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Fillin the missing letter for each. Then, read what to do at the bottom.
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Clue #3: Right or Wrong

root - Does the picture match the word? Color the thumb in to show if you agree. p
5. food ’ stool ‘ hook ‘

Clue #4: Word Hunt .
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= The Case of the Mysterious Package
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The item in the box is someﬂ'\ing:
Y O U C A N R E A D

drool moon root hoop spoon shook foot tooth  broom  wood

Students complete a series of clues to figure out what’s in the mystery box!
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- HOW TO PLAY

Clue #1: Missing Letters 9 What’s in the Box?

w h at H a p pe n ed Y Fill in the missing letter for each. Then, read what to do at the bottom.

This morning, a mysterious box arrived on your

Figure out what's in the mystery box by solving each clue.

doorstep. You don't know what’s inside, but it's

up fo you to figure it out by completing a set

O'F c|ues. Fried ;hicken Flowers Busktbull Video Game

. Take a list of mystery items and then start

solving each clue.

2. Each time you solve a clue, you will get closer

to discovering what is inside the mystery box.

The item in the box does NOT have:

3.Cross out wrong boxes each time you find B: 5 letters H: 4 letters
Which letter did you see most often? W: 6 letters C: 8 letters

L: 9 letters P: 7 letters

Books

out new information. Good luckl
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Use that answer fo cross off wrong items.
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Each time students solve a clue, it will reveal what to cross out. @

When all clues are completed, the mystery will be solved



SKILL PRACTICE
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Fill in the missing letter for each. _
Clue #2: Multiple Choice

Circle the right answer and color in the matching box. Then read the bottom.
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A A. pool - red A. root - red A. zoo - red

B. moon - yellow B. noon - yellow B. boot - vellow B. goose - yellow

C. goose - blue C. tooth - blue C. broom - blue C. roof - blue 3
D. root - green D. stool - green D. tool - green D. tool - green
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A. moon - red A. food - red A. drool - red A. roof - red 5
3 & ot B. spoon - yellow B. moose - yellow B. pool - yellow B. root - yellow not in the b
Which letter did you se C. coop - blue C. room - blue C. goose - blue C. boot - blue 6 8 is not in the :x.
Use that answer to cross of f D. zoom - green D. coop - green D. zoo - green D. moon - green ox.
< THE LiFgTimg LEARNER
Choose the key below that matches how you colored the picture of the boxes.
The item is not a ball: The item is not a food: The item is not in a vase: The item can not be read:
if the picture has: if the picture has: if the picture has: if the picture has:
* Box 1: red * Box 5: yellow * Box 1: red * Box 5: blue * Box 1: red * Box 5: yellow * Box 1: yellow * Box 5: yellow g
* Box 2: green * Box 6: red * Box 2:blue * Box 6: red * Box 2:blue * Box 6: red * Box 2:blue * Box 6: red 5
* Box 3: yellow * Box 7: blue * Box 3: yellow * Box 7: blue * Box 3: yellow * Box 7: blue * Box 3: yellow * Box 7: blue §
* Box 4: green *+ Box 8: green * Box 4: green * Box 8: green * Box 4: green * Box 8: green * Box 4: green * Box 8: blue i

All clues focus on reviewing long & short OO.



MULTIPLE VERSIONS

Clue #1: Missing Letters

Fill in the missing letter for each. Then, read what fo do at the bottom.
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Clue #1: Missing Letters

Fill in the missing letter for each. Then, read what fo do at the bottom.

Clue #2: Multiple Choice

Circle the right answer and color in the matching box. Then read the bottom.

Clue #2: Multiple Choice

=

Circle the right answer and color in the matching box. Then read the bottom.
=l =

Clue #3: Right or Wrong

Does the picture match the word? Color the thumb in fo show if you agree

How many pictures were correct?

Clue #3: Right or Wrong

Does the picture match the word? Color the thumb in to show if you agree.

food ‘ stool ‘ hook

Clue #4: Word Hunt

Clue #5: Descrambler

Solve each question. When the letters are unscrambled, they will make up the cue.

A

1Correct = A meat is not is in the box.

2 Correct= A sport is not in the box.

3 Correct = A food is not in the box.

4 Correct = A pet that barks is in not in the box.

5 Correct = An animal is not in the box.
6 Correct = A game is not in the box.

7 Correct = A toy is not in the box.

8 Correct = A book is not in the box.

broom|
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hoop

The item in the box is something:
C AN R E A

drool  moon  root hoop  spoon  shook foot  tooth  broom

D

wood

Short & Long Options

Print & Digit

-

Clue #2: Multiple Choice

Circle the right answer and color in the matching box. Then read the bottom.

puze

A. hoop - red

8. moon - yellow
C. goose - blue
D. root - green

A pool - red
8. noon -~ yellow
C. footh - blue

D. stool - green

root - red

A
B. boot - yellow
C. broom - blue
D

fool - green

. 200 - red

A
B. goose - yellow
C. roof - blue

D,

tool - green
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moon - red

A. food - red

-
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A A. drool - red A. roof - red
B. spoon - yellow B. moose - yellow B. pool - yellow B. root - yellow
C. coop - blue C. room - blue C. goose - blue C. boot - blue
D. zoom - green D. coop - green D. zoo - green D. moon - green
Choose the key below that matches how you colored the picture of the boxe
The item is not a ball The item is not a food: The item is not in a vase:
If the picture has i the picture has If the picture has

*Boxfired  +BoxS5:yellow | [+Boxtired  * Box5:blve “Boxfred  * Box5: yellow
* Box 2: green * Box 6: red * Box2:blue * Box 6: red * Box2:blue * Box 6: red

* Box 3: yellow * Box 7: blue

* Box 4: green * Box 8: green

* Box 3: yellow * Box 7: blue

* Box 4: green * Box 8: green

* Box 3: yellow + Box 7: blue
* Box 4: groen * Box 8: groen

Clue #2: Multiple Choice

Circle the right answer and color in the matching box. Then read the bottom.

S

A hoop - red
8. moon - yellow
C. goose - blue
D. root - green

A. pool - red

8. noon - yellow
C. tooth - blue
D. stool - green

root - red
boot - yellow
. broom - blue

fool - green

4.

A. 200 - red

B. goose - yellow
C. roof - blue
D. tool - green

A. moon - red
B. spoon - yellow
C. coop - blue

D. zoom - green

A. food - red
B. moose - yellow
C. room - blue

D. coop - green

drool - red

A

B. pool - yellow
C. goose - blue
D,

200 - green

roof - red

boot - blue

A

B. root - yellow N\
C.

D. moon - green

(4

Choose the key below that matches how you colored the picture of the boxes.

The item is not o ball
if the picture has:
*Boxtired  * Box 5: yellow
* Box 2: green * Box 6: red
* Box 3: yellow * Box 7: blue

* Box 4: groen * Box 8: green

*Boxlired  * Box5:blue
* Box 2: blve
* Box 3: yellow * Box 7: blue

* Box 4: green * Box 8: green

The item is not o food:
if the picture has:

* Box 6: red

“Boxlred  * Box
* Box 2: blue
* Box 3: yellow * Box 7: blue

The item is not in a vase:

The item can not be read:

If the picture has:

ollow

* Box 6: red

* Box 4: green * Box 8: green

if the picture has
* Box T: yellow * Box 5: yallow
* Box 2:blue  * Box 6: red
* Box 3: yellow * Box 7: blue

* Box 4: green * Box 8: blue
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CVC OPTION AVAILABLE

What’s in the Box?

Figure out what's in the mystery box by solving each clue.

Fried Chicken

Flowers

Basketball

Video Game

Books

Robot Game

Differentiate within
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answer and color in the matching box. Then read the bottom
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Clue #5

Selve each queetion When fhe
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your small groups. Same clues. Same mystery. Different focusl

There is a version of the mystery included that reviews CVC Words (Short A, E, I, O, U).
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FAST FINISHER ACTIVITY
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a puppy

LET'S DRAW...
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If students finish early,
give them a
certificate of completion
and a directed drawing
to complete while others

continue working.



PHONICS MYSTERY BENEFITS
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* No Prep ) | | TH] ~

® Print and Digital Versions o @ &

* 34& 5 Clue Options L\ ‘

* Fun and Engaging

* Easy to Differentiate Clue #4: Word Hunt In lst grade, this works

* Encourages Critical Thinking broo > well as a whole group

* Aligns with Phonics Standards N Co lesson or in small groups

® Perfect for Review Days " at the feacher fable.

* Choice between 2 versions: Short &

Long 00 Mystery OR CVC Words

First graders will need

Mystery. You can even mix/match g\w ECll L% K teacher support fo
=5 A 5
Clues 'I'o Combine ‘l'he 2 Ski"s ‘|'oge‘|'her~ ,z‘l‘% +p %;%i H :{ Cross out the item that goes in a rGQd & Under‘S'l'Clnd +he
Wette that werd o 'rhl A hoop

(clues are interchangeable)! ' ——— clues/directions



WHY TEACHERS LOVE THESE!

Ordinary phonics worksheets can be boring and unoriginal.

You want activities that are fun and engaging, but also rigorous and meaningful to student learning.

PHONICS MYSTERIES ARE EXACTLY WHAT YOU’VE BEEN LOOKING FOR!

Clue #1: Missing Letters
Fill in the missing letter for each. Then, read what to do at the bottom.

Clue #2 Multlple Chou:e
Ealimilinl—

Clue #3: Right or Wrong
ict tch the word? Color the thumb in to show if you agree.

|

Clue #4: Word Hunt

oes the picture matdl 2
food ‘ stool

The Detective Agency sends
congratulations to:
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The Case of the Mysterious Package



WHAT MAKES READING MYSTERIES UNIQUE?
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Clue #1: Missing Letters 9

Fill in the missing letter for each. Then, read what to do at the bottom.

@ “ Reading

@
Reading Mysteries aren't just a copy of Math Mysteriesl —

The item in the box does NOT have:

B: 5 letters H: 4 letters
Which letter did you see most often? W: 6 letters C: 8 letters

Thev have brand lues. f g — Exam ple Pliwammmt e e
ey have brand-new clues, Tocus on reading skKills, an e
y | —— of Clue

even feature a different conclusion to the mystery. Clue #1: Picture Decoder ()
s 0 0 & s N
32 35 7 I~ 55 8 e

The only thing that stays the same is the list of

suspects students start withl

. SC 3 9T 35 32 13 3 4

M q t h 96-40 38-2 59-10 85-50 62-30 77-60 43-40 8-40
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then again during reading for double the fun.



GRAB A MATHMYSTERY: | MORE READING MYSTERIES:

Math Mysteries aren't just a copy of reading. They come with fresh clues, unique

Explore other grade levels to differentiate and keep every student engaged.

math challenges, and a new culprit, so students are solving an entirely different casel

|kinderi Ist i 2ndi 3rd i cvc1 kinderi 1st E 2nd1
4thi 5th rﬂft'iﬁ'y'?é’a?,fé;| GRADES ?I"RETE 8|':| GRaDESS
ﬂ *++

PHONICS MYSTERIES (] 51-
EXPLO RE BUY A BUNDLE The Suspect List

30 THEMES &
30 0

MYSTE RIES



https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/1st-Grade-Phonics-Mystery-Bundle-Reading-Games-Activities-Phonics-Escape-Room-10637608
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/4th-grade/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/5th-grade/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/3rd-grade/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&search=math%20facts&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/kindergarten/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/1st-grade/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/2nd-grade/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/3rd-grade/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600/elementary/kindergarten/5-to-10?search=kindergarten&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600/elementary/1st-grade/5-to-10?view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600/elementary/2nd-grade/5-to-10?search=2nd%20grade&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600/elementary/kindergarten/5-to-10?search=cvc%20words&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600/elementary/3rd-grade/5-to-10?search=parts%20of%20speech&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600/elementary/2nd-grade/5-to-10?search=grammar&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600/elementary/4th-grade/5-to-10?search=grammar&view=gridview

