
Students complete a series of clues to figure out what animal escaped the zoo!



Each time students solve a clue, it will reveal what animal(s) to cross out. 
When all clues are completed, the mystery of the zoo animal will be solved!



All clues focus on reviewing digraph –NG!

-NG Review:
• Focus on ING and ANG Words
• Onset and Rime
• Fill in Missing Letters
• Isolation and Differentiating 

between –NK Words



Short & Long Options

3 Clue 
Version 5 Clue 

Version 

Print & Digital Forms 



Differentiate within your small groups. Same clues. Same mystery. Different focus! 
There is a version of the mystery included that reviews CVC Words (Short A, E, I, O, U).



If students finish early,
give them a

certificate of completion 
and a directed drawing 
to complete while others 

continue working.



• No Prep
• Print and Digital Versions
• 3 & 5 Clue Options
• Fun and Engaging
• Easy to Differentiate
• Encourages Critical Thinking
• Aligns with Phonics Standards
• Perfect for Review Days
• 2 Versions: Phonics Review OR CVC 

Words. You can even mix/match clues 
to combine the 2 skills together.

In K-1, this works well 
as a whole group lesson 

or in small groups at 
the teacher table.

Students will need 
teacher support to 

read & understand the 
clues/directions.



Ordinary phonics worksheets can be boring and unoriginal.
You want activities that are fun and engaging, but also rigorous and meaningful to student learning. 



Reading Mysteries aren’t just a copy of Math Mysteries! 

They have brand-new clues, focus on reading skills, and 
even feature a different conclusion to the mystery. 

The only thing that stays the same is the list of 
suspects students start with!

So, if you have both, students can play during math and 
then again during reading for double the fun.

Reading

Example 
of Clue 1

Math



BUY A BUNDLE 
TO SAVE BIG!

GRAB A MATH MYSTERY:
Math Mysteries aren’t just a copy of reading. They come with fresh clues, unique 

math challenges, and a new culprit, so students are solving an entirely different case!

MORE READING MYSTERIES:
Explore other grade levels to differentiate and keep every student engaged.

Kinder 
phonics

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/14033298
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/4th-grade/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/5th-grade/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/3rd-grade/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&search=math%20facts&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/kindergarten/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/1st-grade/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/2nd-grade/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382/elementary/3rd-grade/5-to-10?order=Best-Sellers&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-math-mysteries-k-5-614382?search=MINI%20BUNDLE&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600/elementary/kindergarten?search=kindergarten%20phonics&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600?search=1st%20grade%20phonics&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600?search=2nd%20grade%20phonics&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600?search=CVC%20WORDS&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600/english-language-arts/grammar?search=parts%20of%20speech&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600/english-language-arts/grammar?search=2nd%203rd%20grade%20grammar&view=gridview
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/store/the-lifetime-learner/category-reading-mysteries-k-5-1281600/english-language-arts/grammar?search=4th%205th%20grade%20grammar&view=gridview
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