activity out over a couple
of days

use the hands-on centers
during your room
transformation and the
no-prep printables as a
review during your
reading block

WELCOME TO THE ZOO
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@ Frog:

Hippo:

) 9’ Leopard:

Q\ Penguin:

7

Tiger:

Bald eagle:

Flamingo:

N¥

Kangaroo:

T

.

Monkey: [ &

Polar bear:

Toucan:

Brown bear: [

Giraffe:

Koala:

Panda: \y* ]

Rhino:

Turtle:

Elephant:

ég Goldfish: [~

Lion:

Parrot:

@ Sloth: |3t '

Walrus:

. ‘! Gorilla: |45

Lizard:

=
=
=
—

i

@ Snake: |F¥4

Zebra:

T

In the mid-1800s, alligator skin was highly

valued for how strong it was and its unique

look. It was used for saddles and boots. The

demand nearly drove dlligators fo extinction.

By the 1900s, efforts to save alligators

began. Later, they were listed as endangered.

This helped their population recover. Today

they are no longer endangered or huted for

their leather.

What is the main idea of this paragraph?

A Alligator skin was popular for making
saddles and boots.

B.  Group efforts saved the alligator
population from extinction.

C. Alligators became extinct due to using
their skin too much.

D.  The demand for leather cau sed

problems for the alligator. *

200 MULTIPLE CHOICE REVIEW

Leopards are part of the cat family. Known

for their dark spots, they are prefer being

alone. They are great climbers and strong,

which allows them to carry prey into trees fo

avoid vultures. Despite being big predators,

leopards purr when happy (just like house

cats).

Which statement explains how leopards bring

prey info trees?

A. "They are great climbers and strong.”

B. “._they don't like hanging out with other
leopards.”

C. “Leopards are fierce and dangerous
predators..”

D. “They pull branches and vines like a
pulley system to bring food up.”

THE LIFETIME LEARNER




The no prep printable
questions are

= ZOO REVIEW

In the mid-300s, abgator din becama o highly desirable leathar due o ite
durablty and oppearance. It woe widely used fo make saddes and boats for
Canfodarate troops during the American il War: Homever, the demand for
the loathar nearly drove abgators fo exfincicn By the md-1900s, cancerra
grew over the dlarming deciine in dligatar popuations. The prompted huge
consarvation effarte. In 67, algators were added 1o the endangered mesies
i, which aliswad their rumbars o recover. This remaricabie comeback is
coradered o powerful miccess drory for widife corservation Today, digators
e no langer andangered, and abgater leather ic o longer commenly ueed
What is the ma ides of this paragrgh?
Aligtor: in wa o lactiee uoed for saddies and boote during the Crel Wer.
Concarvation efforts helped cave the popuiation from near extinction
Aigators became endangered bacause ther dn wo overused in the
8008

The papudarity of leather cauced major prcbleme for the meciec

Loopards cre fsecinating mambars of the cat fordy. Whis thei striking dark
ote make tham etand out lecparde prafer soltude and eryoy beng eft obre
Unike other big cats, they don't fravel in groups becouse they are sobtary by
nature Lecpords are axcepfional clmbers and very resilent, which balps them
carry thar pray int trees o avod szavengers looking for o easy med
Athough they are fiar<e and chiled predatore. loparde share o aurprieng
wmiority with house cate: thay purr whan they are happy or relaxed

Usirg text avidence, which of the folowhg stabemants exploine how leopards

“_they don't Ik hanging cut with other leopards *
“Lecpards are fierce and dangercus predotors..*
“They pul branches and vines bk o pullsy syctem o bring

food up.

You might think waly do love herey To them
dicoverng @ bechive in the wid is Ik stumbiing upon a free candy store
They're even wiling o endure hundreds of panful bes stings to saticfy their
cravng The recl rouble arises when o bromn bear cafches the scert of o
beckoaper’s Hve. Drawn by the amal, they'l venture onbo farmland, caueing
dectruction in ther- queet for o sweet treat. In states bhe Michigan and
Marylnd. boskeepers have adked the goverrmant for hap fo ded with these
mossive drudars. Ose effective sclution hos bean the use of dlectric ferces
arcund hives. Wite the fences dont serioudly harm the bears, the mid slectric
shock is encugh o scare them away SHL many hope 1 find an even better
way to peotoct both the beare and fhe bees in the e
This paragraph is on examele of what fype of fext structurs?

Sequencing

Compare and contrast

Protiem and sslution

Descrigtion

For centuries, scientists have tried fo uncover the reasen behind zebras' back
and white etripes. Ressarcher Tim Caro ard ha feom propoced that zebra
stripes are meart to deter fles from biting them Ther studes showed that
the stripas create an opticel lkaion that confuses flea. This makes it dfficult
for Fles 40 land on the 2sbroa Tha adaptation would have been whd for
2ebrov’ ancestors, snce animals in the piaing are constantly harassed by Fles.
Bofore thie research, many beleved Charles Dorwin's 1870s theery that 2ebra
stripes were o form of camoufloge o bide from predaters ie lors, Whis
rumercus thaaries have been explored, the axact purpose of zebra stripas

remane a mystery

Frem Tim Coro's perapective, why do zstras have eripes?
To cameufloge and hide from lons
To create an opticd llusion fo confise fles
form of o conditioning

1 is @ way to attroct mates
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In the rmid4800s, aligator kin bacame o highly dedirable leather due 1o fts
durablity and appearance. It was widsly used %o moke saddes and boots for
Confaderate traope during the Amarican Civl War: However, the demand for
this loathar nearly drove aligators to extincion By the mid-900s, concerra
grew over the darming decine n aligator popations. The promated huse
conservation efforte In 197, digatore ware
et which dliswad thee rumbars 5 recover: T
contdared o powerfil asccess dory for widh
e 1o longer andangered ond algater leathe
Vihg man des of the paragregh

The popuiarity of leather cased major p

You might Hhirk s just o myh, but brown be
dicovering o bechve in the wid 1 Ike shambh u e
They're even wilng fo endure hundreds of pe.
cravig The real frauble arises when  browe
beckeeper's hive. Drawn by the amel, they'l «
dastrucken in ther quest for @ oweet treat
Maryland, beekeepers have asked the goverrr
massive itruders One effective sclution has |
around iver Whde the fences don't serteusly
shock is enough 5 scare them away St mor
way fo probect both the bears and the bees &«
Thie paragraph ie an esarmele of what fype of fext struchers’
A Sequencing
8 Campare and cortrast
Problem and solution

Jescrgten

A Alkgator din was o leather used for sodd

Concarvation efforts halped save the pop. . pards®
C. Algetrs bocane andergered bocovs th e | q n

1800

Leopards are fascnating mambars of the cat family Whis ther etriking dark

ot make them etand out leopards prefor sclifude ard enjoy berg left cbre

Unlko sther big cats, they dan't frovel in groups because they are witary by

natura Laopards are exceptiond clembers and very resilert, which holps tham

sarry ther prey o frees £ aveid scaveners looking for an easy medl.
opards thore a arprong
e happy or relared

nente axplore how leopards

St *

# recson behind zebros’ block
2am proposed that zebra

\ The- studes showed thot
' flos. This mokes 1t dfficult

ould have been vital for

stionl

constantly harassed by fles

wievs 18708 theery thet zebra

prodators bhe lore. Whis
zebro stripes

from Tim Caro's perspective, why do zebras hove eripes?
A To cameufloge and hide from lons.
an cpticd lluon 1o confuse fles
1 is @ form of air cordianing
1 s @ way to attrost mates
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o This is not a stand-alone room transformation.

« There are no decorations included.

 There are 30 task cards provided.

« The questions are editable. The passages are not.

 The digital version is provided in Google Slides.

« This Add on Pack aligns with my math & reading

classroom transformations.
 Let me know if you have ANY questions! You can

email me at lindsaythelifetimelearner@gmail.com
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