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Clue #1: Find It!

Circle the boxes that have a picture that matches the sentence.
ou circled from left fo right like a book fo solve the clue.

solve the
mystry
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Clue #3: Error Analysis p

Q f
™ Does the picture match the word? Put a check or an X next to each answer.

Clue #4: Word H

What Went Missing?

Figure out what musical instrument went missing by solving each clue.
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Clue #5: Descrambler

Look at the picture. Match it to a word below. Write the letter next to each star on each
line. When the letters are unscrambled, they will make up the clue.
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fower destroy ground royal point  frown

Students complete a series of clues to figure out what instrument is missing|

T

Name:
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What Happened?

Last night, you went to a rock concert. But as the band

was playing, one of their instruments suddenly went

missingl Now you have fo figure out which instrument

disappeared based on the clues.

|. Take a list of instruments and then start

solving each clue.

2. Each time you solve a clue, you will get closer
to discovering which instrument went missing.

3. Cross out wrong instruments each time you

find out new information. Good luck!
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Clue #1: Find It!

Read the words you circled from left to right like a book fo solve the clue.

Q Circle the boxes that have a picture that matches the sentence.
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Clouds came in just as the

rock star began to sing. to every town around

@ play ,W on Q drum
(D)

The rock star found a T
My dog starts to howl when coin fower someone threw fo
T put music on fo decide which song to play. him.

had noodles
show for dinner
slam
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LJ hit hands
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The rock star- fold us he afe The rock star’s wife had on Many kids wanted fo join the
an oyster for knch a shiny gown, rock star’s band

Werite the phrase on the line. Cross the wrong instruments of f your list.

no stars on this instrument

What Went Missing?

Figure out what musical instrument went missing by solving each clue.
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Trumpet

Acoustic Guitar

léyboard

Electric Guitar

Name:

Each time students solve a clue, it will reveal what instrument to cross out.

When dll clues are completed, the mystery of the missing instrument will be solved!



SKILL PRACTICE

Diphthongs Review:

* | and 2 Syllable Words
* 0L, OY, OU, and OW Words

* Error Anadlysis

Clue #1: Find It!

ﬁ that have a picture that matches the senfence.
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Clue #2: Color the Instruments

e Circle the right

L 5 jf answer and color in

7 the picture. Then
read the bottom.

O town - color it red O bounce - color it red

Q spoil - color it red

O tower - color it yellow 0O mouse - color it yellow O poison - color it yellow

* Reading Sentences

* Match Picture to Word
* Missing Middle Sound (Diphthong)

U towel - color it green 0 house - color it green

Q foil - color it green
Q frown - color it blue 0 sound - color it blue

Q point - color it blue

The rock star told us he ate
an oyster for lunch

Q oil - color it red O destroy - color it red [ cowboy - color it re:

Q soil - color it vellow 0 joyful - color it yellow
Q coil - color it green
0 boil - color it blue

d
no stars

a toy - color it yellow

Q annoy - color it green [ royal - color it green

Noise,
O voyage - color it blue O soy - color it blue —=

el
Choose the key below that matches how you colored the picture of th

€ music.
Cross out 2-word instruments Cross out l-word instruments Cross out black and white keys Cross out string instruments
if the picture has: if the picture has: If the picture has: if the picture has:
* 1yellow * 2yellow *  Riyellsw * 2yellow
2 red * 1red * Rired * 1red
2 blue ¢ 2blue *  Wbloe * 1bluve
* T1green * 1lgreen *  Ngreen * 2green

All clues focus on reviewing diphthongs!



RPN Clue #1: Find It! g)

Q Circle the boxes that have a picture that matches the sentfence.
Read the words you circled from left to right like a book to solve the clue.

Clue #2: Color the Instruments %@

Clue #3: Error Analysis p

Does the picture match the word? Put a check or an X next to each answer.
Read the hint from the kid with the most correct answers.

Cross out the Cross out the Cross out the
instr ents you
hold i

big show.

0/ The boy dreamed of being '\ % He made a scowl
)d The rock star wore a ‘@’ a rock star. ' %) when he forgot the
=) b Yg 7

pouch on his waist.

song.

)
%%s»‘e used her oice o 3 The drums made a lot
&) sing on stage. of noise.

Short & Long Options
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MULTIPLE VERSIONS
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RPN Clue #1: Find It!

a Circle the boxes that have a picture that matches the sentence.

Read the words you circled from left to right like a book to solve the clue.

Clue #2: Color the Instruments

Circle the right

Clue #3: Error Andlysis

P

P

Does the picture match the word? Put a check or an X next to each answer.

Clue #4: Word Hunt

Write Ol, OY, OU, or OW in each box. Then, read the bottom

Clue #5: Descrambler

Look at the picture. Match it fo a word below. Write the letter next to each star on each

line. When the letters are unscrambled, they will make up the clue.
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Clue #5: Descrambler 9

Look at the picture. Match it o a word below. Write the letter next fo each star on each
line. When the letters are unscrambled, they will make up the clue.
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Clue #5: Descrambler

Look at the picture. Match it to a word below. Write the letter next to each star on each

line. When the letters are unscrambled, they will make up the clue
You do not have to
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What Went Missing?

Figure out what musical instrument went missing by solving each clue.
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Clue #4: Word Hunt

Fil in the first letter of each word.

11t does not sit on the

What letter did you write the most? Circle it. Wirite word on ine.
+ J=drum + H=box
+ M = floor + B=hand M .
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Differentiate within your small groups. Same clues. Same mystery. Different focusl!

There is a version of the mystery included that reviews CVC Words (Short A, E, I, O, U).
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If students finish early,‘“

__ancte__li} give them a

I(J/ ZJ 3% LET'S‘DRAW

certificate of completion

a tqmbourine .

and a directed drawing
to complete while others

continue working.
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No Prep

Print and Digital Versions

3 & 5 Clue Options

Fun and Engaging

Easy to Differentiate

Encourages Critical Thinking

Aligns with Phonics Standards
Perfect for Review Days

Choice between 2 versions: Phonics
Mystery OR CVC Words Mystery.
You can even mix/match clues to combine

the 2 skills together.

Clue #4: Word Hunt

Write Oi, OY, OU, or O

W in each box. Then, read the bottom.
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What diphthong did you write the most? Circle it. Write word on line.
* oi =drum * oy =box
* ou = floor * ow = hand

It does not sit on the

FLOOR

uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu

Ideas for Use:

Use as a mini lesson

during whole group
time

During small groups
In partners

In table groups

For fast finishers



WHY TEACHERS LOVE THESE!

Ordinary phonics worksheets can be boring and unoriginal.

You want activities that are fun and engaging, but also rigorous and meaningful to student learning.

PHONICS MYSTERIES ARE EXACTLY WHAT YOU’VE BEEN LOOKING FOR!

| LET'S DRAW...
RPN Clue #1: Find It! The D LLTS DRAW ...
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Clue #5 Descrambler
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solve the

mystery

The Case of the Missing Instrument




WHAT MAKES READING MYSTERIES UNIQUE?

RPN Clue #1: Find It!

c Circle the boxes that have a picture that matches the sentence.
Read the words you circled from left to right like a book fo solve the clue.
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flower someone threw fo

Reading Mysteries aren’t just a copy of Math Mysteriesl

Werite the phrase on the line. Cross the wrong instruments off your lis

no stars on this instrument

They have brand-new clues, focus on reading skills, and

even feature a different conclusion to the mystery. Clue #1: Picture Decoder

The only thing that stays the same is the list of

suspects students start withl

u
So, if you have both, students can play during math and

picture.

then again during reading for double the fun.



GRAB A MATHMYSTERY: | MORE READING MYSTERIES:

Math Mysteries aren't just a copy of reading. They come with fresh clues, unique

Explore other grade levels to differentiate and keep every student engaged.

math challenges, and a new culprit, so students are solving an entirely different casel
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/14033387
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/4th-grade/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/5th-grade/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/3rd-grade/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&search=math%20facts&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/kindergarten/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/1st-grade/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/2nd-grade/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/3rd-grade/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382?search=MINI%20BUNDLE&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600/elementary/kindergarten?search=kindergarten%20phonics&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600?search=1st%20grade%20phonics&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600?search=2nd%20grade%20phonics&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600?search=CVC%20WORDS&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600/english-language-arts/grammar?search=parts%20of%20speech&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600/english-language-arts/grammar?search=2nd%203rd%20grade%20grammar&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600/english-language-arts/grammar?search=4th%205th%20grade%20grammar&view=gridview
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