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Clue #3: Error Analysis 9

Does the picture match the word?
Read each open syllable word. Decide if the picture matches the word. Put a check or an X.

Which Donut Was Stolen?

Solve the clues to figure out which donut went missing from the donut shop.

Clue #5: Descrambler

P

Look at the picture. Match it to a word below that has been split into two syllables. Write the letter next to each
shop on each line. When the letters are unscr
3

ambled, they will make uj

5 P

The missing donut does not have:
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tic/ket  a/corn

hel/lo

blan/ket  si/ren

he/ro

pump/kin

/ey hel/met
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THE LIFETIME LEARNER

Case of the Mlssmg Donut

S

Glaze Donut

Jam-Filled Donut

¥

Donut Holes

d

Chocolate Drizzle

&

Apple Cruller

Sprinkle Donut

Chocolate Swirl

W,

Cream Filled

Name:

Students complete a series of clues to figure out what donut was stolen!




HOW TO PLAY

Clue #1: Fill in the Blank & Which Donut Was Stolen?

What Happened?

regiee] *°P en | A fat N Jjam Solve the clues to figure out which donut went missing from the donut shop.
NS TG (& &
Someone has stolen a donut from the donut shop! The owner — — = ] [ | /ﬁ\ z
wants your help to figure out what flavor was taken. Solve the = §§§ A : s O N J
= — 9 2N, ( =
clues fo figure out what donut was taken and solve the 3¢ back | [ o) IR met e / ; N/ @
| S - A_A/ Q
mys‘l‘ery. Read each word below. Find the matching picture above. Then write the word in each box.
Take a d I d th | | Word: Werd: i Glaze Donut Jam-Filled Donut Donut Holes Chocolate Drizzle
ake a donut list and then start solving each clue. S B F
g basket @ the muffin @ does rabbit :g)fa on

Each time you solve a clue, you will get closer to discovering S W\ //\\\ //_\\
which donut tak 3 S /@;\\
SIS S magnet @ stolen kitten @ have cactus @ the ( )J] \ &\\_j)) )
Cross out wrong donuts each time you find > - \\ v N & =
S =

out new information. Good luck! = S
napkin ;:n donut button @ frosting mitten i Apple Cruller Sprinkle Donut Chocolate Swirl Cream Filled

Name:

When you are done, read the words in order from top to bottom } in each row o figure out the clu?;mm

Each time students solve a clue, it will reveal what donut to cross out.

When all clues are completed, the mystery of the missing donut will be solved!



SKILL PRACTICE

Open & Closed Syllable Review:
* Closed Syllable Words

ysis * VC CV

. * Open Syllable Words
PRET. e V/CV

Circle the right
answer and color in
the picture. Then

read the bottom. '\1’]
2 < y g E[i D)
A pond - pink door A donut - pink window A silver - pink girl M & Ldrew a donys -
buske-]- o B.  penny - purple door B dinner - purple window B.  sister - purple girl
C.  point - yellow door C. doctor - yellow window  C silent - yellow girl
D. pony - blue door D. dragon - blue window D.  slide - blue girl

Ri e * Open Syllable Words

my piano

lesson starte
d.
magnet [5< "
H

= ° V/V
* Identify Open Syllable

soccer - pink roof pepper - pink cup

paper - purple cup

ticket - pink bag
salad - purple roof

spider - vellow roof
spike - blue roof

tiny - purple bag

read the wo poster - yellow cup tulip - yellow bag

tiger - blue bag

oo w®»
oo w»

When you are done,

oo ®>»

painter - blue cup

Choose the key below that matches how you colored the picture of the donut shop.

Cross out swirl donyt Cross out jam donyt Cross out glaze donut Cross out cream donut
If the picture has: if the picture has: if the picture has: if the picture has
blue door *  blue door blue door pink door &
pink window purple window pink window pink window z
yellow girl + yellow girl blue girl yellow girl 3
yellow roof + yellow roof yellow roof purple roof £
purple cup +  pink cup purple cup *  purple cup 1
blue bag *  blue bag yellow bag +  pink bag H

All clues focus on reviewing open & closed syllable words!



MULTIPLE VERSIONS
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Clue #2: Color the Donut Shop

Circle the right
answer and color in

Circle the right
answer and color in
the picture. Then
read the bottom.

Clue #2: Color the Donut Shop

TR Circle the right
B 5 J#@L answer and eolo i
\ § 87 PR

Clue #3: Error Analysis

pond - pink door donut - pink window silver - pink girl

penny - purple door dinner - purple window

sister - purple girl
silent - yellow girl
slide - blue girl

oo >
°oo >

A
B.
Clue #3: Error Andlysis s ovionml i Moo
D.
Does the picture match the word?
Read each open syllable word. Decide if the.picture matches the word. Put a check or an X.

pony - blue door dragon - blue window

=2

soccer - pink roof

Clue #5: Descrambler 9

Look at the picture. Match it fo a word below that has been split into two syllables. Write the letter next to each
shop on each line. When the letters are unscrambled, they will make up the clue.
——

pepper - pink cup ticket - pink bag
paper - purple cup

poster - yellow cy
¥¢ P

salad - purple roof

spider - yellow roof
spike - blue roof

tiny - purple bag
tulip - yellow bag
tiger - blue bag

o0 ®>»

A
B.
C.
D.
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painter - blue cup

Choose the key below that matches how you colored the picture of the donut shop.

Circle the right

Cross out swirl donut Cross out jam donut Cross out glaze donut Cross out cre anawarsand colocin
If the picture hos f the picture has: f the picture has
donut because of his & @®  play a video game. 3\ My violin teacher gave me blue door *  blue door *  blue door the picture. Then
o 2] a donut for doing well pink window +  purple window +  pink window read the bottom.
diet. yellow girl « yellow girl + blue girl A A pond - pink door A donut - pink window A siver - pink girl
yello\ln roof : y'.“:w roof » yc“u:« roof pur::- roof g B pemny - purple door B dinner - purple window  B. sister - purple girl
. . . purple cup pink cup purple cup purple cup C. point - yellow door C. doctor - yellow window ~ C.  sllent - yellow girl
Which donut had the most correct answers? Keep the donut with the most correct answers. blue bag *  blue bag + yellow bag +  pinkbag c
D pony - blue door D. dragon - blue window  D. slde - blue girl
Cross out the 2 donuts with less correct answers on your donut page. [—— °

tic/ket ofcorn hello blan/ket si/ren he/ro pump/kin oy  hel/met

Short & Long Options

soccer - pink roof

pepper - pink cup ticket - pink bag

g A

B B salad - purple roof paper - purple cup B tiny - purple bag
c
D

CC  spider - yellow roof
DD spike - blue roof

poster - yellow cup

tulip - yellow bag

oo wm>

painter - blue cup tiger - blue bag

Choose the key below that matches how you colored the picture of the donut shop.

Cross out swirl donut Cross out jom dongt Cross out glaze donut Cross out cream donut
If the picture has IF the picture has f the picture hae If the picture has:
biue door * blue door * blve door * pink door
pink window * purple window * pink window pink window

yellow giel “ yellow giel * blua girl “ yellow gi
lve girl yellow girl

yellow roof + yellow roof “ yellow roof * purple roof

purple cup * pinkcup * purple cup  purple cup

blue bag * bluebag * yellowbag * pinkbag




Which Donut Was Stolen?

Solve the clues to figure out which donut went missing from the donut shop.

CVC OPTIO

&

Glaze Donut

Jam-Filled Donut

Donut Holes

Chocolate Drizzle

&

Apple Cruller
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Sprinkle Donut

N

Chocolate Swirl

W,

Cream Filled

Name:

AVAILABLE
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A fat - pink bog
B fon - purple bag
C. fun- yellow bog
D fox-

x pet

ou colored

Clue #4: Word Hunt
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The missing donut does not have:

Cross out the following pictures:

= > & 13 {1 [} | The donut has no
What word is left? 'm' m
Write the word on the line.

on it.

Differentiate within your small groups. Same clues. Same mystery. Different focusl!

There is a version of the mystery included that reviews CVC Words (Short A, E, I, O, U).
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FAST FINISHER ACTIVITY

LET'S DRAW...
| If students finish early,
Fj ? 6% LLT'S DR W. give them a
certificate of completion

and a directed drawing

to complete while others

continue working.




PHONICS MYSTERY BENEFITS

/

No Prep

Print and Digital Versions

3 & 5 Clue Options

Fun and Engaging

Easy to Differentiate

Encourages Critical Thinking

Aligns with Phonics Standards
Perfect for Review Days

Choice between 2 versions: Phonics
Mystery OR CVC Words Mystery.
You can even mix/match clues to combine

the 2 skills together.

Cross out all:

open syllable words.

What word is left? Write the word on the line.

Ideas for Use:

Use as a mini lesson

during whole group
time

During small groups
In partners

In table groups

For fast finishers



WHY TEACHERS LOVE THESE!

Ordinary phonics worksheets can be boring and unoriginal.

You want activities that are fun and engaging, but also rigorous and meaningful to student learning.

PHONICS MYSTERIES ARE EXACTLY WHAT YOU’VE BEEN LOOKING FOR!

Clue #1: Fill in the Blank
(A [ O WA W o W[ =[5

Clue #2: Color the Donut Shop

i The Detective Agency sends
congratulations to:

@ meLs

/2

LET'S DRAW.... | LET'S DRAW. .

AN

Clue #3: Error Ana|y5|s ?|
Does !he pidure mut:h Qhe word?
ict or an X.

——— —

The Case of the Missing Donut



WHAT MAKES READING MYSTERIES UNIQUE?

Reading Mysteries aren’t just a copy of Math Mysteriesl

They have brand-new clues, focus on reading skills, and

even feature a different conclusion to the mystery.

The only thing that stays the same is the list of

suspects students start withl

So, if you have both, students can play during math and
then again during reading for double the fun.

_ Clue #1: F||| in the Blank
O) ] = B [
s @ wee donut yum . ea

e @ the  bi

w. Find the matching picture above. Then
Word:

muffin i)io: does

D stolen itfen @ have
i @ donut button @ frosting
N you ar lon

e done, read the words in order from top to bo‘Homl in each row to figure out the
€ UrETee aRner

net |52
7o

Clue #1: Find It!

Circle the boxes that equal $0.50.
Read the words you circled from left to right like a book to solve the clue.

| r—

smallest sprinkles
an TwoNquapters Five ies and

oks /- does ole
rter Ten nickels Two nrefefs and
MCIth e o] | & | e
have) chogblate fruit ﬁ"mg
Five s and OneNdjp€ and 2 q:nickds and

Werite the phrase on the line. Cross the wrong donuts off your lst.

The. donut does not have {'\llin/q
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GRAB A MATHMYSTERY: | MORE READING MYSTERIES:

Math Mysteries aren't just a copy of reading. They come with fresh clues, unique

Explore other grade levels to differentiate and keep every student engaged.

math challenges, and a new culprit, so students are solving an entirely different casel

|ki“de'i Ist i 2ndd 3rd i CVC‘ kinder' Ist i 2nd '
4th | 5th | ~wves K=5H GRADES EXRTon GR&DES5
www m&NTD!:! |iﬁ GRA&:AAR
PHONICS MYSTERIES 2ND

EXPLORE BUY A BUNDLE The Suspect List

30 THEMES ==
30 0

MYSTE RIES



https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/14033387
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/4th-grade/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/5th-grade/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/3rd-grade/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&search=math%20facts&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/kindergarten/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/1st-grade/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/2nd-grade/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/3rd-grade/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382?search=MINI%20BUNDLE&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600/elementary/kindergarten?search=kindergarten%20phonics&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600?search=1st%20grade%20phonics&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600?search=2nd%20grade%20phonics&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600?search=CVC%20WORDS&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600/english-language-arts/grammar?search=parts%20of%20speech&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600/english-language-arts/grammar?search=2nd%203rd%20grade%20grammar&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600/english-language-arts/grammar?search=4th%205th%20grade%20grammar&view=gridview
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