WHAT IS THIS?

It’s a bundle of HOO themed reading passages!

10 passages and activities in Keep scrolling
to see what'’s

all 40 themed sets! ‘heluded.




MAKE LEARNING FUN!

10 high-interest passages & activities
themed to make learning engaging
in 40 different themes! .

"l [ t h e s e p a s s a g e s :
Marty was always up for an adventure, bt foday

promised
e’m al C:: and Ben were about o enter o zero- gravity cbwrb.roT:: g
et d Was a once-in-g-
- ;\m f:'eprencnco the weightlessness of space without leaving Earth -
can't wait?" Marty exclamed. “I'm o tmas
s excited as a kid i g
dou.and me both,* Ben chimed in *This is going o ——

fo be out of this world"
~.'LOATING ON AIR MAZE

nding the correct defi
following the corroct answers. St eition of woch figurative

I
AT Tt was happeningl He
ked at the compgroun und.

ced in his seat as his mom par’ N e
quwrb;:m. o fun camping weekend with pals: swimmng. cmf;.;.l choh e
P I 't believe we're deap-ng mder the Big Dipper and Gemini" Ra
can't beli

CONSTELL

e for classroom

% What doas Chris mean

3. What does the word
“ruckisheod" most Vkely
mean in the passage?

transformations

2 What lesson does the
passage teach?

when he says, “The roin
dossnt have to win*?
A) They ehould compate

| Which character trait best
describes Derek af the

* longuage phrace and
A) I's mportont fo chways

2t 2t the firet astronaut and fiish ot the sec.

llHlllN““H“VUIIIIHN'IHHH

Today i They w 20d astronout. .

of the passage? Promised | Ful of d ere

b of he e | [ em o gt thron 0 be e Tewdyed | Floatingiike [ | is is going ® qQurin our ocC
A) Thought = 8) Aways bring oxira £) They shoud leave and ry crown jewel feathers caught| to be out of

e ;:":w‘ anvacks on a comping ir ¥ bact | 0) A auiet porsan ogen antber wedkend . in the wind 1hls world!*

e ©) Rainy weather & the 2

D) Generous

¢ as partner/small

Gravity
vanished like u Be” S grin

SPACE: LOVE OR HATE (- H = "2 W'jé'f"f'f‘?f‘%e
“Hey, Aaron! If you could visit any planet, which one would you pick?" Jake asked. ornzon

Aaron sighed. “None. Space is terrifying. It's a empty black hole. If I ever went, I'd get
lost forever!”

6. Which of the f8
NOT #rve cbout #

S, Which sentence from the
passage & an wxompe of
figurativa longuoge?

A) “Rochel nudged him”

passage?
A) The friends &8
begining of the §

group activities

e “I'm as excited

A .
. as a ki k " +
8) Dardk apologl Jake smirked "Wow.. it was just a question. Why do you hate space so much?” Christacn P I Ff:‘l, lighter ® gKIi racTrice
&
S ET::,':.,:?; Aaron hesitated and wae thausktfid hafars ancwsrina “Tte not that T hate it Tim et morninal* whis;e?r-
0) “Tha ground furned o cared. I don't know

thick mud

Py Joke jked, O SPACE: LOVE OR HATE

Mars or Saturn’s rin
Aaron looked do

Eoch character needs 6 boxes cobored in: 3 character traits and 3 senfences proving evidence of the traits

Optimistic

e as assessments

"It feels like

_ we're

SwWimming in the
air!"

g—1

THE LIFETIME CEARNGR

o for test prep

e e remediation

space and worries

about dliens.

READING PASSAGES + fast fincher activity
WITH ACTIVITIES + and morel

e enrichment
¢ themed days




HE CONTENT:

high-interest passages & activities
in 2 formats: hands-on & no prep!

JELLYFISH JINX

Abby played ot the edge of the surf. “This is the biggest castle everl” she said proudly
Her brother Max ran up. “What's that? A baby castle?" he teased, then kicked it down
“Waaahhh!" Abby screamed, running fo their mom. “Max ruined my castlel” she cried 3 CHO'CES JELLYFB“ JINX
Their mom sighed. "Max, timeout. You can't knock down her work.” Max groaned but Wirite A B or € in ach box
apologized. Their mom turned to Abby. “Want fo take o walk on the beach?" her mom asked | Why doss Mam put Mas in tmesut?
“Okay," Abby sniffled, taking her mom's hand
They strolled down the beach, passing kids splashing and shells along the tide. Suddenly,
@ 2 doas Mom walk wi
Abby shrieked. “AAAHH! Tt hurts] This bolloon hurt mel* T 3 = Ab\::‘? s Mo gt Tolig @ walk wilh
“What balloon?" her mom asked, rushing over. Abby clutched her foot, pointing at the

sand. It wasn't a balloor: it was a jellyfish

“Oh ne,” her mom said, scooping her up. “Jellyfish sting when you touch them Let's fix
it.” At the water's edge, she rinsed Abby's foot. “This will help.”

Back at the fowel, her mom dabbed rubbing alcohol on the sting *Almost done,” she Qt:d
When Finished, she handsd Abby a lolipop. Max sven gave Abby a hug in support

Abby's eyes lit up. "Mmm, watermelonl Thanks, Mormmyl” she said, smiling

Her mom laughed. “No mare stepping on balloons, okay?*

“Okayl" Abby giggled in agreement,
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With this version, students read the passage. Or in this version, students read the passage.
Then, they complete a hands-on center Then, they complete the activity in worksheet
you can laminate and re-use for form. This version is NO PREP and PRINT & GO!

years to comel Just as much fun as the hands-on centersl



2 Versions of Every Passage

Included for Students
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THE MEANDERING MOUSE =~ <»

Janice and her daughter Marissa sat at the vet with their cat named Oreo. Janice let out a
piercing scream. “Mom! What's wrong?” Marissa asked.

Janice's face was pale as she stood on her chair. She pointed toward the corner. Marissa
saw a small, brown creature dart by. “M-m-mouse,” Janice whispered.

Oreo tried to wriggle free from Marissa’s arms. The mouse scurried through a crack and
dashed info the path of a dog. “Oh nol” squeaked the mouse. She darted under a cabinet in the

exam room, caught her breath, and hurried down the hall. She found herself in the restroom. A

T

vet tech was washing her hands. “Eek!” she cried.

The mouse’s whiskers drooped. Why does everyone scream when they see me? she

—{ wondered sadly. As she scurried away, she bumped into Dr. Martin’s shoe. Instead of shouting,

== Dr. Martin scooped her up. “Hello,” she said kindly. “What brings you here?”

The mouse blinked in surprise. Dr. Martin wasn't afraid. She held the mouse with steady
hands and a warm smile. The mouse felt noticed: not as something to fear, but as a living

E creature with feelings.

THE MEANDERING MOUSE <>

One quiet afternoon, Janice and her daughter Marissa sat in the veterinarian’s of fice with their pet cat. Oreo

purred contentedly on Marissa’s lap. The waiting room’s conversations were interrupted when Janice let out a sudden,
piercing scream. “Mom| What's wrong?” Marissa exclaimed, startled

Janice’s face was pale as she stood, trembling, on her chair. She could only point toward the corner of the
room. Marissa followed her mother’s gaze and saw a smadll, brown creature darting across the floor.

“M-m-mouse,” Janice whispered, barely able to speak.

Oreo perked up, trying fo wriggle free from Marissa’s arms to join the chase. The receptionist, alerted by the
commotion, stepped into the room just as the mouse scurried through a crack in the door and into the hallway.
Unaware of the adventure ahead, the mouse dashed into an open exam room and straight info the path of a retriever

“Oh no, oh nol” squeaked the mouse as the Labrador ran toward her. To the mouse's relief, she darted under a
cabinet just before the playful dog could reach her. She caught her breath and hurried down the hall. But she found
herself in the restroom. This was where Katie, the veterinarian’s assistant, was washing her hands.

“Eekl” Katie cried, nearly leaping info the sink. The mouse’s whiskers drooped Why does everyone scream whe
they see me? she wondered sadly. As she scurried back into the hallway, she bumped right into Dr. Martin’s shoe.
Instead of shouting, Dr. Martin bent down and gently scooped her up

“Well, hello there,” Dr. Martin said kindly. “What brings you here, little one?”

The mouse blinked in surprise. Dr. Martin wasn't afraid She held the mouse with steady hands and a warm smile.

For the first time, the mouse felt noticed: not as something to fear, but as a living creature with feelings

Marissa watched from the waiting room, amazed. “Mom, look! Dr. Martin got the mousel”

Janice slowly sat back down. Dr. Martin walked toward the waiting room, still holding the mouse. “This little
adventurer seems harmless,” she said. The mouse gave a soft squeak of gratitude.

Oreo, still in Marissa’s arms, watched the mouse with twitching ears. By the time they left the vet's office,

TOMMY THE TURTLE <2

On the first Tuesday of January each year, Tommy made his way to the vet for a
check up. It was raining cats and dogs. It took him a long time to get there.

“Good morning, Tommy. What brings you here?” the receptionist asked

“I need to have my annual checkup. I also have a strange new pain in my neck.”

“Oh, killing two birds with one stone, I see,” said the receptionist.

When Dr. Michaels walked in, he examined the turtle but couldn’t find anything
wrong. The vet did tests with no luck. He decided to run even more. Tommy was
frustrated. “This is a wild goose chase. It doesn’t even hurt that bad. Forget itl”

“Better to be safe than sorry,” said Dr. Michaels. Sighing, Tommy Turtle shuffled

back to the testing room. Soon the final results were in. The vet was nervous to talk

about the elephant in the room since Tommy had gotten upset earlier.
“Let’s hear it straight from the horse’s mouth, doc. What is wrong with me?”

“I don’t mean to let the cat out of the bag,” said the veterinarian, “but you have a

T T TP
TOMMY THE TURTLE

Tommy the turtle was a wise old soul. On the first Tuesday of January each year, he made his way to the
veterinarian for a check up. On this particular Tuesday, it was raining cats and dogs. It took him a long time fo get
there because of his stubby little legs so he was out in the downpour for a while.

“Good morning, Tommy. What brings you here foday?” the receptionist asked as he slowly entered the waiting
room and approached the desk

“I need to have my annual checkup. I also have a strange new pain in my neck”

“Oh, killing two birds with one stone, I see,” said the receptionist.

“Yes, you know I come in the first week of January every year. But this year, I can’t seem to move my neck
like I should! I need the doctor to take a look at it so I can start to feel better,” Tommy replied

When Dr. Michaels walked in, he gave the turtle a thorough examination after hearing about his neck complaint
but couldn’t find anything wrong. The veterinarion did several tests and still couldn't find the source of the problem.
He decided to run even more tests. At this point, Tommy was getting frustrated. He had been here nearly the entire

o
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version best for them!




THE MAZE

Color your way through the maze by finding the correct definition of each idiom and fallowing
the carrect answers. Start at the pirate. Firih at the freasure.
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HOW TO USE THIS:

 pick and choose the
centers you want to use:
do what works best for
your classl

e give less than |0 centers
to students if you are
short on time

e give students the whole
day to complete all 10
centers/activities OR
spread the activities out
over a couple of days

e use the hands-on centers
during your whole group
lesson and the no-prep
printables as a review as
reading assessments

KFC IN JAPAN?

When you think of KFC, you probably picture an American fast-food chain. But in
Japan, it’s a Christmas tradition! Every December 24th, KFC restaurants have their
busiest day of the year. They sell 5-10 times more than usual Families pre-order months
in advance to get a bucket of fried chicken. But how did this tradition start?

It began in the 1970s, just a few years after KFC arrived in Japan. Back then,
Christmas wasn't celebrated much. Families didn’t eat a specific meal on Christmas.
Takeshi Okawara, a KFC manager, saw an opportunity. He said eating KFC on Christmas
was an American tradition. Eager Japanese families liked the idea and tried it.

Okawara took it further by dressing as Santa Claus at KFC stores. His plan worked
even better because Colonel Sanders already looked like Santa with his white beard.

Ancther reason for KFC's success was the lack of turkey in Japan. Since turkey
was rare, fried chicken became the next best option. KFC introduced meal packs with
fried chicken, salad, and cake. Families loved it, and KFC for Christmas became a
tradition. Today, 3.6 million people in Japan celebrate Christmas with KFC. The company

= still uses its famous slogan, “Kentucky for Christmas”. Thanks to his marketing genius,
Takeshi Okawara became CEO of KFC Japan from 1984 to 2002 What began as a small

sales idea turned into one of the most unique holiday traditions in the world!
THE LIFETIME LEARNER
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Why do KFC restaurants in
Japan sell more food on
December 24th?

Eating KFC for Christmas
became a popular holiday
tradition.

2. %
e

How did Takeshi Okawara
convince people that KFC
was a Christmas tradition?

He claimed it was an
American tradition and
dressed as Santa Claus.

3. P
s

Why did Colonel Sanders’
appearance help KFC's
Christmas marketing?

A

His white beard and
glasses made him look like
Sarta Claus.




What Skills are Included?

[T T
SOUP STARTED THE RESTAURANT PUSINESS

For as long as people have eaten, someone has been selling food. In ancient times,

travelers stopped at inns for meals, while people in cities gathered at taverns for drinks
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If you want to understand Michelin stars, you first need to think about tires. That
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