WHAT IS THIS?

Clue #1: Descrambler

Put the correct letter on top of each matching answer at the bottom.

When the letters are unscrambled, they will make up the clue.

Clue #2: Right or Wrong?

Color in each thumb to show if each uppercase and lowercase letter pair is the same or different. g
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What letter does each word start with?
Write the answers on the blanks at the bottom.
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Circle the boxes that have a middle sound of “a”.
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Read the words you circled from left to right like a book to solve the clue.

The Suspect List

Q m As you solve each clue, cross out the kids who did not commit the crime. The kid left at the end is the culprit.
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Clue #5: Multiple Choice
Find the rhyming pair shown in each pair. Circle the right answer. Then read the bottom. 4 THE LIFETIME LEARNER
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- . S5 .‘%ﬂj .@ o5 . X The C f the Missing Pencil
I 2 ' B e .ase o e ISsing renci
A fun and gum A bed and fed A bbandrib A regandtag
B.  yum and fun B. begandleg B. hid and lid B.  can and fan
C hum and yum C. hen and pen C. rig and wig C ham and dam
D.  hum and gum D. net and jet D.  win and pin D. bat and cat
a green hair

tie.

A him and rim A mad and sad cut and nut A dogand jog
B. dig and pig B. con ond fan 8 bud ond mud B.  box and fox
C. binond fin C.  mat and pat C. pup and cup C.  dot and pot
D. fix and mix D. laband cab D.  bunandrun D. job and rob

Circle how many you chose in each box below. Then, read the phrase for a hint about the thief.

How many As did you How many Bs did you How many Cs did you How many D& did you

circle? circle? circle? circle? -
1A=They 1B=no 1C=bag 1D = hat. i
2 As = She 2Bs = have 2Cs = big 2Ds = ponytail. :
3 As=He 3Bs=is 3Cs=a 3Ds = blue. H
4As=It 4Bs = can 4.Cs = the 4Ds = shoes. g

Students complete a series of clues to figure out who took the missing pencill



HOW TO PLAY
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Clue #1: Descrambler

w h a t H a e n e d , Put the correct letter on top of each matching answer at the botom.
[ ] When the letters are unscrambled, they will make up the clue.

Oh nol You brought your new pencil to school today but it went

The Suspect List

out the kids who did not commit the crime. The kid left at the end is the culprit.

missing while you were at recess. It’s your job to find out who o P =

&0

took the missing pencil.

Take a suspect list and then start solving each clue.

Each time you solve a clue, you will get closer to discovering
who the culprit (thief) isl

Cross out wrong suspects each time you find out new

Place the correct letter on top

information. Good luck! of each matching answer.

The thief is not wearing..
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mop  box  leg map  cup
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Each time students solve a clue, it will reveal which suspects to cross off.

When all clues are completed, the mystery of the missing pencil will be solved!




SKILL PRACTICE

* Kindergarten Phonics Review
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All clues focus on reviewing kindergarten phonics skills!



Clue #1: Descrambler

Put the correct letter on fop of each matching answer at the bottom.
When the letters are unscrambled, they will make up the clue.

Clue #2: Right or Wrong?

Color in each thumb fo show if each uppercase and lowercase letter pair is the same or different. E%
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Clue #3: Descrambler 9

What letter does each word start with?
Write the answers on the blanks at the bottom.
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Clue #1: Descrambler

Put the correct letter on fop of each matching answer t the bottom.
When the letters are unscrambled, they will make up the clue.

Clue #2: Right or Wrong?

Color in each thumb fo show If each uppercase and lowercase letter pai is the same or different.
T T

Clue #3: Descrambler

What letter does each word start with?
Write the answers on the blanks at the bottom.

Clue #4: Find It!

Circle the boxes that have a middle sound of “a”.
Read the words you circled from left to right like a book fo solve the clue.

Clue #5: Multiple Choice 9
Find the rhyming pair shown in each pair. Circle the right anewer. Then read the botom.

5 Clue
Version

Circle how many you chose in each box below. Then, read the phrase for a hint about the thief.

How many As did you How many Ba did you How many Ce did you How many Ds did you
circle? circle? circle?

1A= They 1B=no 1D = hat.

2As = She 285 = have 2Ds = ponytail,
3As=He 3Bs=is 3Ds = blve.
4As=It 4Bs = can 4Ds = shoes.

Short & Long Options

Clue #4: Find It!

Circle the boxes that have a middle sound of “a”.

Read the words you circled from left to right like a book to solve the clue.

MULTIPLE VERSIONS

the girl boy
Y0

k@ hop

Ty dig ‘Q‘ sad

Werite the phrase on the line. Cross the wrong people of f you

web

THE THIEF IS NOT SITTING DOWN

Clue #4: Find It!

Circle the boxes that have a middle sound of “a”.
Read the words you circled from left to right like a book fo solve the clue.

Write the phrase on the line. Cross the wrong people off your list.

THE THIEF IS NOT SITTING DOWN




CVC OPTION AVAILABLE
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Clue #2: Right or Wrong?

e Color in each thumb fo show if each CVC word matches the picture.

letter
Put the correc!
\When the letters o® e unscf

The Suspect List

As you solve each clue, cross out the kids who did not commit the crime. The kid left at the end is the culprit.

Clue #4: Find It!

Circle the boxes that have a middle sound of “a”.
Read the words you circled from left to right like  book to solve the clue.
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Write the phrase on the line. Cross the wrong people of f your list

THE THIEF IS NOT SITTING DOWN

..............

Differentiate within your small groups. Same clues. Same mystery. Different focusl!
There is a version of the mystery included that reviews CVC Words (Short A, E, I, O, U).
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e Detective Ag.en :
™ congratulations to:
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Ton solved the mystéry! |
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If students finish early,
give them a
certificate of completion
and a directed drawing

to complete while others

continue working.
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PHONICS MYSTERY BENEFITS

2R

Print and Digital Versions

3 & 5 Clue Options

Fun and Engaging

Easy to Differentiate
Encourages Critical Thinking
Aligns with Phonics Standards

Perfect for Review Days

Clue #4: Find It!

Circle the boxes that have a middle sound of “a”,
Read the words you circled from left to right like a book fo solve the clue.

the girl boy thief

b A plg hop @ pan

"
dig . . sad

Werite the phrase on the line. Cross the wrong people off your list.

Choice between 2 versions: Phonics Review
Mystery OR CVC Words Mystery. You can

even mix/match clues to combine the 2 skills

THE THIEF IS NOT SITTING DOWN

fogether (clues are interchangeable)!
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In Ist grade, this works
well as a whole group

lesson or in small groups

at the teacher table.

First graders will need
teacher support to
read & understand the

clues/directions



WHY TEACHERS LOVE THESE!

Ordinary phonics worksheets can be boring and unoriginal.

You want activities that are fun and engaging, but also rigorous and meaningful to student learning.

PHONICS MYSTERIES ARE EXACTLY WHAT YOU’VE BEEN LOOKING FOR!

Clue #1: Descrambler

Put the correct letter on top of each matching answer ot the bottom.

Clue #2: Right or Wrong"

r in each thumb fo show if each CVC word matches the picture.

Clue #3: Descrambler

What letter does each word start with?
Write the answers on the blanks at the bottom.

Clue #4: Find It!

Circle the boxes that have a middle sound of “a”.
Read the words you circled from left fo right like a book fo solve the clue.

Clue #5: Multiple Choice

d the rhyming poir each pair. Circle the right answer. Then read the bottom

Bes By Ue.s l@f}

A fun ond gum A bed and fed A bbandrib rag and tog
B yum and fun B begond leg 8 hidandld B‘ can and fon
C. humand yum C. hen and pen C rigand wig C. hamand dom
D, hum and gum . et and jet D.  winandpin D.  bat and cat

F Gos

A him and rim A mod and sad
B dgand pig B conond fan
C. binandfin C. mat ond pat
D fixond mix D lob and cab

Circle how many you chose in each box below. Then, read the phrase for a hint about the thief.

The Detective Agency sends
congratulations to:

meLsa.
AN 11/2 (AU/:

The Suspect List

out the kids who did not commit the crime. The kid left at the end is the culprit.

How many As did you How many Bs did you How many Cs did you How many Ds did you
crce? croe? crcle? orce?

1A =They 1B=no 1C=bag 1D = hat.

2 As = She 2Bs = have 2Cs = big 2Ds = ponytail.
3As=He IBs=is 3Cs=a 3Ds = blve.
4As=1t 4Bs=can 4Cs = the 4Ds = shoes.

LET'S DRAW... " LET'S DRAW...
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solve the

mystery

THE LIFETIME LEARNER

The Case of the Missing Pencil




WHAT MAKES READING MYSTERIES UNIQUE?

Clue #1: Descrambler

Put the correct letter on fop of each matching answer at the bottom.
When the letters are unscrambled, they will make up the clue.

Readmg

!m 'm

Reading Mysteries aren’t just a copy of Math Mysteriesl

They have brand | f ding skl q EXCImpIe e e
ey have brand-new clues, focus on reading skills, an of Clue

even feature a different conclusion to the mystery. Clue #1: Picture Decoder

Find each answer. Then, draw a line to each match. Last, use the decoder at the bottom tfo solve the clue.

DO AW I &A6 6
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The only thing that stays the same is the list of

suspects students start withl

So, if you have both, students can play during math and i

then again during reading for double the fun.



GRAB A MATHMYSTERY: | MORE READING MYSTERIES:

Math Mysteries aren't just a copy of reading. They come with fresh clues, unique

Explore other grade levels to differentiate and keep every student engaged.

math challenges, and a new culprit, so students are solving an entirely different casel
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PHONICS MYSTERIES (] 51-
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/1st-Grade-Phonics-Mystery-Bundle-Reading-Games-Activities-Phonics-Escape-Room-10637608
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/4th-grade/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/5th-grade/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/3rd-grade/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&search=math%20facts&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/kindergarten/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/1st-grade/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/2nd-grade/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/3rd-grade/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382?search=MINI%20BUNDLE&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600/elementary/kindergarten?search=kindergarten%20phonics&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600?search=1st%20grade%20phonics&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600?search=2nd%20grade%20phonics&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600?search=CVC%20WORDS&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600/english-language-arts/grammar?search=parts%20of%20speech&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600/english-language-arts/grammar?search=2nd%203rd%20grade%20grammar&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600/english-language-arts/grammar?search=4th%205th%20grade%20grammar&view=gridview

