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Does the picture match the word? Color the thumb in to show if you agree.

brick trash
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branch

Clue #2: Right or Wrong pl

solve the

mystery

Clue #3: Descrambler gO)

Look at the picture. Match it o a word below. Write the letter next fo each jeep on each

line. When the letters are unscrambled, they will make up the clue.

Clue #4: Word Hunt

Fill in the first letter of each word.

Where is the Safari Group?
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Circle how many you chose in each box below. Then, read the phrase to know what to cross out. Nomes |mp
How many As did you How many Bs did you How many Cs did you How many Ds did you
circle? circle? circle? circle? =
1A = animal 1B=is 1C = four 1D = skin £
2 As = has 2Bs = bit 2Cs=a 2Ds = reptile 3
3 As = swim 3Bs = not 3Cs = the 3 Ds = black H
4 As = water 4Bs = likes 4acs=is 4Ds = green :

Students complete a series of clues to figure out where the safari group is!
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What Happened?

On the day of your safari, you woke up to find your

safari group missingl You need to figure out which animal

they are with. Help figure out where your safari group is

by solving clues and finding the right animal.

. Take a list of safari animals and then start
solving each clue.

2. Each time you solve a clue, you will get closer
to discovering which animal your safari group
is with.

3.Cross out wrong animals each time you find

out new information. Good luckl

Each time students solve a clue, it will reveal what animals to cross out.

When all clues are completed, the mystery of the safari group will be solved!
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HOW TO PLAY
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Where is the Safari Group?

Solve the clues fo figure out where the safari group is currently located.
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I have gray whi;-j

l I héve green scales. .
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‘ T have gray skin .
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Elephant

Giraffe

Name:




SKILL PRACTICE

Clue #1 Safari Photos

ot key at the bottom fo solve the clue!

me color as the camera they belong Wi en, find the corre
color a came! y bel ith. Then, fi th

Color the snapshots the sa

* Beginning Blends Review

* L Blends
* R Blends
* S Blends

Clue #2: Right or Wrong

Does the picture match the word? Color the thumb in to show if you agree.

bf'ick frqsh

., branch

sunk sled

THE LiFgT pe LEARNER
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In each box, color a thumbs up or a thumbs down to show if the picture is correct.

How many pictures were correct?

1 Correct = Cross out trunks . 5 Correct = Cross out stripes.

2 Correct= Cross out fur. 6 Correct = Cross out cats.

3 Correct = Cross out spots. 7 Correct = Cross out short tails.
4 Correct = Cross out skin. 8 Correct = Cross out long tails.

All clues focus on reviewing LRS Blends!



MULTIPLE VERSIONS
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Clue #1 Safari Photos

Color the snapshots the same color as the camera they belong with. Then, find the correct key at the bottom to solve the cluel

Does the picture match the word? Color the thumb in fo show if you agree.

Clue #2: Right or Wrong pl
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Clue #3: Descrambler

Look at the picture. Match it fo a word below. Write the letter next to each jeep on each
line. When the letters are unscrambled, they will make up the clue.

The animal they are near:

I § NO T G R A Y

stump  slp swim  stop  spin stick  skin  skunk  sled
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Clue #1 Safari Photos:%jg

Color the snapshots the same color as the camera they belong with. Then, find the correct key at the bottom fo solve the cluel

Clue #2: Right or Wrong

Does the picture match the word? Color the thumb in fo show if you agree.
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Clue #3: Descrambler

Look at the picture. Match it to a word below. Write the letter next fo euch Jjeep on each
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Print & Digital Forms

Clue #2: Right or Wrong

Does the picture match the word? Color the thumb in to show if you agree.

Clue #4: Word Hunt

Fill in the first letter of each word.

Clue #5: Multiple Choice

Tell what word each picture shows. Circle the right anewer. Then read the bottom

A~ Gk
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A spin A brick
spel B block

brick

Clue #2: Right or Wrong

Does the picture match the word? Color the thumb in to show if you agree.

In each box, color a thumbs up or a thumbs down to show if the pi

How many pictures were correct?

branch

brick trash

1 Correct = Cross out trunks .

2 Correct= Cross out fur.
3 Correct = Cross out spots.

5 Correct = Cross out stripes
6 Correct = Cross out cats.
7 Correct = Cross out short t

Version

Circle how many you chose in each box below. Then, read the phrase to know what to cross out.

How many As did you
circle?

1A = animal

2 As = has

3 As = swim

4 As = water

How many Bs did you
aircle?

1B=is

2Bs = bit

3 Bs =not

4 Bs = likes

How many Cs did you
circla?

1C = four
2Cs=a

3Cs = the
4Cs=is

How many Ds did you
circle?

1D = skin

2Ds = reptile
3Ds = black
4Ds = green

4 Correct = Cross out skin.

8 Correct = Cross out long ta

Short & Long Options

In each box, color a thumbs up or a thumbs down to show if the picture is correct.

How many pictures were correct?

1 Correct = Cross out trunks .
2 Correct= Cross out fur.

3 Correct = Cross out spots.
4 Correct = Cross out skin.

5 Correct = Cross out stripes.
6 Correct = Cross out cats.

7 Correct = Cross out short tails.
8 Correct = Cross out long tails.




Where is the Safari Group?

Solve the clues to figure out where the safari group is currently located.
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Meerkat Tiger Crocodile | Elephant

ot T have brsiwn spots. I have yellow fur. I have brown fur
QY =

Giraffe

Name:

CVC OPTION AVAILABLE
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Clue #2: Right or Wrong

Does the picture match the word? Color the thumb in to show if you agree.
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Clue #4: Word Hunt

Fill in the first letter of each word

ultiple Chojce
cle the right ancwer. Then read fhe botom
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Differentiate within your small groups. Same clues. Same mystery. Different focusl!
There is a version of the mystery included that reviews CVC Words (Short A, E, I, O, U).
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Detective Agency s.ends
congratulations to:
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You solved the myst !
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HER ACTIVITY

If students finish early,
) give them a
| certificate of completion
and a directed drawing
to complete while others
continue working.



PHONICS MYSTERY BENEFITS
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® Print and Digital Versions
* 3 &5 Clue Options Clue #4: Word Hunt In Ist grade, this works

Fillin the first letter of each word.

* No Prep

*  Fun and Engaging well as a whole group
* Easy to Differentiate
* Encourages Critical Thinking
*  Aligns with Phonics Standards
* Perfect for Review Days
* Choice between 2 versions: LRS Blends
Mystery OR CVC Words Mystery. You ' .
7 ] The animl does not have a | teacher support to

can even mix/match clues o combine - Aespot e swipe snack

e read & understand the

clues/directions

lesson or in small groups

at the teacher table.

First graders will need

the 2 skills together (clues are

interchangeable)!



WHY TEACHERS LOVE THESE!

Ordinary phonics worksheets can be boring and unoriginal.

You want activities that are fun and engaging, but also rigorous and meaningful to student learning.

PHONICS MYSTERIES ARE EXACTLY WHAT YOU’VE BEEN LOOKING FOR!

LET'S DRAW...

Clue #1 Safari Photos LET'S DRAW...

The Detective Agency sends

Color the snapshots the same color as the camera they belong with. Then, find the correct key at the boﬂ‘v to solve the clue! L a monkey
riig ailissens b B he-oret it bbb congratulations to:
.
Clue #2: Right or Wrong
Does the picture match the word? Color the thumb in to show if you agree.
brick trash . branch

e

s TN
Clue #3: Descrambler g@

Look at the picture. Match it to a word below. Write the letter next to each jeep on each
line. When the letters are unscrambled, they will make up the clue.

You solved the myst

‘ﬁ 112
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Clue #4: Word Hunt

Fill in the first letter of each word.

Clue #5: Multiple Choice Where is the Safari GI'OUP?

Tell what word each picture shows. Circle the right answer. Then read the bottom.

»@ &6

A sniff

Solve the clues to figure out where the safari group is currently located.

T have gray skin
—, JJ

8 [

Crocodile | Elephant

I have brown fur

95
e
Chimp

B. spin
C.  spot
D. spit

How many Cs did you
lo?

cirel
1C = four
2Cs=a

The Case of the Safari Adventure

3 Cs = the
4Cs=is




WHAT MAKES READING MYSTERIES UNIQUE?

Reading Mysteries aren’t just a copy of Math Mysteriesl

They have brand-new clues, focus on reading skills, and

even feature a different conclusion to the mystery.

The only thing that stays the same is the list of

suspects students start withl

So, if you have both, students can play during math and
then again during reading for double the fun.

Readmg IE

Example
of Cluel

Clue #1 Safari Photos {

Color the snapshots the same color as the camera they belong with. Then, find the correct key at the bottom to solve the cluel

laming plane

n animal

Clue #1 Plcture Decoder

All the answers blow are wrong. Find a match for each false equation to show the
e the decoder at the baﬁmf solve the clue.

%%Utg@) f«ﬂ

Use this decoder to help you figure
out what letter is equal to each



GRAB A MATHMYSTERY: | MORE READING MYSTERIES:

Math Mysteries aren't just a copy of reading. They come with fresh clues, unique

Explore other grade levels to differentiate and keep every student engaged.

math challenges, and a new culprit, so students are solving an entirely different casel

|kinderi Ist i 2ndi 3rd i cvc1 kinderi 1st E 2nd1
4thi 5th rﬂft'iﬁ'y'?é’a?,fé;| GRADES ?I"RETE 8|':| GRaDESS
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PHONICS MYSTERIES (] 51-
EXPLO RE BUY A BUNDLE The Suspect List

30 THEMES &
30 0

MYSTE RIES



https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/1st-Grade-Phonics-Mystery-Bundle-Reading-Games-Activities-Phonics-Escape-Room-10637608
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/4th-grade/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/5th-grade/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/3rd-grade/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&search=math%20facts&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/kindergarten/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/1st-grade/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/2nd-grade/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/3rd-grade/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600/elementary/kindergarten/5-to-10?search=kindergarten&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600/elementary/1st-grade/5-to-10?view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600/elementary/2nd-grade/5-to-10?search=2nd%20grade&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600/elementary/kindergarten/5-to-10?search=cvc%20words&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600/elementary/3rd-grade/5-to-10?search=parts%20of%20speech&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600/elementary/2nd-grade/5-to-10?search=grammar&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600/elementary/4th-grade/5-to-10?search=grammar&view=gridview

