WHAT IS THIS?

Clue #1: Descrambler g)
Look at the picture. Match it fo a word below. Write the lette it tc h on each

line. When the letters are unscrambled, they will make up the clue.
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Clue #2: Color the Mushrooms%)

Answer each question. Color in each mushroom. Then, read the bottom.

| chick || chop || chest || check || rchips || chin |

solve the

Clue 3: Fill in the Blank
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O~ the] [¢~ wand] [ =~ hor

.@ Color in all of the wh words.

Clue #5: Error Analysis

Does the picture match the word? Put a check or an X next to each answer.
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B@ A thick % Eiﬁshelf
-»E 1A thin % a—ﬁ"shlp

Q& & check ‘g;; m chat
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@ & chick ﬁﬁﬁ@ & thud

The suspect with the most correct answers is the thiefl

The Sus pect Llst

Read what the suspects had to say d bo'rwhe they were when the magic wand went missing.

THE LIFETIME LEARNER

The Case of the Missing Wand

Students complete a series of clues to figure out who took the missing wand!



HOW TO PLAY

line. When the letters are unscrambled, they will make up the clue . Read what the suspects had fo say abo fwhe they were when the magic wand went missing.

What Happened? . Qlue #tDesaambler P} | The Sus pect List

Uh oh! Your new magic wand went missing and you

don’t know who took itl It’s up to you to find out

where your wand might be.

/ < & \‘\

Unicorn

Solve each clue to figure out the mystery. Every

time you solve a clue, you will get closer to

ﬂ

The fhlef was no‘f in the:
F S T

shed shin shlp shell shut shelf

discovering where the treasure is! Good luckl

Each time students solve a clue, it will reveal which suspect to cross out.

When all clues are completed, the mystery of the magic wand will be solved!



SKILL PRACTICE

Clue

Look at the picture. Match
line. When the lefters are uns

#1: Descrambler

ite the letter
. rd below. Write
o e crambled, they will make up the clue.

next fo each vine on each

Clue #2: Color the Mushrooms

Answer each question. Color in each mushroom. Then, read the bottom.

chick

chop

chest

chin

check || chips

O ctoritred
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G  color it red

v —
- color it green ﬁ - color it green
i
o
T{T = color it yellow |[abe.]| - color it yellow

= &, e
T - color it blue @ = color it blue 00 - color it blue

What color mushrooms do you see? Find the key that matches for your next hintl

g’g - color i red

29, %4 - color it green

%}vﬁ = color it yellow

-

G - color it red
&

T cdorttred ST - coortt red
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ig*a - color it green

=color it green L, - color it green
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Cb - color it yellow [ - color it yellow Q& - color it yellow
GBP- color t blue

e
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@SQ)) - color it blue é,_ﬁg = color it blue

4155%» el

2 red mushrooms *  1red mushroom *  2red mushrooms * 1red mushroom
1blve mushroom *  Rbluemushrooms * 1blue mushroom * 2 blue mushrooms
* 1green mushroom * 2 green mushrooms * 2 green mushrooms 1green mushroom
* 2 yellow mushrooms * 1yellow mushroom * 1yellow mushroom * 2 yellow mushrooms
The thief does not have a The thief does not have The thief is animal with a The thief has a hat on
wand in their hand. any horns. long tail. their head.

THE LIFETIME LEARNER

THE LiFgTipg LEARNER

* Digraphs Review
* SH Words

* CH Words
* WH Words
* TH Words

All clues focus on reviewing digraphs!



Clue #1: Descrambler

Look at the picture. Match it fo a word below. Write the letter next to each vine on each
line. When the letters are unscrambled, they will make up the clue.

Clue #2: Color the Mushrooms

Answer each question. Color in each mushroom. Then, read the bottom.

Clue #1: Descrambler

Look at the picture. Match it fo a word below. Write the letter next to each vine on each I I |
aliaa. —Ls_

line. When the letters are unscrambled, they will make up the clue. [ e T o M I o

Clue 3: Fill in the Blank

Clue #2: Color the Mushrooms
o op] [Bl wnss] [ fv] [© fary] [B ot [T took]

Answer each question. Color in each mushroom. Then, read the bottom.

e T o T e T e T e

MULTIPLE VERSIONS

- Clue #4: Count Them
el ke Bk ol fpoy, Sl

Clue #5: Error Andalysis

Does the picture match the word? Put a check or an X next to each answer.

5 Clue

VerS|on

When you are done, read the words in order from top fo botfom | in each row o figure out the clue. 2
“THE LIFETIME LEARNER 0" 2_ - Za
% & chest

<\FK & chick mj & thud

The suspect with the most correct answers is the thiefl

Short & Long Options

shell .“/\g who

‘ shut

Print & Digital Forms

Clue #2: Color the Mushrooms

Answer each question. Color in each mushroom. Then, read the bottom.

chick | chop | chest || check chips chin

= color it red

EE/ = color it red E\[ - color it red }S: g - color it red %‘5 - color It red g:% - color it red

- calor i green 0 = colr it green

= color it yellow O - color it yellow

lor. it g )
colorttgreen .00 - colr f green

color it yellow Qp - color it yellow

color it blve

Clue #2: Color the Mushrooms

Answer each question. Color in each mushroom. Then, read the bottom.

Lchnck |L chop | ches'r |Lcheck| chips “ chm]

A
- color it green {E«i - color it green
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- color it yellow |[0bc.|  color it yellow

color it blue
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What color mushrooms do you see? Find the key that match

3[::‘* mus:rooms * 1red mushroom * 2red mushro
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The thief does not have o | THeMhiSEIdsee ot Have The thief is animq

wand in their hand. any horns. long all - color it yellow Klﬂ - color it yellow

i = color it vellow é - color it yellow

- color it yellow Q& - color it yellow
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What color mushrooms do you see? Find the key that matches for your next hinfl

'2'::: rrn":ssl;‘rrt;:r:‘s * 1red mushroom *  2red mushrooms * 1red mushroom
1 areen morheenrn 2 blue mushrooms *  1blue mushroom * 2 blue mushrooms
. B Fl 2 green mushrooms * 2 green mushrooms * 1green mushroom
yellow mushrooms *  1yellow mushroom * 1yellow mushroom * 2 yellow mushrooms
The thief does not have o | THEHISEIdBeE R Have The thief is animal with a | The thief has a hat on
wand in their hand. any horns, long tail. their head.




CVC OPTION AVAILABLE
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Clue #1: Descrambler Clue #2: Color the Mushrooms

Answer each question. Color in each mushroom. Then, read the bottom.
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The Suspect List

Read what the suspects had fo say about where they were when the magic wand went missing.

Clue #4: Count Them 9) §

= Color in all of the words
fip ending in -g:

Differentiate within your small groups. Same clues. Same mystery. Different focusl!
There is a version of the mystery included that reviews CVC Words (Short A, E, I, O, U).




— =

Detective Agency s.ends
congratulations to:

FAST FINISHER ACTIVITY

If students finish early,
give them a
certificate of completion
and a directed drawing
to complete while others

continue working.



PHONICS MYSTERY BENEFITS

* No Prep

® Print and Digital Versions

* 34& 5 Clue Options

* Fun and Engaging

* Easy to Differentiate

* Encourages Critical Thinking

* Aligns with Phonics Standards

® Perfect for Review Days

* Choice between 2 versions: Digraphs
Review Mystery OR CVC Words
Mystery. You can even mix/match
clues to combine the 2 skills fogether

(clues are interchangeable)!

In Ist grade, this works
well as a whole group

lesson or in small groups

at the teacher table.

First graders will need

teacher support to
read & understand the

clues/directions

7 words: Cross out Witch.
8 words: Cross out Troll.




WHY TEACHERS LOVE THESE!

Ordinary phonics worksheets can be boring and unoriginal.

You want activities that are fun and engaging, but also rigorous and meaningful to student learning.

PHONICS MYSTERIES ARE EXACTLY WHAT YOU’VE BEEN LOOKING FOR!
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Clue 3:F || in the Blank
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The Case of the Missing Wand

The suspect with the most correct answers is the thiefl



WHAT MAKES READING MYSTERIES UNIQUE?

Clue #1: Descrambler

Look at the picture. Match it to a word below. Write the letter next to each vine on eacl
line. When the letters are unscrambled, they will make up the clue.

©)\

Reading Mysteries aren't just a copy of Math Mysteries! @ —_
Thev have brand — gr— Exqmple s
ey have brand-new clues, Tocus on reading sKills, an
! - of Cluel

even feature a different conclusion to the mystery. Clue #1: Picture Decoder

ach line. Then, draw a line fo each match.
Ls'f hdoda*hbomolvhl

The only thing that stays the same is the list of %4 Y

IS @ 3 92 19

Yooy 24349 7445 Gets2 34842 34549 le4e4 6+7+6 5+243

suspects students start withl

The thief is NOT S‘

Use this decoder to help you figure
out what letter is equal to each

So, if you have both, students can play during math and

then again during reading for double the fun.



GRAB A MATHMYSTERY: | MORE READING MYSTERIES:

Math Mysteries aren't just a copy of reading. They come with fresh clues, unique

Explore other grade levels to differentiate and keep every student engaged.

math challenges, and a new culprit, so students are solving an entirely different casel

|kinderi Ist i 2ndi 3rd i cvc1 kinderi 1st E 2nd1
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PHONICS MYSTERIES (] 51-
EXPLO RE BUY A BUNDLE The Suspect List

30 THEMES &
30 0

MYSTE RIES



https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/1st-Grade-Phonics-Mystery-Bundle-Reading-Games-Activities-Phonics-Escape-Room-10637608
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/4th-grade/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/5th-grade/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/3rd-grade/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&search=math%20facts&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/kindergarten/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/1st-grade/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/2nd-grade/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/3rd-grade/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600/elementary/kindergarten/5-to-10?search=kindergarten&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600/elementary/1st-grade/5-to-10?view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600/elementary/2nd-grade/5-to-10?search=2nd%20grade&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600/elementary/kindergarten/5-to-10?search=cvc%20words&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600/elementary/3rd-grade/5-to-10?search=parts%20of%20speech&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600/elementary/2nd-grade/5-to-10?search=grammar&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600/elementary/4th-grade/5-to-10?search=grammar&view=gridview

