Clue #1: Error Analysis

Do the words rhyme? Put a check or an X next to each answer.
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Clue #2: Picture Decoder

Find each answer. Then, draw a line fo each match. Last, use the decoder at the bottom to solve the clue.
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Clue #3: Color the Zoo 9
What does each word begin with? Color in each Then, read the bottom.
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Clue #5: Find It!
eX ’T Q Circle the boxes that start with shr.
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Werite the phrase on the line. Cross

THE ANIMAL IS BLACK AND WHITE

Students complete a series of clues fo figure out what animal escaped the zool



HOW TO PLAY

Clue #1: Error Analysis What Animal Escaped?

w hat H a ppened L4 Do the words rhyme? Put a check or an X next to each answer.

Read the hint from the kid with the least correct answers.

Solve the clues fo figure out what animal is missing at the zoo.

An animal has escaped from the zool You need to

know what animal it is so the animal can be located.

Help figure out which animal is missing by solving the

clues.

. Take a list of animals and then start solving

i N 2 % 5
each clue. %)@B*H ring string S»g\) m split spot

2. Each time you solve a clue, you will get closer

to discovering what animal is missing. %ZLECJ splat rat T-JL ¥ strap stick

3.Cross out wrong animals each time you find

- , Penguin | Flamingo |Polar Bear
out new information. Good luck! oR ) & ink chell 2" st fii 9 9
. € sprint walk shrink she e it strip flip Name:

Each time students solve a clue, it will reveal what animal(s) to cross out.

When all clues are completed, the mystery of the zoo animal will be solved!



SKILL PRACTICE

* 3 Letter Blends Review

* THR Words
* SPL Words
* STR Words
* SHR Words
* SCR Words
« * SPR Words

Rt * Beginning Sounds

Clue #1: Error Analysis p

X next to each answer.
hyme? Put a check or an
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Clue #2: Picture Decoder

Find each answer. Then, draw a line o each match. Last, use the decoder at the bottom to solve the clue.
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Forest Zone.

Kglﬂ\ © ring string
Ol
& ETAE splat rot

| m sprint walk

The animal = = = s Y
does not —_/ - 04
have B i T T £=

Use this decoder to help you figure

All clues focus on reviewing 3 letter blends!




MULTIPLE VERSIONS

Clue #1: Error Analysis p

Do the words rhyme? Put a check or an X next to each answer.

Clue #2: Picture Decoder ¥

Find each answer. Then, draw a line to each match. Last; use the decoder at the bottom to solve the clue.

Clue #3: Color the Zoo

What does each word begin with? Color in each Then, read the bottom.

O ser - color it red
Q o - coo t green
Q ep- color t yelow
O e - color s

¢ 2red
* 2blue

* 3blue

* 2blue

+ lgreen + Ogreen - 1green
+ 1yellow « tyellow - 10 yellow

The animal does not go in a The animal does not have The animal does not have
tree. long legs. spots.

Clue #1: Error Analysis p

Do the words rhyme? Put a check or an X next to each answer.

?

Clue #2: Picture Decoder

Find each answer. Then, draw a line to each match. Last, use the decoder at the bottom to solve the clue.

Clue #3: Color the Zoo

What does each word be: ? Color in each Then, read the bottom.
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Clue #5: Find It!
Circle the boxes that start with shr.
Read the words you circled from left to right like a book to solve the clue.

trunk

stretch

Write the phrase on the line. Cross the wrong animal off your lst.

THE ANIMAL IS BLACK AND WHITE

Short & Long Options

Clue #3: Color the Zoo

What does each word begin with? Color in each Then, read the bottom.
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Q ser - color it red

Q ser - color it red

O sr - color it red

O she - color it green (1 shr - color it green 0 shr - color it green

Q) spl - color it yellow [ spl - color it yellow Q spl - color it yellow
Q str - color it blue Q str - color it blue Q str - color it blue

Q ser - color it red
Q she - color it green
Q3 pl - color it yellow O sl - color it yellow
Q str - color it blue O str - color it biue

What color signs do you see? Find the key that matches for y¢

Q ser - color it red
0 shr - color it green

* 2red

* 2bluve

* 1green
* 1yellow

The animal does not go in a

tree.

* 3red

* 2blve

* Ogreen
* 1yellow

The animal does not have

long legs.

* R2wed
* Biblue
* Oigreen
.+ lyellow

O ser - color it red
Q chr - color it green
Q sp! - color it yellow
Q str - color it blue

Clue #3: Color the Zoo

What does each word begin with? Color in each Then, read the bottom.
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Q ser - color it red Q ser - color ¢

t red Q ser - color it red

Q s - coor it green O shr - color it green 3 shr - color It green
p spl - color it yellow (gl - color it yellow Q spl - color it yellow
Q str - color it blue Q0 str - color it blue Q0 str - color it blue

L BI0:

Q ser - color it red Q ser - color it red Q ser - color it red
O ehe - color it green O he - color it green 0 shr - color it green
Q <l - color it yelow O gl - color it yellow 0 opl - color it yellow

Q str - color it blue

What color signs do you see? Find the key that matches for your next hintl

O st - color it blue Q st - color it blue

¢ 2red * 3red * 2wed * 2red

* 2blue * 2blve * Biblue * 3blue

* 1green * Ogreen * Digreen * 1green

* lyellow ¢ lyellow * lyellsw * 10 yellow

The animal does not go in a The animal does not have The animal does not 186y | [ The animal does not have
tree. long legs. ogge. spots.




OPTION AVAILABLE
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Find each answer. Then, draw a lne to each match. Last, use the decoder at the bottom o solve the clue.

Clue #1: Error
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What Animal Escaped?

Solve the clues to figure out what animal is missing at the zoo.
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52 the wrong animal off your. st

Write the phrase on the lng, Cro,

Flamingo |Polar Bear

Penguin

Name:

What word is left? Write it on the line.

The animal has
THE ANIMAL IS BLACK AND WHITE

ﬁve__ letters.
e o

Differentiate within your small groups. Same clues. Same mystery. Different focusl!
There is a version of the mystery included that reviews CVC Words (Short A, E, I, O, U).
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If students finish early,

give them a
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certificate of completion
and a directed drawing

to complete while others

continue working.



Print and Digital Versions

3 & 5 Clue Options

Fun and Engaging

Easy to Differentiate

Encourages Critical Thinking

Aligns with Phonics Standards
Perfect for Review Days

Choice between 2 versions: 3 Letter
Blends Mystery OR CVC Words
Mystery. You can even mix/match
clues to combine the 2 skills fogether

(clues are interchangeable)!

In Ist grade, this works

Clue #4: Word Hunt Cross out all TAI words ®
well as a whole group
| 5 lesson or in small groups
at the teacher table.

throne theigh

First graders will need

throat
What word is left? Write it on the line. l |P -I-e a C h e r S u p p O r+ +0

The animal has I

_five letters. , read & understand the

uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu

clues/directions



WHY TEACHERS LOVE THESE!

Ordinary phonics worksheets can be boring and unoriginal.

You want activities that are fun and engaging, but also rigorous and meaningful to student learning.

PHONICS MYSTERIES ARE EXACTLY WHAT YOU’VE BEEN LOOKING FOR!

Clue #1: Error Ana|y5|s i The Detective Agency sends | LET'S DRAW... . LET'S DRAW...
|__asnake |

Do the wards rhyme? Put o chack or cx X niext to such answar. ! congratulations to: : o snoke
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Clue #2: Picture Decoder

. | 1

ind each answer. Then, draw a line to each match. Last, use the decoder at the bottom to solve the clue. l n E Q’ |
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: You solved the mystﬁ .

Clue #3 Color the Zoo i “ ”/2 A—M

What Animal Escaped?
Clue #5 Flnd lt' es to figure out what animal is missing at the zoo.

y .
Circle the boxes that start with shr. N
solve the clue. Tlive in the Mountain| Llive in the Forest,

N

Peacock

Polar Bear

The Case of the Missing Zoo Animal




WHAT MAKES READING MYSTERIES UNIQUE?

Clue #1: Error Analysis p

Do the words rhyme? Put a check or an X next to each answer.
Read the hint from the kid with the least correct answers.

The animal is not

1=
Reading
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SR eplat rat
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Reading Mysteries aren’t just a copy of Math Mysteriesl

They have brand-new clues, focus on reading skills, and

Clue #1: Right or Wrong?

What shape is in each box? Color the thumb in o show if you agree.

even feature a different conclusion to the mystery.

The only thing that stays the same is the list of

suspects students start withl

So, if you have both, students can play during math and

7 Correct = Cross out the penguin.

then again during reading for double the fun.




GRAB A MATHMYSTERY: | MORE READING MYSTERIES:

Math Mysteries aren't just a copy of reading. They come with fresh clues, unique

Explore other grade levels to differentiate and keep every student engaged.

math challenges, and a new culprit, so students are solving an entirely different casel

|kinderi Ist i 2ndi 3rd i cvc1 kinderi 1st E 2nd1
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PHONICS MYSTERIES (] 51-
EXPLO RE BUY A BUNDLE The Suspect List

30 THEMES &
30 0

MYSTE RIES



https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/1st-Grade-Phonics-Mystery-Bundle-Reading-Games-Activities-Phonics-Escape-Room-10637608
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/4th-grade/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/5th-grade/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/3rd-grade/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&search=math%20facts&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/kindergarten/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/1st-grade/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/2nd-grade/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/3rd-grade/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600/elementary/kindergarten/5-to-10?search=kindergarten&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600/elementary/1st-grade/5-to-10?view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600/elementary/2nd-grade/5-to-10?search=2nd%20grade&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600/elementary/kindergarten/5-to-10?search=cvc%20words&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600/elementary/3rd-grade/5-to-10?search=parts%20of%20speech&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600/elementary/2nd-grade/5-to-10?search=grammar&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600/elementary/4th-grade/5-to-10?search=grammar&view=gridview

